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An Act to Amend Maine's Aquaculture Leasing Laws
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__55065a7d_aaf7_467d_8be][bookmark: _PAR__1_c14667ee_da93_4fac_b4ac_3f2737bb][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__e6a8524c_8f28_4ead_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__c812ba26_75cf_469d][bookmark: _PAR__2_9da448a2_3be2_4638_a370_fcebb274][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__f93bcf0c_be51_4477_ab5c_b][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__f7c0c2ca_4a1d_444f_ab][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__81fbd9e9_86d5_401a]Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §6072, sub-§1-A, as amended by PL 2021, c. 557, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ecba1a9b_4fad_4b36_ac6e][bookmark: _PAR__3_185603e2_f0ca_4284_840f_dd00617b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6e6d9d99_af04_46bc_80aa_f4a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3cd4379e_8a38_42e1_ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3fdee17a_b7da_4156_842][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f0fa3a19_341e_47ec_8ff][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ed429d32_e713_4329_a39][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__fbfb2aaf_df39_43e4_a7a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__61551684_89d9_447b_851][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__62054dca_f93e_48aa_9f8]1-A.  Lease requirement; finfish and suspension culture.  Except as provided in paragraphs B and B‑1 and sections 6072‑A, 6072‑B and 6072‑C, it is unlawful for a person who does not have a lease issued by the commissioner under this section to construct or operate in the coastal waters of the State a facility for the culture of finfish in nets, pens or other enclosures or for the suspended culture of any other marine organism. For the purposes of this subsection, "suspended culture" includes all forms of culture except for the placement of marine organisms on the ocean bottom without the use of gear of any type.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e0fd666a_63de_4a25_9b00][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f2cdc299_fdc6_4610_9e96_0a38][bookmark: _PAR__4_ae4ba013_d812_4c73_ae22_164f37f5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eebd4841_fa1e_484b_904]B.  A person operating a facility in the coastal waters of the State, on or before the effective date of this subsection, for the culture of finfish in nets, pens or other enclosures or for the suspended culture of shellfish that is not leased under this section must register the facility with the commissioner on or before January 1, 1992 on a form specified by the commissioner.  A person registering under this paragraph must submit a completed lease application on or before July 1, 1992.  A registrant whose application under this paragraph is denied shall immediately cease operations at the facility and remove all related structures from the coastal waters of the State.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6cd118d2_d6b7_4052_bc99][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__eb9be992_816f_45de_9eec_747d][bookmark: _PAR__5_2b7433a6_b093_4137_bc31_37c49647][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0b27701d_263a_40bf_a00]B-1.  A person operating a facility in the coastal waters of the State for the suspended culture of a marine organism other than shellfish that is not leased under this section must register the facility with the commissioner on or before January 1, 1994 on a form specified by the commissioner.  A person registering under this paragraph must submit a completed lease application on or before July 1, 1994.  A registrant whose application under this paragraph is denied shall immediately cease operations at the facility and remove all related structures from the coastal waters of the State.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a7cffc8b_a058_4749_85ce][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__44862fe3_4343_43ad_9a0b_088b][bookmark: _PAR__6_23141afe_e036_45cf_ae0b_d18bd08e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__93ad5bb0_1e52_40da_90f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__05b51d14_ad0c_4071_8f8][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__329b4d44_eb59_48e4_b69][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__89b46aa1_f720_4ce3_bfe][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8176df8a_0b95_4ebd_b4b]C.  The commissioner may not consider an application for a lease under this section on an area registered under paragraph B or B‑1 from a person other than the registrant prior to rendering a final decision on any application submitted by a registrant under paragraph B or B‑1.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7e49f628_6a13_48a8_a17][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4efd8119_19ad_4733_9b76_8ba0][bookmark: _PAR__7_ec221973_62cf_40cb_90ad_ff488ad3]A person who violates this subsection is subject to a civil penalty, payable to the State, of no more than $1,000 for each day of the violation.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__19a11661_442e_40bb][bookmark: _PAR__8_14096e79_f111_4f43_8534_aec8a7a6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b72e2142_ffd0_431b_862e_3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__fa20f8ea_463d_427f]Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §6072, sub-§5, as amended by PL 1999, c. 591, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__892a30fa_bbc2_4783_852c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__23b54cf6_64c3_43f3_9bd2_789][bookmark: _PAR__9_7951b39f_07f6_48f2_96b3_38707aa0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0ba73aad_ffa9_4472_a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c5dae1b9_414e_42fe_92b]5.  