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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
H.P. 1094 - L.D. 1653
An Act to Develop Maine's Credentialed Workforce
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__4a6a3798_ab63_4ce3_be6][bookmark: _PAR__1_b4a1e52d_8c86_4b8b_996c_70f1308c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__8b9975a8_f9c8_4f99_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__db1eb9a7_4e42_4a37][bookmark: _PAR__2_ba1eef98_c888_49df_8f97_ad1e5989][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0d2221f5_f28d_4a6a_b6a5_8][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__ab5fda1e_8296_4920_9f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__893810af_c720_4b6c]Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA c. 447 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_e42e9dcf_ee74_4238_a4f4_7e429607][bookmark: _STATUTE_C__51956a90_b010_4373_9adc_2922][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c3b477a3_417b_455f_b0b1]CHAPTER 447
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c32f9149_d141_4105_a7d9_8d4f5a24][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a117f34f_aac5_4766_94]MAINE CREDENTIALED WORKFORCE PROGRAM
[bookmark: _PAR__5_586459a6_1679_4621_b380_e3f0cdb1][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__e0069916_ffc1_4a48_b47b_4513][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__915b5e20_7699_42b1_9098][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__06272476_4839_4cb9_b6]§12995.  Definitions
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1f3d7f4e_62b6_4028_a0cf_366e][bookmark: _PAR__6_5c8e2ede_9a27_4595_9768_7edf9a14][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1e311d72_0d07_4adf_9a3]As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ca8a4d07_758e_418c_bab4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__dba4abc4_05c7_4e58_8eab_cd1][bookmark: _PAR__7_37bf0ea2_1b25_4624_87ed_c3880a33][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__51da4147_3eae_402a_b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__730bafbb_346c_4d2c_b3d]1.  Authority.  "Authority" means the Finance Authority of Maine.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__21ee78ba_fc9a_4e7c_93e4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__745ab396_b5f4_472c_bfde_2e2][bookmark: _PAR__8_fa7860de_25bc_41b0_941f_631f5039][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1a197af0_9fcd_478b_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8ce60823_e45f_4cb8_a26]2.  Eligible student loan.  "Eligible student loan" means an undergraduate or graduate school student loan obtained for study at an accredited institution of higher education by a student eligible to receive assistance under a federal student assistance program authorized under the federal Higher Education Act of 1965, Title IV.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bddde5d5_b1fa_4cb3_ae07][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3abfd951_e1e2_4bb4_8db1_c3d][bookmark: _PAR__9_7c0d290c_3766_45db_8690_0c7c5145][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__507468b6_91bb_44d5_80][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a2f0ccc0_6a6c_4b05_be1]3.  Fund.  "Fund" means the Maine Credentialed Workforce Program Fund established in section 12997.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cdea285e_e09d_4c32_8cf6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c2b5ab44_0a4c_40b8_8b7b_363][bookmark: _PAR__10_15c124d6_4e9e_4a6a_b1f7_6e01f95][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__33936dcf_ee79_4d87_bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e7d78812_e3c7_41d7_a9c]4.  Priority occupation.  "Priority occupation" means a profession needing skilled workers as identified by the authority in consultation with workforce experts and in the Department of Economic and Community Development publication "Maine Economic Development Strategy 2020-2029," or successor economic development strategy for the State.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__259d4e3f_f181_4e68_9e37][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7c9abf3f_be82_490e_8fcf_fc2][bookmark: _PAR__11_93dc449d_5686_4996_baf1_99168c8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__86d96e9d_d497_443d_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7f56b8b9_16a3_4b8d_b67]5.  Program.  "Program" means the Maine Credentialed Workforce Program established in section 12996.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_efdce36e_aeab_48ad_a9c7_c3871b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__620dbcb6_8a7f_4e79_8237_06f8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ddf138c7_601e_4b1b_8c4b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a42bfbc2_5110_4a4f_ac]§12996.  Maine Credentialed Workforce Program
