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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FOUR
_____
H.P. 1320 - L.D. 2058
An Act Regarding Compliance with Environmental Permit and License Application Requirements
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__ac3f727b_235f_4007_b1d][bookmark: _PAR__1_5b6677d6_cabe_49ec_8593_2bbbf04d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__fcdacde7_bae9_41d5_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__93061067_d2b6_4cde][bookmark: _PAR__2_f9dc146e_d080_4714_9534_e133d924][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8ac227f9_8f9a_4bff_8076_4][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__1480c436_7df2_45b9_84][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4f7592fd_2ef5_41b4]Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §344, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1991, c. 804, Pt. B, §2 and affected by §7, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__55c1e811_1bcc_4e4b_9a59][bookmark: _PAR__3_e432e7e5_4f76_4270_85a1_5f9c5a45][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7dae02d4_fb08_4ac6_a264_1fd][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2ad41f1c_3f1b_42e6_b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__29805140_9de5_4234_840][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__b8e469ec_113c_4e40_b72a][bookmark: _REV__582da785_a4e8_4def_a5ee_5d718dbd0b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bc4daad6_1abf_46bf_82]1.  Acceptance and notification.  The commissioner shall notify the applicant in writing of the official date on which the application was accepted as complete for processing or the reasons the application was not accepted.  If a written notice of acceptance or nonacceptance is not mailed to the applicant within 15 working days of receipt of the application, the application is deemed to be accepted as complete for processing on the 15th working day after receipt by the department.  If the application is not accepted, the commissioner shall return the application to the applicant with the reasons for nonacceptance specified in writing.  A reason for nonacceptance of an application may include, but is not limited to, submission of the application after the activity requiring a permit or license pursuant to this Title has begun if the applicant knowingly violated a requirement to obtain the permit or license for the activity or the applicant, within the 5 years immediately preceding the submission of the application, violated a requirement to obtain a permit or license pursuant to this Title.  Any applicant whose application has not been accepted by the commissioner shall attend a presubmission meeting with the department before resubmitting that application.  The commissioner shall notify the board of all applications accepted as complete.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__48aab99c_5ce5_4271_995][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c0d611b8_b20d_4425_af68_8869][bookmark: _PAR__4_d608f6f7_c1af_41aa_87f4_12998e8c]An application is acceptable as complete for processing if the application is properly filled out and information is provided for each of the items included on the form.  Acceptance of an application as complete for review does not constitute a determination by the department on the sufficiency of that information and does not preclude the department from requesting additional information during processing.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f65640ce_7c58_45ab_b4a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e8600fd2_77de_4d51_8419_b98a][bookmark: _PAR__5_3a621cf3_7c3c_4e60_b692_b8d4dc3e]The commissioner shall require the applicant to provide notice to the public for each application for a permit or license accepted.  The commissioner shall solicit comments from the public for each application in a manner prescribed by the board in the rules.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f23c3acb_c40e_4ca8_94f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__78c0f42d_0a05_44e5_a498_e1f9][bookmark: _PAR__6_454e5247_c302_4677_a3e1_1f788e12]All correspondence notifying an applicant of denial of an application by the board or commissioner must be by certified mail, return receipt requested.
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