Application review.  The commissioner shall review the application and set a hearing date if the commissioner is satisfied that the written application is complete, the application indicates that the lease could be granted and the applicant has preliminarily demonstrated that the applicant has the financial and technical capability capabilities to carry out the proposed activities. When the commissioner has determined that the application is complete, the commissioner shall forward a copy of the completed application and notice of hearing to the known riparian owners of riparian land within 1,000 feet of the proposed lease and to the municipal officers of the municipality or municipalities in which or adjacent to which the lease is proposed. A municipality must be granted intervenor status upon written request.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e40f867c_8d58_4651][bookmark: _PAR__1_167c3ec0_502f_4422_b09b_7b288aa9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__ca073e0e_0be1_479a_a8b9_7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0b765898_de6f_456b]Sec. 3.  12 MRSA §6072, sub-§6, ¶B, as amended by PL 2021, c. 52, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f3b2428e_dd70_43a9_977a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7d28bbf7_d0dc_4f24_9eec_f1a4][bookmark: _PAR__2_7e6c118a_dcf6_44c0_8c95_9af2722a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__41622edc_fea9_4d2a_9f7][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__1f7d37d2_7a56_4c41_85e][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__1c8f6000_def6_4e82_a63e][bookmark: _REV__a819548e_ee94_4aef_89cc_8018ceb31c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__75240cc4_21e6_4fe9_92][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ec7b4fdd_0480_4adb_84d8_fa]B.  Under Notwithstanding the provisions of Title 5, section 9052, subsection 3, paragraph A, the leasing procedure must require notice to the general public notice of hearing must be published once in a newspaper of general circulation in the area of the State affected and by any other manner considered appropriate by the department at least 30 days before the hearing.  The commissioner may require the applicant to reimburse the department for costs incurred by the department in providing public notice under this paragraph.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__eac263b1_a61b_4291][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__10a7ed21_c4e8_4efb_aeca_a][bookmark: _PAR__3_c404099e_d335_4941_bc7c_8da85927][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ec29b1dc_394f_49a0]Sec. 4.  12 MRSA §6072, sub-§7-A, ¶F, as amended by PL 2011, c. 655, Pt. II, §4 and affected by §11 and amended by c. 657, Pt. W, §5, is further amended by repealing the first blocked paragraph.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1ad3b064_cd35_406a][bookmark: _PAR__4_9cd8b908_6ed9_41ce_913b_cd6ed4c5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a2f62c30_3366_4a63_8012_e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5765a05b_5382_46d7]Sec. 5.  12 MRSA §6072, sub-§12, as amended by PL 2021, c. 52, §5, is further amended by amending the 3rd blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__533314e2_271b_4685_80b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b651998c_6986_40ab_897f_4387][bookmark: _PAR__5_6a209846_6c08_43a3_b03b_8f7b30a5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0bd2b28f_78ee_45f7_846][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8a295137_4561_4ae1_b49][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__6ed4aa5a_b5a2_4aca_9fda][bookmark: _REV__b05a0fa8_8972_4529_9a0d_3827f20500][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1f904c03_2f91_4af2_91][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__039689aa_67ad_4ff9_83][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7a311461_c018_42ca_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__62fb17ff_4930_420d_88]A lease renewal is an adjudicatory proceeding under Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 4.  Public notice must be given to the entities required to receive notice under subsection 6. A person may provide to the commissioner comments on the proposed lease renewal within 30 days of receipt of notice by the 30-day deadline specified in the applicable notice to the entities required to receive notice under subsection 6 or within 30 days of publication of the proposed renewal. A hearing must be held if it is requested in writing by 5 10 persons within the 30 days.  The commissioner may review multiple leases concurrently during the lease renewal process.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__bdcec454_8444_4495][bookmark: _PAR__6_e077d195_35e2_4c60_aee0_ae221e53][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__2fe45fee_c5af_4f81_8a7e_4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__072bc5df_e8d4_472a]Sec. 6.  12 MRSA §6072, sub-§12-A, ¶A, as amended by PL 2009, c. 229, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b1c0f376_1561_4598_854e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cdcafa2b_2f82_4665_b83c_607d][bookmark: _PAR__7_8e8038ce_0720_424e_b90a_86578c8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c5a78142_4419_422e_85d]A.  An application to transfer a lease pursuant to this subsection must be made on forms provided by the commissioner.  