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7dd5db53_3121_41c7_8957][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__14eae2c5_92c1_4464_a64c_1de][bookmark: _PAR__13_96385f29_0098_4f82_877d_c5b2308][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5dac682c_172e_4783_81][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4bd530e5_8d2b_4892_ab4]1.  Establishment; administration.  The Maine Credentialed Workforce Program is established to support the credentialing needs of current and future participants in the State's workforce. The authority shall administer the program. The authority's chief executive officer may consult with experts on an ad hoc basis regarding business, education, labor and workforce needs in prioritizing targeted professions. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6660a21d_a108_453b_8b15][bookmark: _PAR__14_f3a73e34_9547_4808_bc0d_d1f5e7e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__bd1eb249_b575_4968_bea0_43b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6be55afd_093f_487c_86][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fb20f518_d038_4195_aab]2.  Eligibility requirements.  The authority shall establish by rule eligibility requirements for the program, which must include, at a minimum:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__18ec42cf_7461_4dcf_92ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a6748756_6f30_4c96_a124_bf14][bookmark: _PAR__15_ffe55788_88ae_40a4_9063_f5181c8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__23e84ca9_910e_45a9_ae6][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__0f25fc5f_0a68_43a8_a09f][bookmark: _REV__62edc7f7_2e79_4515_97dc_8356191988][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e30a6575_6939_47ae_89]A.  That the applicant has received an associate degree, bachelor's degree or graduate degree or a credential within 5 years of the date of application;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f6665848_661c_4794_97ff][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__487ce15c_75d2_4271_bffa_26e4][bookmark: _PAR__16_0d0b8f58_0ff7_446c_b652_e65d7e7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3313ba03_019b_4511_a89][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__e3d32f6c_609c_4745_bf33][bookmark: _REV__9302aa2d_1254_4c55_a87c_a6961f91cf][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ad6c2975_a1b9_488c_a0bb_a6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__35e6d4e6_7ea0_4c9e_b6]B.  That the applicant has outstanding student loan debt or eligible student loans; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d893e661_d57d_4ab9_899e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2cbc2630_5e2a_43bb_b9a1_2afc][bookmark: _PAR__17_3df98363_125e_4f98_8341_eac6aa9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cedddfb8_4940_4deb_9e6]C.  That the applicant is willing to accept and maintain employment in a priority occupation position in the State for a minimum of 4 years in return for repayment by the authority of a portion of that applicant's student loan debt.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e82e9436_a24e_4832_8fca][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__aa7da100_9a63_4a76_86c0_470][bookmark: _PAR__18_c3f88cab_e942_4de3_8c86_92d94dd][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f1ad03cc_4e30_41a4_9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__196dda81_9627_4f38_82c]3.  Application.  An application to the program must be made directly to the authority at a time and in a format to be determined by the authority.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5903d22a_f54c_4615_9f91][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f05022a8_b706_43f6_8147_a03][bookmark: _PAR__1_64431f5e_ea22_4320_b2c3_bdccb6cb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3db1e6dd_b364_4836_9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f16fc7b1_0f46_4607_8d3]4.  Maximum loan repayment.  The maximum loan repayment amount available to a participant in the program is $25,000 per year for a maximum of 4 years.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f7434f24_8c85_45c9_821e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d1546462_6463_4bd1_8379_9d4][bookmark: _PAR__2_14aee639_8baa_4453_bd42_19670cd4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5c94930f_4763_4e0e_b0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__da8b055e_fa43_4c4e_9a5]5.  Loan repayment agreement; provisions.  The authority shall enter into loan repayment agreements with participants in the program on terms and conditions acceptable to the authority, which at a minimum must require the participant and the participant's employer to certify annually, before any payment by the authority under the loan repayment agreement may be made, that the participant has been employed in a priority occupation position for the preceding 12-month period.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_5f963c63_338a_45aa_a049_3d5f56e9][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__695342c3_9077_47ce_b901_18c6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7eb3b929_2981_4fe4_bb93][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ba1dc04c_8851_49ae_a7]§12997.  Maine Credentialed Workforce Program Fund
