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[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__c471b944_01f1_4a77_][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__fabb215b_f0df_4aae_a804_72][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__dc76edf8_883d_4cbd_]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
Whereas, vehicles that assist with traffic incidents and improve roadway safety that are equipped with variable-message signs mounted on the vehicle are prepared to begin using variable-message signs immediately; and
Whereas, a delay in allowing vehicles that assist with traffic incidents and improve roadway safety to use variable-message signs could allow for a greater number of traffic-related injuries to occur; and
Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__984266bd_30f9_4e68_a88][bookmark: _PAR__1_e9a3aee2_1336_45ba_aa8f_8beff7a0]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__06fafa8d_d8e6_4698][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__e533a151_1cb2_4ac2_9611_4][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__2c2adc43_5633_4e7c_b4b1_95][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__eda71d76_4f53_4ad5_a2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__145cf26f_8aa6_4567]Sec. 1.  29-A MRSA §2054, sub-§1, ¶K is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1c5a1b29_14ed_445f_8a85][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8bb4a68a_bb9a_45a6_b770_7baa][bookmark: _REV__e0d4e9d2_7377_4df2_9259_ea7c6767e0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5f01b866_2f87_4537_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d6f64cb1_f774_46ce_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__377fb0d0_6119_4426_b4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__37d4f21d_5a9a_4eed_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fe4181dc_d1eb_4da0_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9cd022e7_7d96_4755_934]K.  “Safety service patrol vehicle” means a vehicle, equipped with a variable-message sign, used or contracted by the department or the Maine Turnpike Authority to assist with traffic incidents and improve roadway safety.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__7122a55d_3668_4c75][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b2155c6c_4b81_43f3_9294_5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8ca0f268_69cd_4c72]Sec. 2.  29-A MRSA §2054, sub-§1, ¶L is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__40358397_378e_40b8_b820][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c9f3be22_8c0e_487f_99c3_2cac][bookmark: _REV__acba31f0_8425_4472_b49f_79f3c6d395][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__54a675f6_79f7_4492_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__117c7bd2_ed1b_46c6_9c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e517df54_9a30_4b83_95][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__eefda741_d2bf_4fe8_b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d9adaa68_e9d8_45d1_8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2488e0e5_45f9_4df1_a32]L.  "Variable-message sign" means a traffic control device on which a message can be displayed and changed manually, electronically, mechanically, electromechanically or by other means to provide information about traffic congestion, traffic accidents, maintenance operations, adverse weather conditions, roadway conditions or organized events or other necessary roadway safety information.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5ad82147_fcfc_4f66][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__628ab6c5_6dc1_4c5a_bd70_8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__aadcd096_d5a4_4f04]Sec. 3.  29-A MRSA §2054, sub-§12 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d2aac20c_9f23_496d_8e34][bookmark: _REV__1f5edda3_95da_4f80_9160_6b2bc336c2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6b0e72e3_370d_4041_9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0734732f_b119_44df_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0b544e83_beb9_4de1_aa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__368f52d4_a684_434d_aa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__78580ee9_e4eb_41a2_8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0787b40f_da77_42a7_b540_2a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__458d50d5_9f6e_4d5f_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__82856147_2443_485f_a67]12.  Variable-message signs.  A variable-message sign may be used on a wrecker, police vehicle, fire department vehicle, safety service patrol vehicle or highway maintenance vehicle in the manner prescribed in this subsection. The variable-message sign may not exceed the width of the vehicle on which it is mounted and may be displayed only facing traffic behind the vehicle. The operator of a vehicle under this subsection may use a variable-message sign as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cbccedb2_bcc0_470e_b933][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cf2dd080_32fa_4a5c_87cd_7c09][bookmark: _REV__3d1b15c0_c50c_4756_b117_92d367ff7e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eb86e09d_1520_408b_aaa]A.  The operator of a wrecker may use a variable-message sign on that vehicle while it is stationary and engaged in repair, loading or unloading a vehicle or performing a vehicle recovery. A variable-message sign mounted on a wrecker must display amber lights that create right or left arrows or the words “slow down” or “move over.”
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ce73c907_87d1_450a_a2ad][bookmark: _REV__90956518_91b7_4d8b_bd37_3ba63a204a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a0e1aeaf_4dcb_478d_beda_2309][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d08ca114_f899_41e0_986]B.  The operator of a police vehicle, fire department vehicle, safety service patrol vehicle or highway maintenance vehicle may use a variable-message sign on that vehicle to provide information about traffic congestion, traffic accidents, maintenance operations, adverse weather conditions, roadway conditions or organized events or other necessary roadway safety information. The variable-message sign must display right or left arrows or the words “slow down,” “move over,” “accident ahead,” “crash ahead” or other similar language. Other messages not described in this paragraph may be displayed on a variable-message sign if the additional messages are established by rule and in line with standards in accordance with the latest edition of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices published by the United States Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration. 
[bookmark: _REV__7b30ec1d_5af4_4315_9a9f_ff9e41ce3c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__65137a07_359f_436b_b49][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__62c6eab9_18b1_4d74_931d_ef62]The Commissioner of Public Safety or the commissioner’s designee may adopt rules as necessary for the purpose of implementing this paragraph. Rules adopted pursuant to this paragraph are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__70ec97f5_991c_4a76_83][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__29e69449_e113_43d2_ac97_4f]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
LR2864, item 3 - 132nd Maine Legislature, page 2