When the commissioner determines that the application is complete, the commissioner shall give notice of the proposed transfer to the public, the owners of riparian land within 1,000 feet of the lease site and the municipal officers of the municipality within which the lease is located.  The notice must provide an opportunity to submit written comments on the proposed lease transfer within 14 30 days.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__93f4b828_a623_45d4][bookmark: _PAR__8_f6230666_316e_441f_af9a_a4205f4d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__734ec3e5_1090_4772_b657_0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__34072932_6347_410e]Sec. 7.  12 MRSA §6072, sub-§12-D is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__515ec0c2_dca5_422b_990f][bookmark: _PAR__9_a3f3b2c1_7932_4d29_9b3d_22a43ddb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__26eaca46_bfbe_46c6_b0db_694][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__416c0929_adca_4a09_b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cdd8c6d9_82c9_4251_9a2]12-D.  Conversion of a limited-purpose lease.  A person who holds a limited-purpose lease for commercial purposes pursuant to section 6072-A may apply to convert that lease to a lease under this subsection as long as the application is for the same lease area and same operations authorized by the limited-purpose lease. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3e5f9dc4_8abc_4bf4_8692][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8f48bcf0_6562_4fd4_8d45_9820][bookmark: _PAR__10_098558cf_32a7_4f64_991e_756f31d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8fb69227_8eb9_40b6_bd7]A.  An application to convert a limited-purpose lease pursuant to this subsection must be made on forms provided by the commissioner and must be received in accordance with time frames specified in section 6072-A, subsection 20-A.  A person may submit information used in applying for the limited-purpose lease to meet the application requirements of this subsection. If the commissioner determines the information is not valid or relevant to the lease application under this subsection, the commissioner shall require the person to submit additional information.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ff81a218_32ea_4823_9f4d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e9314ddd_a08d_4066_ba32_bca1][bookmark: _PAR__1_8fa886d5_dca8_4baa_bfad_4a6a338a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8c0cc473_4458_437b_9b2]B.  In any municipality with a shellfish conservation program under section 6671, the commissioner may not issue a lease under this subsection for the intertidal zone within the municipality without the consent of the municipal officers.  The applicant must also submit written permission from every owner of riparian land whose land to the low-water mark will be used. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b14eab84_5a14_4134_87ff][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__097dfaff_8837_48fe_8232_76f4][bookmark: _PAR__2_b121a4b9_f47e_4e87_81db_0bf1b196][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d915469f_a907_498b_9b8]C.  Upon determining that an application is complete, the commissioner shall provide notice of the conversion application to owners of riparian land within 1,000 feet of the proposed location of the lease and to the municipal officers of the municipality in which the lease activity would take place. The applicant shall provide the names and addresses of known owners of riparian land within 1,000 feet of the proposed location of the lease. The names and addresses must be taken from the current property tax roster on file at the local municipal office or, for an unorganized territory, with the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services. The commissioner shall publish a summary of the application in a newspaper of general circulation in the area of the State in which the lease conversion is proposed. The commissioner may require the applicant to reimburse the department for costs incurred by the department in providing public notice under this paragraph. A person may provide comments to the commissioner on the application by the 30-day deadline specified in the applicable notice to owners of riparian land or municipal officers or within 30 days of publication of the newspaper notice.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__562d80f0_278e_4c13_905c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fea2bc61_ca2b_478b_8224_7cb5][bookmark: _PAR__3_bb9d90b4_d28d_4873_8098_42ca1596][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__32b1fc2e_ffe6_41e6_91b]D.  The department may consider the original site review when the lease was evaluated pursuant to section 6072-A or conduct another assessment of the proposed lease and surrounding area to evaluate the possible effects of the lease conversion on any new uses of the area, including ecologically significant flora and fauna as they relate to the conditions specified in subsection 7-A. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7b6fbc1f_1723_418a_ba01][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e03b18ba_ff8f_4812_881d_86e0][bookmark: _PAR__4_a42f237a_7bff_42a3_ae56_680c7292][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__70b3c658_dbd5_44da_b01][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__1f32b426_f462_4d40_83f4][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__2aa4291f_d233_4192_87db]E.  The commissioner may hold a public hearing on the proposed conversion. The commissioner shall hold a public hearing if 10 or more persons request a public hearing during the 30-day comment periods provided in paragraph C. