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An Act To Implement Agency Recommendations Relating to Sea Level Rise and Climate Resilience Provided Pursuant to Resolve 2021, Chapter 67
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__20926b13_a6e6_48d5_847][bookmark: _PAR__1_913eac46_ec6a_4874_a058_7f1d840a][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__4cf53026_f91b_42d6_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_PART_HEADER__29698bad_6dd1_4e28_89][bookmark: _PAR__2_35ae1b95_346c_493f_b624_1975f25a][bookmark: _BILL_PART__a3f848df_7902_4fec_8ee1_b038][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__92e1fc9e_48c3_486e_ac][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__28a0c7a4_5434_4538_8b]PART A
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b87d05e5_7abc_4980][bookmark: _PAR__3_1bba8b13_78c3_4a6a_ac7e_dc5dbaec][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c7859db3_2520_451f_856b_7][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__462cffc8_5a12_48d1_b7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3582c05d_a6b7_425d]Sec. A-1.  12 MRSA §685-B, sub-§1-A, ¶A, as amended by PL 2001, c. 402, §4, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__48c0c221_125e_4497_ba22][bookmark: _PAR__4_28480c50_c775_4242_ab72_7049d5a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__258e6d03_3d66_4b10_be5f_c7af][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0da67516_3aa0_4921_bd1]A.  A permit is not required for the repair and maintenance of an existing road culvert or for the replacement of an existing road culvert, including ancillary culverting activities such as excavation and filling, as long as:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__2fc7dc9c_6f6a_49cc_a4c3_edd][bookmark: _PAR__5_7e2c30b8_913b_40a5_a366_c3964873][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__105eb7fe_85fd_463e_8d03][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3473184a_1db2_4348_961](1)  Erosion control measures are taken to prevent sedimentation of the water;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__0ceb2e51_c70a_48ec_aa81_d11][bookmark: _PAR__6_bed53b61_9a30_4894_961b_c1513a0c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2491504b_b655_4aa4_8fff][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__729593ee_f1c3_4991_b02](2)  The road culvert does not block passage for fish in flowing water; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_9d584ea5_e7b3_4c56_8fe6_e5da3046][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9513aabf_a28a_4ba8_a0c4_4da][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__eaa09ee3_b0c2_49ce_8387][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a173357c_191b_45f2_91b](3)  For replacements of existing road culverts crossing flowing water:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__e129f856_1485_4f1b_92d7_5283][bookmark: _PAR__8_925c3bc9_19ff_4d52_ba77_2524ab5a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__23c1e0f0_2132_4e5c_8841][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f61a6967_7ca8_45a4_9c9](a)  The replacement culvert is designed, installed and maintained to match the natural grade of the channel bed of the water to avoid drops or perching; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__972105ae_2149_45f1_a60e_a958][bookmark: _PAR__9_2f272707_aae6_4dac_b169_e7f8a05d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__340641dc_1fea_45ad_911b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bc270102_fedf_44bd_b25](b)  As site conditions allow, culverts that are not open bottomed are embedded in the channel bed of the water a minimum of one foot or at least 25% of the culvert or other structure's diameter, whichever is greater, except that a culvert does not have to be embedded more than 2 feet.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e21b809a_fba0_469a_aa2a_e25a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5023fcff_2f1a_4700_877][bookmark: _PAR__10_5eb94f3c_6f5b_4c13_911d_229c266]For purposes of this paragraph, "repair and maintenance" includes, but is not limited to, the riprapping of side slopes or culvert ends; removing debris and blockages within the culvert structure and at its inlet and outlet; and installing or replacing culvert ends if less than 50% of the culvert structure is being replaced;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__219ffaa2_a2b3_440a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__809d6da5_f0fe_4916_9319_6][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__684bcec3_ba87_4f54_afbf_0a][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__9f784526_b8a8_4364_98][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__22d2ac12_f7aa_4cbf]Sec. A-2.  12 MRSA §685-B, sub-§4, ¶C, as amended by PL 2011, c. 682, §19, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f09c628f_8bc0_4cde_a4fc][bookmark: _REV__93e5abf5_fc8e_4f33_872b_7e9bcaa80b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8dfb0267_87ac_4104_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9d4c1522_0cd6_4537_b4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d4354c82_fc81_449e_bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6706c9ed_f4ca_47b9_b426_2a41][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__37312bc8_0bd6_4069_9eb]C.  Adequate provision has been made for fitting the proposal harmoniously into the existing natural environment in order to ensure there will be no undue adverse effect on existing uses, scenic character and natural and historic resources in the area likely to be affected by the proposal.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__c7a70482_a28d_4a94_b170_08d][bookmark: _REV__90900527_5395_408d_94d2_2a8933edf3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6063748c_1e8c_438b_b40a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3c38d2a9_81b3_434a_9dc](1) In making a determination under this paragraph regarding whether an applicant has made adequate provision for fitting the proposal harmoniously into the existing natural environment, the commission may consider the effect of at least 1.5 feet of sea level rise by 2050 and 4 feet of relative sea level rise by 2100 as specified by the commission by rule adopted pursuant to section 685-A, subsection 3. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__393157f1_92f0_4ab6_8778_d5b][bookmark: _REV__de979b04_0683_4fa0_ba65_cfe839480b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cbdba894_980d_46fd_85b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__83b9f350_bd9c_4aea_9f7](2) In making a determination under this paragraph regarding development to facilitate withdrawal of groundwater, the commission shall consider the effects of the proposed withdrawal on waters of the State, as defined by Title 38, section 361‑A, subsection 7; water-related natural resources; and existing uses, including, but not limited to, public or private wells, within the anticipated zone of contribution to the withdrawal. In making findings under this subparagraph, the commission shall consider both the direct effects of the proposed withdrawal and its effects in combination with existing water withdrawals.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__db0449bc_0a19_42d7_914d_cd6][bookmark: _REV__15ab49b9_d810_4410_8afe_f7f1465bc9][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__516a40c0_12cd_4893_bb5e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__926d0929_b29b_4044_85a](3) In making a determination under this paragraph regarding a community-based offshore wind energy project, the commission shall consider the project's effects on scenic character and existing uses related to scenic character in accordance with Title 35-A, section 3452.  
