132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Require Police Departments to Publish and Make Accessible Their Policies and Procedures and Require Training of Officers
L.D. 1784
An Act to Require Police Departments to Publish and Make Accessible Their Policies and Procedures and Require Training of Officers

STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
H.P. 1195 - L.D. 1784
An Act to Require Police Departments to Publish and Make Accessible Their Policies and Procedures and Require Training of Officers
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__0b00bfe5_e586_4974_991][bookmark: _PAR__1_b98ae07d_640e_4d7a_8f3b_b9654886][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__b8e9bddd_6eda_4297_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__76c9ecac_f276_4270][bookmark: _PAR__2_f3dbda60_7bd2_4f0f_a667_e05f4312][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__365820f9_9ff7_4ff4_bd39_6][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__17b7da98_db6e_43fc_8a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e1c60173_5b04_42f5]Sec. 1.  25 MRSA §2801-A, sub-§4-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8727c78c_3294_4f12_bf80][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__04294110_0e1c_42d5_bca0_36c][bookmark: _PAR__3_59778f54_5cbf_42ce_ba59_e61dcf44][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7263e35e_2a42_4f61_b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__96ae5d28_2df9_493f_82c]4-A.  Law enforcement agency.  "Law enforcement agency" has the same meaning as in section 3701, subsection 1.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ddeff555_3f52_418d][bookmark: _PAR__4_287dbc14_7843_4183_883b_77dd984b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__7209df99_d029_408c_b8bd_4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5e2f5d4b_20b7_4544]Sec. 2.  25 MRSA §2803-B, sub-§8 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b6e756d4_6f77_406e_a712][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7dc85633_6289_4c42_9c56_043][bookmark: _PAR__5_9208c412_b88d_4e18_8e82_4bfd8fc2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__841eadcf_2c6b_4d8c_8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9d16c8f6_3c98_4210_8a3]8.  Orientation and training.  A law enforcement agency shall provide orientation and training on the policies and procedures of the agency under subsection 1.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__471eea93_8c38_4ec8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__9ee08f8a_d5dd_4bc9_8924_1][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ee6600e5_229e_4ed3_b329_ed][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0bf79c43_cc37_421d]Sec. 3.  25 MRSA §2808-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _REV__1bb7ad37_95c5_47fb_a877_9d816acdd4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__49091a85_44a2_42d1_ba][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6e23caf7_c73a_40c3_85][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a5ad2d6e_726c_4f72_b4][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__cd0e34a9_cad0_47bc_9468_c92d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f7757f95_4eff_4bc0_baa3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1e40113d_92e8_47cc_bb]§2808-B.  Accessibility of policies and procedures
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__52505ca5_ec09_405d_a883][bookmark: _REV__17d8becf_4b3b_4aa7_9907_a601dce38b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__58afa60b_686c_4c22_9de2_336][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0a6a417d_46fc_4154_9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c3a86126_9d4c_4144_83f]1.  Publishing of policies and procedures. Except as provided by subsection 4, by January 1, 2026, a law enforcement agency shall publish and make publicly available in clear and understandable language the agency's policies and procedures required under section 2803-B, including:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9615f5e7_0c47_4d59_9cd2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4246795d_e3d1_4cc6_9c3e_a5f2][bookmark: _REV__fce77872_71a1_4562_94cd_5ac58a7d36][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eb12d4cb_18e6_4d64_869]A. A summary of each key policy of the agency; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9f632ab5_ce2f_410c_8729][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__05e7ee11_efc3_46f7_98f6_b7bb][bookmark: _REV__da073015_58bf_423f_b0d6_0111fa6a99][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ccaf63af_33d7_4820_934]B. A comprehensive list of agency rules and guidelines governing law enforcement officer conduct, including any updates or revisions; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b3b4b64c_8857_4801_8fb1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e2eab522_9e83_445d_9193_1f72][bookmark: _REV__7978aa67_c726_48a2_88b0_2af9529762][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2ba631a6_6fb8_4aac_a18]C. Contact information for a member of the public to request access to information under paragraph A or B.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__607b2085_d380_473d_920a][bookmark: _REV__53789e89_1b45_4151_a999_ca3d1dfeb3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2c614664_9f47_45de_9e78_b5b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9e4455a7_84a7_43a4_97][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__974d1a3a_c3b3_49f8_a67]2. Format and accessibility. A law enforcement agency shall publish the information in subsection 1 in a manner that clearly labels the information as the agency's policies and procedures and states the date the policies and procedures were published.  The information must be made available:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1bdbaaec_252a_43b7_af2f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__69eed253_30ef_4bea_b31e_4f16][bookmark: _REV__b9719d3f_de18_4842_a4aa_6e91086bb4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a80cf7dd_e461_458c_8e3]A. On a publicly accessible website in a readable format that allows the information to be downloaded.  The information must be located on the agency's main website or a dedicated section of the website with no technical barriers preventing public access, including requiring a password or a fee; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b1c9ded8_60e6_42b4_99b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0012d827_4fd9_45ae_a436_1669][bookmark: _REV__af260389_5d87_4cc9_ae0b_edaee6eb18][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__46a995c0_17b4_4605_956]B. In a printed paper copy format accessible at the agency's headquarters or principal location of operations.  A law enforcement agency that makes available printed paper copies under this paragraph shall make available during normal business hours to a member of the public a paper copy of the agency's policies and procedures under subsection 1 within 7 business days of the member's request. If a paper copy of the policies and procedures is not made available to a requesting member of the public within 7 business days of the request, the law enforcement agency shall inform the member of the public when the paper copy will be made available.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__01399852_c2d6_4ece_aebd][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__38e6cd2a_82a1_44aa_92ba_fb0][bookmark: _REV__5763e7e3_e957_46be_8e4d_fcde272911][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1500e803_76a1_4a9c_8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__75d37158_68ef_4dd2_8dd]3. Agency compliance. No later than January 1st of each year, the chief administrative officer of a law enforcement agency shall certify to the board that the agency is in compliance with this section and section 2803-B, subsection 8.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__75842526_40d3_4371_827a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a198c3b7_f910_4a1a_9173_967][bookmark: _REV__f76baa39_b65e_4319_b840_715814c2fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5e52a3c6_8050_4990_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6293265e_1fcc_4c7f_9f3]4. Dissemination of intelligence and investigative record information prohibited. A law enforcement agency may not disseminate a record that contains intelligence and investigative record information that is confidential in accordance with Title 16, section 804.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__42634a6e_5cc4_49df_90f4][bookmark: _REV__7abb3788_382e_4b40_b2a8_50b14f518c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d9a2b872_3957_4466_a1c3_959][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__75e42124_9abf_4c6b_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9c1e6dfe_f37f_47f0_bf0]5. Payment of costs. A law enforcement agency that provides printed paper copies of policies and procedures pursuant to subsection 2, paragraph B may charge a reasonable fee for the costs of producing the policies and procedures in accordance with Title 1, section 408-A.
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