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__afe5faee_ca9f_46b5_bf2d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f8919e2b_8eed_479b_96ce_5531][bookmark: _PAR__5_91c2452c_58c2_43a3_b5b5_47939a38][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5f5217da_874c_4c83_8bd]F.  The commissioner shall provide notice of a public hearing to owners of riparian land within 1,000 feet of the proposed location of the lease and to the municipal officers of the municipality in which the operations would take place. The commissioner shall publish notice of a hearing in a newspaper of general circulation in the area of the State in which the lease conversion is proposed at least 30 days before the hearing. The commissioner may require the applicant to reimburse the department for costs incurred by the department in providing public notice under this paragraph.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2fb9dbcf_59ee_4f9a_a437][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4479f4bd_270c_42f8_b834_6d66][bookmark: _PAR__6_c782d717_b9f4_4df2_8691_57bcec78][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__87864e00_72b7_4eb0_8e9]G. In evaluating the proposed lease conversion, the commissioner shall take into consideration the conditions specified in subsection 7-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__036088fe_0704_4cdd][bookmark: _PAR__7_d646c0b4_7e50_42a9_a7d7_dfce2d7c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__e2e42a75_6005_46e9_a19e_c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__518e77aa_d589_497b]Sec. 8.  12 MRSA §6072, sub-§13, ¶B, as amended by PL 2017, c. 159, §5, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1cb8170a_2b20_460c_b2ad][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2a68b76e_ef62_4021_871f_23c8][bookmark: _PAR__8_10b8bf72_b88a_4774_bf4e_ff6e3d67][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ea213a91_9984_450a_823]B.  For procedures to issue, transfer, review, assign, expand, convert or revoke leases;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d2e56b53_e77d_47df][bookmark: _PAR__9_06186c46_cad8_4778_bafc_7d81394f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d76540aa_cf75_4568_84b7_d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__38dbd7b3_3fbf_47ce]Sec. 9.  12 MRSA §6072-A, sub-§5, as amended by PL 2021, c. 52, §10, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5e4fa4c7_72ba_420f_945e][bookmark: _PAR__10_51d9a1f1_756c_4664_842b_0224f9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__424fec93_f62f_4c5e_810c_0b4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__06cd6f26_2271_482a_af][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0c6849e9_94cb_4aa3_aa0][bookmark: _PAR__1_3b4ada0c_e9a9_451a_8daf_67080d0b]5.  Notice of application.  Upon determining that an application is complete, the commissioner shall provide notice of a limited-purpose lease application to owners of riparian land within 1,000 feet of the proposed location of the lease and to the municipal officers of the municipality in which the limited-purpose lease activity would take place.  The applicant shall provide the names and addresses of known owners of riparian landowners land within 1,000 feet of the proposed location of the lease.  The names and addresses must be taken from the current property tax roster on file at the local municipal office or, for an unorganized territory, with the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services for an unorganized territory.  The commissioner shall publish a summary of the application in a newspaper of general circulation in the area proposed for a limited-purpose lease.  The commissioner may require the applicant to reimburse the department for costs incurred by the department in providing public notice under this subsection.  A person may provide, within 30 days of receipt of notice or within 30 days of publication of a limited-purpose lease summary, comments to the commissioner comments on the proposed limited-purpose lease by the 30-day deadline specified in the applicable notice to owners of riparian land or municipal officers or within 30 days of publication of the limited-purpose lease summary.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e2ff3161_c2c9_4acb][bookmark: _PAR__2_47a79cd3_2e63_4b81_a7a2_ffa2728e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__02e904e5_65ad_4543_a278_c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5843239c_3bee_4046]Sec. 10.  12 MRSA §6072-A, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 231, §6, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__76d28b9a_e07f_491e_9a00][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__38d30fc0_aef9_4ac3_92c9_430][bookmark: _PAR__3_dffe73ef_b0e0_4969_838b_48705967][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__20715d56_d35f_4fee_a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d695af62_ae49_464b_888][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__68c8b561_4171_4e02_bcce][bookmark: _REV__e21b65ef_f903_4941_93ec_618c80da5b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4729beb3_66e1_4170_8e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4538043f_4bf0_4d4b_8d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__299f7499_886f_4bd8_81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1c242804_40cb_4a26_84][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__c585986c_4121_43cd_972]6.  Public hearing.  The commissioner may hold a public hearing on the proposed limited-purpose lease.  The commissioner shall hold a public hearing if 5 10 or more persons request a public hearing within the 30-day comment periods provided in subsection 5.