[bookmark: _REV__37deff0b_aa63_4ab1_a72b_dbf8583c62][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7ae22ca5_3ec2_49b5_aac4_780][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b1cf5263_5830_4713_9f78][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__030ca451_9e6c_448e_9af](4) In making a determination under this paragraph regarding a wind energy development, as defined in Title 35-A, section 3451, subsection 11, that is not a grid-scale wind energy development, that has a generating capacity of 100 kilowatts or greater and that is proposed for location within the expedited permitting area, the commission shall consider the development's or project's effects on scenic character and existing uses relating to scenic character in the manner provided for in Title 35-A, section 3452;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__f73346e8_9294_42bf_963f_c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__2d3f3b87_a6f8_4483][bookmark: _PAR__11_5a8d9b1b_3bcf_4fa8_bcf8_5684945][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__b3b90dc5_59d9_4091_84][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f09229d7_75e5_42c2]Sec. A-3.  30-A MRSA §4301, sub-§4-A, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 578, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d62da818_1ea5_49d6_a859][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9076f1aa_8c72_42ee_bfc4_2af][bookmark: _PAR__12_9b94a826_7646_43a3_b3af_47f0376][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__35e60e70_2054_4ce8_8c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a496938c_5a82_4dda_bf4]4-A.  Critical rural area.  "Critical rural area" means a rural area that is specifically identified and designated by a municipality's or multimunicipal region's comprehensive plan as deserving maximum protection from development to preserve natural resources and related economic activities that may include, but are not limited to, significant farmland, forest land or mineral resources; high-value wildlife or fisheries habitat; scenic areas; public water supplies; scarce or especially vulnerable natural resources; flood buffer areas and flood-prone areas; and open lands functionally necessary to support a vibrant rural economy.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__6378e02a_8cdb_405b][bookmark: _PAR__13_ae4876c5_b878_4fc1_9e21_49b922f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__ebcdc7cc_e570_4513_88df_4][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__18b137df_1c87_4973_98][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8c912ddc_a2de_45bf]Sec. A-4.  30-A MRSA §4301, sub-§8-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ccf11435_90e1_4765_bd12][bookmark: _PAR__14_523f8ec5_36ae_434a_bd1a_e2d2f34][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3af6414d_94b6_47f0_abcc_30b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__93ad37d2_df8e_4d48_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3174254c_4372_4805_916]8-A.  Local climate action plan.  "Local climate action plan" means a planning and decision-making document adopted by a municipality or multimunicipal region that:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b7e1ad44_56b6_4c18_a46b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__08b4dc50_0857_4461_96f3_f5b1][bookmark: _PAR__15_926ffe5b_6e7d_42b5_a561_41f9601][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e9d1fce5_9227_4d8c_ac3]A.  Includes compiled information regarding climate and health risks;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9ea44531_74bc_470d_8d6f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e8ef058c_0943_42b1_8208_73e2][bookmark: _PAR__16_657e4d2f_8fb8_4a19_b2b1_d1988e0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2671c113_7280_4574_ad0][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__3d12ac49_6dfd_40b9_85e8][bookmark: _REV__4ff49f40_8c0e_4585_80d3_0165692dfc][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b10a8d74_56aa_4802_8e7b_b4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__67f11097_5749_4eb0_ae][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__10f7294f_deb7_407e_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__80678bcd_9d3d_4a37_98]B.  Includes an evaluation of options for addressing climate and health risks by individuals, committees or offices in local or regional government that are responsible for planning, implementing and monitoring activities that reduce climate risk, build resilience to natural hazards and improve health and community capacity to manage crises; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4541845c_ea1c_4d8e_a977][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4e563680_18cd_48cb_ba0f_0398][bookmark: _PAR__1_6c9b0f13_08ae_4423_a07e_70a1691d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9edd3e32_16a7_4e34_9af]C.  Is produced using community dialogue and participation in a manner that ensures the input and needs of the community's most vulnerable citizens are elevated and prioritized.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__0e65ca90_f749_418f][bookmark: _PAR__2_931af8e0_77a4_4391_a69b_5e302ae6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b9a0cdad_a487_4bc5_b987_b][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__b47c5ba2_a3ea_4dcc_90][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__68611077_4e56_4a6c]Sec. A-5.  