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An Act Regarding the Term of Appointment of Judicial Officers
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__8d1bc069_a9ac_4db5_b24][bookmark: _PAR__1_e16660ff_d6de_4801_929c_2df4bcdf][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__795d9f55_0bb4_4e76_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d9d9138c_48b3_480e_85a5_5fa3][bookmark: _PAR__6_a413483d_94df_4de0_a4b8_0fa9e5c0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__16ea5103_1a5c_4e53_b0b]The term of appointment of a judicial officer appointed pursuant to the Constitution of Maine, Article V, Part First, Section 8 begins on the date that the judicial officer is sworn into office.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e3dcb44e_ddb9_41a1_ae3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ad4756d9_adbd_4c61_a79b_1746][bookmark: _PAR__8_24126a1c_3812_43d5_a9c6_3929b941]The provisions of Title 5, section 6 do not apply to judicial officers appointed pursuant to the Constitution of Maine, Article V, Part First, Section 8.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a567dad5_2cf3_4ab1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__1d801815_f248_475e_b70b_c][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__efe991db_91d3_4126_b27e_c9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0c8a6cd0_7ad1_4150]Sec. 2.  5 MRSA §6, as amended by PL 1991, c. 837, Pt. A, §7, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__5032fb56_ff1b_4bb0_b01a_aec5][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9cf208b9_5186_4fe7_9f90][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__046236d9_a078_42da_8c]§6.  Officials have 30 days to qualify
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__57f0d690_e0e3_42e3_a52][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f629c635_3fb7_4cb6_9876_53eb][bookmark: _REV__f6be9035_bc6e_4bc3_bc2f_7310b96296][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cae55973_72bf_4dd8_93]All public officers, other than judicial officers, appointed or renewed in accordance with law shall, within 30 days after being commissioned, qualify to perform the duties of their office and the certificate of qualification must be filed in the office of the Secretary of State.  Any officer who fails to qualify within 30 days and file a certificate of qualification in the office of the Secretary of State within 45 days must be suspended by the Secretary of State until the defect is corrected.  During this suspension, the officer may be deemed to have forfeited the appointment and the office may be declared vacant by the appointing authority and a new appointment made.
LR0280, item 3 - 132nd Maine Legislature, page 2