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__dbfd7798_f921_4f1e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__777603a6_2867_4f77_b965_3][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c8a9d49e_add4_47e1_af57_ea][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__765dab4f_d455_4349]Sec. 11.  12 MRSA §6072-A, sub-§18, as amended by PL 2011, c. 93, §5, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6749dc85_fd70_4bd1_9af2][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__78876971_2b13_4364_bf43_0c5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7701984e_33f8_4737_94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e235f42c_177b_4f75_a22][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__7cfad757_9fbe_4b99_ab7][bookmark: _REV__0588d114_94df_4fc9_ba81_89f7cd27d7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1bd6ce4f_ccf3_4532_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1de73ba0_cc94_42cf_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4d9c3d2d_2296_479c_ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0d2bdb87_78fb_4bae_a1][bookmark: _REV__497f398d_0dac_4214_b334_b0d9a0f7ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4ba39a4f_d8ec_44ac_bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e9c4840d_9e68_4a41_a9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__297e9187_977f_4bca_99][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ade21d63_afba_48af_86]18.  Scientific lease renewal.  A limited-purpose lease for scientific research may be renewed.   A scientific research lease renewal is an adjudicatory proceeding under Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 4, but a public hearing is not mandatory unless it is requested in writing by 25 10 or more persons.  The commissioner may review multiple leases concurrently during the lease renewal process.  The commissioner shall renew a limited-purpose lease for scientific research unless the commissioner finds that:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6a2e3e1f_93c2_4bf8_a79c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7ce8c174_266d_4ed7_abc8_9691][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fdc22943_c5d3_424b_84e][bookmark: _REV__da27e16b_7bef_406a_a30d_5ef66f779a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3b1fd37c_936a_4a4d_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__341c1c46_9a80_4df6_bf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__816faa2f_00b7_4662_a9][bookmark: _REV__edcbaf54_7eb2_4d88_925b_2b284c92b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9481ceca_a895_4ccb_8c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cd312c64_3b2e_448c_bf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__791d09e4_fc86_4998_a2]A.  The lease holder leaseholder has not complied with the terms of the limited-purpose lease;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__25b27a0f_841b_4331_abc1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1125a3d3_166d_48e4_8cd4_42fa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2a681f05_2578_4bc2_887]B.  Research has not been conducted during the term of the lease; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__548e2345_5fb1_41ec_b774][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__26941668_62dd_4809_be38_df3f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__63fd664e_2951_4d54_9ab]C.  It is not in the best interest of the State to renew the limited-purpose lease.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ba031ad9_dc42_417f][bookmark: _PAR__4_67f7b472_4b36_4313_93f7_3254046f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3434c972_6f57_4f06_9b8b_7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__13857131_1a50_4c92]Sec. 12.  12 MRSA §6072-A, sub-§20-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9efbc90d_5637_4d07_ba93][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f48461f5_ed80_4a51_b752_783][bookmark: _PAR__5_f3d878f7_b064_4f7e_8674_b365c184][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a1d3309b_e273_4dd7_88][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f99f6181_5c54_454e_aeb]20-A.  Extension for conversion of a commercial lease.  If a person who holds a limited-purpose lease for commercial aquaculture research and development submits an application under section 6072, subsection 12-D for that same lease area and the same operations before the expiration of that limited-purpose lease, and if the commissioner does not make a decision under section 6072, subsection 12-D before the expiration of that limited-purpose lease, the limited-purpose lease remains in effect until the commissioner makes a decision under section 6072, subsection 12-D. If the commissioner grants the person a lease under section 6072, subsection 12-D, that person's limited-purpose lease remains in effect until the effective date of the lease issued under section 6072, subsection 12-D. If the commissioner denies that person a lease under section 6072, subsection 12-D, that person's limited-purpose lease remains in effect until 30 days after the commissioner's decision.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_cdf0a1bb_cb5b_4743_8e48_660c005e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__fd6b2482_6e4c_4925_95c2_7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__47e8de01_d80f_4f87][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a26b8707_f978_440c]Sec. 13.  12 MRSA §6673, sub-§2-A, as amended by PL 2011, c. 655, Pt. II, §5 and affected by §11 and amended by c. 657, Pt. W, §5, is further amended by repealing the first blocked paragraph.
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