30-A MRSA §4301, sub-§14-B, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 578, §6, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__80e75a8c_20a5_4c6c_aff6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__122f499b_57ee_45aa_bda7_e14][bookmark: _PAR__3_ad17c8b6_c7b3_4cf7_836f_913f79ea][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__83441468_b8cc_4d9a_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__17331c8e_6e5d_4cf0_bce]14-B.  Rural area.  "Rural area" means a geographic area that is identified and designated in a municipality's or multimunicipal region's comprehensive plan as an area that is deserving of some level of regulatory protection from unrestricted development for purposes that may include, but are not limited to, supporting agriculture, forestry, mining, open space, erosion mitigation, water retention, wildlife habitat, fisheries habitat and scenic lands, and away from which most development projected over 10 years is diverted.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__cb90f3f6_86f5_4ac5][bookmark: _PAR__4_9e1fbb20_406b_4606_8b49_c01dc970][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__cd4f6441_05f1_44ca_8c9e_2][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__d0532812_f53c_4bb1_91][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a9399fb9_7382_48a0]Sec. A-6.  30-A MRSA §4326, sub-§1, ¶J, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. A, §45 and  Pt. C, §10, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__21429d50_6e37_406d_9850][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e09dc640_1f92_4350_9be7_7980][bookmark: _PAR__5_d7c2485e_92cc_4395_beb1_529dbbd0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__96aa9985_9228_469f_bcf]J.  Land use information describing current and projected development patterns; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__45e3089d_e291_4ea0][bookmark: _PAR__6_3cae8aaf_7b62_445c_b862_123e45a2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__7c4fcf20_d029_4e9e_ac48_7][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__08902b82_5840_4a40_93][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d25060a7_1367_4e2a]Sec. A-7.  30-A MRSA §4326, sub-§1, ¶K, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. A, §45 and  Pt. C, §10, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a0bc6e23_9d9d_4dc3_9c01][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__eb780080_fe86_438e_8f07_ffe9][bookmark: _PAR__7_76dd38a8_070a_4fe4_ae4f_1c65f6ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__25213051_63c4_4c7c_8b5]K.  An assessment of capital facilities and public services necessary to support growth and development and to protect the environment and health, safety and welfare of the public and the costs of those facilities and services.; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__02e4d58c_8262_4b93][bookmark: _PAR__8_eed4aa68_e914_4c33_b5ef_f9292dfe][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__48cc12e1_7770_4272_9490_8][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__c82c53e6_7514_4de8_9b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6b8facd4_f53d_4599]Sec. A-8.  30-A MRSA §4326, sub-§1, ¶L is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__15114da7_5298_413a_b25c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e8321ab0_9d4a_4d63_a73c_64fd][bookmark: _PAR__9_80939c9d_1b5b_49d1_818c_aee987ee][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f5d21f1d_9aa2_4363_a0c]L.  For a municipality or multimunicipal region that has adopted a local climate action plan, a climate vulnerability assessment specific to the municipality or multimunicipal region prepared by the municipality or multimunicipal region.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__cfb52206_7148_4188][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__24f70320_4540_48fb_8878_0][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__92ffa265_8fa0_4f9f_8e7f_2b][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__f3062a60_a494_4271_88][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__12c30355_3606_477c]Sec. A-9.  30-A MRSA §4326, sub-§4-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ee502a8c_d98a_4e24_8467][bookmark: _REV__23b05c7a_1a22_4757_8d78_289b43c01b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__02c917ac_6065_41e3_bf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__77ff8771_df21_4c34_a9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ef23e111_ae3a_42d2_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b040b0fc_7c2d_4444_9ac3_8bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1a2b60a0_5391_4815_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__948eb92d_fbbd_4251_8f6]4-B.  Addressing climate risks and building resilience to natural hazards.  A municipality or multimunicipal region may include in its comprehensive plan projections regarding risks posed by climate change as identified in its climate vulnerability assessment prepared pursuant to subsection 1, paragraph L and the potential effects of those risks on buildings, transportation infrastructure, sewage treatment facilities and other relevant municipal, multimunicipal or privately held infrastructure, property or protected natural resources and may develop a coordinated plan for addressing those risks and for building resilience to natural hazards.
