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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
H.P. 1143 - L.D. 1708
An Act to Create the Commercial Fishing Safety Fund to Further Develop Training and Provide Equipment to Recover Ships and Other Watercraft and Persons in Distress or Lost at Sea
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__d58a4d1a_366e_4931_a9f][bookmark: _PAR__1_f33039dd_8267_4c08_8bcc_b97de9e3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__176e89bf_1918_419d_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1dad59cd_653a_4348][bookmark: _PAR__2_597321b4_eeec_441d_8566_3179b5c5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__086d2258_5c82_42e6_803a_7][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__c2583ae7_d9fb_4e63_85][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0ef05124_77bf_4be6]Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §6035-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_380f9d20_2dd6_4bb9_9013_6b720798][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__936455d6_7c13_493e_89c8_f8f3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a9f58283_ce31_4383_bf47][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a49bc542_ab13_46bb_9a]§6035-A.  Commercial Fishing Safety Fund
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4642763d_7722_42e8_902f_8b60][bookmark: _PAR__4_f6bde379_e7ff_4843_932a_3cb456b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e0083425_397d_4b4c_a4a]The Commercial Fishing Safety Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," is established within the department.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dc946696_3ae8_4009_b79c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__010348c3_6a86_4fd2_bc18_cde][bookmark: _PAR__5_92201a46_c605_4191_a793_b3d3c785][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__09e7ad2a_cc0f_4a43_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f787b626_6291_41ba_af8]1.  Sources.  The commissioner may receive donations and funding from any source on behalf of the fund.  All money received into the fund must be used for the purposes of the fund.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__736cb990_2554_4759_a7dc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__999e7c96_5883_47d6_babc_74c][bookmark: _PAR__6_68c643d1_c61c_4645_933b_73f61df1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6dc05e44_7891_49f5_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9310d534_725f_486e_b9c]2.  Use of fund.  The commissioner shall use the fund to support activities related to improving safety in the commercial fishing industry and improving the department's ability to conduct search and rescue and recovery operations, including the acquisition of necessary equipment.  The commissioner shall consult with the Commercial Fishing Safety Council established in section 6034 in making expenditures from the fund.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4058b80a_309c_4828_9375][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__afe297b6_5216_4715_86fe_a6e][bookmark: _PAR__7_16f4524a_b1e9_4c70_bc69_ac2a7e95][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__903cafb9_193a_4dc2_b4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__80eb420c_7ea0_4fd5_87f]3.  Interest and balances credited to fund.  Any interest earned on the money in the fund must be credited to the fund.  Unexpended balances in the fund at the end of the fiscal year do not lapse but must be carried forward to the next fiscal year and credited to the fund to be used for the purposes of this section.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__739a21c1_18bb_40f4_b2e1][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4cf48cb3_0fec_4817_92df_a8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__210af593_69c4_4d26]Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
MARINE RESOURCES, DEPARTMENT OF
Commercial Fishing Safety Fund  N534
Initiative: Provides baseline allocation to establish the account.
	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	2025-26
	2026-27

	All Other
	$500
	$500

	 
	__________
	__________

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	$500
	$500
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