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[bookmark: _PAR__1_c7b60d9d_f22d_4bbc_8fb0_49320cf4][bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__7484ef4c_3fe5_4fac_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__c039757b_3b46_4c53_]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_ba353bf2_a09f_4394_acdb_2e3572f2]Whereas, the current laws governing arrearage management programs are repealed September 30, 2024; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_6fb2c33a_3155_49ec_b275_44e23c62]Whereas, this legislation proposes to continue transmission and distribution utilities' arrearage management programs for low-income residential customers; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_76d5e194_4426_4fea_b868_73186f4a]Whereas, to prevent the repeal of current laws governing arrearage management programs, this legislation must take effect immediately; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_63ca057e_b967_4b25_8c94_993927ee]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__743a48a8_c929_403e_b1b][bookmark: _PAR__6_ab0606cc_815a_4a23_afbf_be47e272]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__59dc5f1f_0e28_4c33][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__148c1dc6_6c01_4efc_8c9f_f][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__9aab98d8_348b_44dc_b11d_4a][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__cccb4c75_25de_4e3f_81][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3d14245f_8fdf_4413]Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3214, sub-§2-A, as amended by PL 2021, c. 101, §1, is further amended by amending the 3rd blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dfabb3da_106f_443d_bc8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f7913e49_dee9_477f_a5bc_7221][bookmark: _REV__587483c0_2701_44cf_84ac_95dadc7cd0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ab1e0ee0_b54c_417d_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0f1bb3cc_59df_4fbf_ae][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4f6fef85_49a8_4683_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c710cacd_32a6_4552_90][bookmark: _REV__1d58fdce_fc5b_49cd_a728_55f2bc2ac1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5eb9d310_acb1_4640_ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2cef679b_c890_4c34_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9f0e3810_268c_4c1e_ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8c89af7d_d90b_43d5_90][bookmark: _REV__9ef243dd_b45a_4b80_a638_6536b45851][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__042cc680_4dff_44ab_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__df86b425_19d0_45ec_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8c91067f_e975_4670_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b964cbb9_69e7_430a_a5][bookmark: _REV__a2282e28_fa0e_4939_9d01_bd98dd4572][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c63779ef_5067_45f9_ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__523e293c_b0cf_401f_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b7541103_9d08_43d7_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f2ff1cbc_87a5_4782_81][bookmark: _REV__08847c2f_6607_4e84_967b_7c00829691][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d8ffdced_ecd9_42d9_bb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__25042381_23a2_4550_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__278e6e03_0a4c_4cb8_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c03771b2_6526_47de_81]No later than January 28, 2024 2028, the commission shall prepare a report assessing the effectiveness of arrearage management programs from October 1, 2024 through September 30, 2027, including the number of participants enrolled in the programs, the number of participants completing the programs, the number of participants who have failed to complete the programs, the payment patterns of participating customers after completing the programs, the dollar amount of arrears forgiven, a comparison of outcomes for those participating in the programs and those not participating, the impact on any participating transmission and distribution utility's bad debt as a result of the programs, the costs and benefits to all ratepayers associated with the programs and recommendations for ways in which the programs might be improved or continued for the benefit of all ratepayers.  In preparing its report, the commission shall hold at least one formal stakeholder meeting involving affected parties, including the Office of the Public Advocate and the participating transmission and distribution utilities.  Parties must also be provided an opportunity to submit written comments to the commission regarding the performance of the programs.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__df847fed_96d3_4b20][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__980390a3_10f5_4855_a961_e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__74aac73d_051d_496a]Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §3214, sub-§2-A, as amended by PL 2021, c. 101, §1, is further amended by amending the 4th blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3b9d17f6_5a82_4ae3_bf2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__89d880e3_d2ab_4ae1_9a09_f090][bookmark: _REV__034b757b_a9f9_42bd_a2ea_9b2f2f83c3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__edec8d7c_b70e_44d5_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ceecaf76_be55_4d98_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5a549625_3380_47c5_a3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b2d86c8e_e561_459e_b3][bookmark: _REV__54c969d1_591a_4b09_842a_65b565d90b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__899ca327_5a30_4b97_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__941a941c_94bf_444e_bd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8aaa6236_29cf_403b_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a4ec70db_6a5c_4b57_b8]The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities matters may report out a bill relating to the commission report to the Second Regular Session of the 131st 133rd Legislature.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__3fc697e6_52ff_4e87][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__f13d41a6_6184_41fe_92ad_3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0005840d_8116_4aea]Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §3214, sub-§2-A, as amended by PL 2021, c. 101, §1, is further amended by amending the 5th blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c0af4a40_dbb5_4c2d_bb6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c88f898f_9791_4b42_a9a2_3838][bookmark: _REV__622ae01b_b8e9_40ec_bbeb_00af649471][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__06b21bcf_d393_45a4_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4ba5e82c_c680_4504_ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dd335492_ddb6_4df9_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f1472512_48cd_4b31_b2][bookmark: _REV__4ddf6711_445a_4d56_86bb_d49986e766][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a5b188b2_8224_47aa_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f8195fb0_c84d_4161_a6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__28f477d2_7bba_4a13_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__04d52d47_441b_44da_94]This subsection is repealed September 30, 2024 2028.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__bdc7ee9b_92f0_4c0b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__466c19ca_b762_47bc_a7c2_f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c0afac2e_f69d_4a52]Sec. 4.  35-A MRSA §10110, sub-§2, ¶L, as amended by PL 2021, c. 101, §2, is further amended by amending the first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3fe34923_70f2_4991_b38][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1960fd05_fd35_4fd8_8222_b8ba][bookmark: _REV__f7a2cfe7_1183_4fd9_b964_e1a2e5b39e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bb4b6fc5_5204_4d83_bd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9215f27f_4ba4_47a2_90][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__635f0ca2_b925_4e90_95][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3560b844_d549_42cd_81][bookmark: _REV__4332e98e_614a_484a_81d6_c085807a94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b7b48a64_f73b_434b_8e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5e54a601_a7ca_4c3f_b2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2049f9b6_0668_426d_a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__48ec42d9_d132_40bd_94]This paragraph is repealed September 30, 2024 2028.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__3880386b_d452_4aa4_a4][bookmark: _PAR__9_56123374_b3bd_4ff0_9d5e_5ef2f411]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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