[bookmark: _REV__5115f04c_b1a2_41b7_ba61_0b5dbfa8c3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ef01e673_4e0c_48ec_a57][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7f375c16_bf8e_4e40_b309_6e98]As used in this subsection, "protected natural resource" has the same meaning as in Title 38, section 480-B, subsection 8.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__120a6c51_0da6_452e_8666_a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__6c840bb4_2f0f_4a7f][bookmark: _PAR__12_30688b81_92b3_48f4_838d_20796c8][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__966c4f51_4d07_44b8_ad][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3caa625d_00c5_4cb0]Sec. A-10.  30-A MRSA §4346, 2nd ¶, as amended by PL 2011, c. 655, Pt. JJ, §20 and affected by §41, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_00ac7e95_6661_4815_a90e_56abca2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4a836f2d_6be4_43ed_984][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5374690a_a75e_4419_b87d_59af][bookmark: _PAR__1_3ea92b97_157f_4957_8f1a_1a730bb5]The department may enter into financial assistance grants only to the extent that funds are available.   In making grants, the department shall consider the need for planning in a municipality or multimunicipal region, the proximity of the municipality or multimunicipal region to other areas that are conducting or have completed the planning process and the economic and geographic role of the municipality or multimunicipal region within a regional context.  The department shall give priority in making grants to any municipality or multimunicipal region that has adopted a local climate action plan and, if the municipality or multimunicipal region has adopted a comprehensive plan or growth management program, prepared a climate vulnerability assessment pursuant to section 4326, subsection 1, paragraph L.  The department may consider other criteria in making grants, as long as the criteria support the goal of encouraging and facilitating the adoption and implementation of local and multimunicipal growth management programs consistent with the procedures, goals and guidelines established in this subchapter.  In order to maximize the availability of the technical and financial assistance program to all municipalities, multimunicipal regions and regional councils, financial assistance programs administered competitively under this article are exempt from rules adopted by the Department of Administrative and Financial Services pursuant to Title 5, section 1825-C for use in the purchase of services and the awarding of grants and contracts.  The department shall publish a program statement describing its grant program and advertising its availability to eligible applicants.
[bookmark: _BILL_PART_HEADER__bc5b3881_e13d_4b78_8f][bookmark: _PAR__2_d032a112_6900_4e66_869b_d009a732][bookmark: _BILL_PART__731d77d5_c5a7_420d_8914_8b21][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__b9ad22b3_ec54_48b0_98]PART B
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__3a428f8f_9a1b_4baf][bookmark: _PAR__3_ef26ac85_3fb0_4c6a_b1c3_dbd3830a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__df20cf32_92dc_4b52_9c1e_4][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__9fb27ffd_01f7_4af3_a3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__14b38626_4c05_40d0]Sec. B-1.  38 MRSA §484, sub-§3, ¶I is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__454ad5b7_853d_4ed0_8917][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__707fb4ae_cd3e_4729_a53f_6a59][bookmark: _PAR__4_293c0c9b_edd7_48e1_b2fc_f4e81a20][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9a57920a_7718_4380_ad8]I.  In determining whether a developer has made adequate provision for fitting the development harmoniously into the existing natural environment, the department may consider the effect of at least 1.5 feet of relative sea level rise by 2050 and 4 feet of relative sea level rise by 2100 as specified by the department by rule adopted pursuant to section 489-E.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__84d15721_7ba2_4068][bookmark: _PAR__5_85d32b96_1494_46fe_8860_de7c63da][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__654da720_12b6_4d27_a8c3_f][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__eaa16f2c_e09f_4e86_81][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c25a2fed_a8ec_4491]Sec. B-2.  38 MRSA §1310-N, sub-§2-F, ¶C, as repealed and replaced by PL 1993, c. 680, Pt. A, §37, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d2ad176a_4792_4274_9ffd][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6e771a31_5698_4673_a8c5_76e8][bookmark: _PAR__6_846c19f9_51b3_40ef_a0ab_6ad51686][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3ad4e85d_8c9f_45a9_919]C.  The applicant has made adequate provision for fitting the proposed solid waste facility harmoniously into the existing natural environment and the proposed solid waste facility will not unreasonably adversely affect existing uses, scenic character, air quality, water quality or other natural resources in the municipality or in neighboring municipalities.  In determining whether an applicant has made adequate provision for fitting the proposed solid waste facility harmoniously into the existing natural environment, the department may consider the effect of at least 1.5 feet of relative sea level rise by 2050 and 4 feet of relative sea level rise by 2100 as specified by the department by rule.  Rules adopted by the department pursuant to this paragraph are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
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