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[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__dfa585e0_87f6_4a2f_afa][bookmark: _PAR__1_d6ee1b37_7e83_4e5d_a6e5_93723301][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__8208ca0d_77bc_4037_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fc8a0d7a_ef51_4baa_b5eb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__246f24ed_1f20_487f_addb_190][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e33f370d_cd1e_4ec7_8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f47b8a4d_bb84_46f4_8bd]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__409d00cc_3a2b_4215_995f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3032cb5c_8a36_4091_834d_e84b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__98e1f9a2_086a_407a_af0]A.  "Certified recovery residence" means a residence that is certified pursuant to the requirements established in Title 5, section 20005, subsection 22. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0929b850_dacc_4e3c_88c6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0fc1c89e_cbe9_443a_9f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d011ac2f_a61a_4198_98][bookmark: _REV__c91ab116_5e18_455f_a66a_9e9b6e101c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ff2dd1a7_4b28_4a2f_a751_ade][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__865b1499_0128_4e99_b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6bbf581e_d934_4fc8_9c1]2.  Eligibility of residents.  An individual residing in a certified recovery residence is eligible to apply for a program housing voucher to be used upon the individual's departure from the certified recovery residence, as long as the individual meets all applicable standards and conditions established by the department for the program.  Residency in a certified recovery residence may not be construed as a barrier to application or receipt of such a voucher.  This section does not authorize individuals to use program housing vouchers to subsidize the cost of residing at a certified recovery residence.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4202c21e_f925_4203_8995][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8d6d0181_b907_4cc5_b69f_5d1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__69a6fac4_1e23_422f_97][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__362d8ba9_281a_4931_a1d]3.  Guidance.  The department shall provide guidance to certified recovery residences and housing assistance programs to ensure consistent application of this section, including public education efforts to inform residents of certified recovery residences and providers in certified recovery residences of their rights and responsibilities under this section. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__337c143e_3ce9_424f_957d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__acc844e8_cc9e_4dd7_a1fa_f86][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__45425eae_d6a1_4d2e_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__aeeefd57_72ab_4473_921][bookmark: _REV__78af9240_b90d_44ae_b3ec_f78616654b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__077519db_8a1e_4bdf_af][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__419e230c_1f4c_47ae_a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__44cebb51_0c84_403f_b3]4.  Rulemaking.  The department shall adopt or amend rules as necessary to implement the provisions of this section.  In adopting rules, the department shall ensure that individuals being released from institutions, individuals being released from incarceration and homeless individuals have priority over individuals residing in certified recovery residences in the award of program housing vouchers.  Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 
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