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4f1629ae_86e7_47d3_a962][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8e784229_068c_4d41_a9dd_3d7][bookmark: _PAR__4_fcb5d92a_dabb_4a96_b92f_ea6a88d8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f81c7b14_6390_4852_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c652da8d_a2db_4a61_b91]1.  Fund created.  The Maine Credentialed Workforce Program Fund is established within the authority as a nonlapsing, interest-earning, revolving fund to carry out the purposes of this chapter. The fund consists of any funds appropriated, allocated or contributed from private or public sources, including from state and federal sources, and any existing funding for other authority programs that, at the discretion of the authority, may be combined with the program. The funds, to be accounted within the authority, must be held separate and apart from all other money, funds and accounts. Eligible investment earnings credited to the assets of the fund become part of the assets of the fund. Any unexpended balances remaining in the fund at the end of any fiscal year do not lapse and must be carried forward to the next fiscal year.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1a89532b_28e5_49d7_a6fe][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e0262421_8551_4dd8_9f3c_46b][bookmark: _PAR__5_48474a8e_9b72_42dc_90c2_6b9d46fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__66f18c61_6d4c_4c75_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__353b9bd1_944c_4eda_9ad]2.  Fund administration.  The authority may receive, invest and expend on behalf of the fund money from gifts, grants, bequests and donations in addition to money appropriated or allocated by the State and any federal funds received by the State for the benefit of workers in the State who have outstanding eligible student loans. Money received by the authority on behalf of the fund must be used for the purposes of this chapter. The fund must be maintained and administered by the authority. Any unexpended balance in the fund carries forward for continued use under this chapter, except for federal funds that must be expended according to guidelines issued by the Federal Government governing the use of those funds.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__eed511a7_cb1d_4198_9dc7][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__55cb3ad5_ac2d_43b9_9355_097][bookmark: _PAR__6_e164f738_1c59_4193_997b_5020b1ca][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__560a6da7_d6f0_4818_82][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1391bcc2_d413_43b4_8ac]3.  Fund expenses.  Costs and expenses of maintaining, servicing and administering the fund and of administering the program may be paid out of amounts in the fund.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_5aa3abb5_acc4_4273_ae67_2997ce34][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__40ed4354_e077_4073_90be_52f8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2e58fc7a_a1e0_4a50_bd25][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__cf14b13b_461b_4974_95]§12998.  Awards
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f6f6f51b_222a_4461_adb9][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__33e31efe_7cde_42c5_9108_f0b][bookmark: _PAR__8_0718f2ae_beea_40b4_9872_175371e6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3d1ef43c_4df9_4378_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__261a2627_96b4_4435_920]1.  Publication of priority occupations.  The authority shall publicize, using a method determined by the authority and taking into consideration the recommendations of workforce experts, the priority occupations for the upcoming application cycle.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4fcc7b47_907a_4267_8859][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__bd2fa98c_09f8_4217_a24b_ff8][bookmark: _PAR__9_e10df066_320b_497f_b5bb_dabc5aa2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e0d8d0b7_86e1_4f33_90][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__76c07f3f_4388_4a0a_abc]2.  Application cycle.  The authority shall publicize the dates and deadlines of the application cycle using a method determined by the authority.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1f23fd30_7b43_4339_b3fd][bookmark: _PAR__10_bead29f7_2f78_47bd_bae0_a89fe2b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__53f1b0ea_fdb2_46cb_86b7_b78][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9b86e4a1_6ddc_456e_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e5871e07_7e47_43bb_8fe]3.  Award amounts.  The authority shall maintain financial projections and establish the targeted number of annual awards to be made to applicants each year who meet the criteria described in section 12996, subsection 2. In accordance with the priority occupations and point system established by the authority, an annual award may not:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f00740ec_8913_4310_90ef][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c39d124f_cd69_4322_9bf3_5ee4][bookmark: _PAR__11_ddec70f4_9f5d_4ca2_85f5_0a75e9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__45f29008_1fe7_4649_b0a]A.  Exceed $25,000 annually;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a817c8ce_3eb8_4acf_acf2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e2e35b0a_3c95_4258_aee7_f338][bookmark: _PAR__12_c9a5cc98_d586_47f9_8b05_071eae2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__aef10ee8_df1e_4476_ada]B.  Exceed $100,000 in aggregate or 50% of a recipient's outstanding eligible student loan debt at the time of application to the program, whichever is less; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c59fe239_31b7_4c7a_852c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b1c26e4b_fb21_4cf1_b359_1e1c][bookmark: _PAR__1_411d175d_ea30_42c6_a588_374eb337][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5d251bda_ceb4_418c_860]C.  Be awarded to a recipient for more than 4 years total.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_cb7d1945_63f0_499f_a539_a869de3d][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__2ac4860f_1a68_4f8f_9a63_5e68][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0992217a_a79c_4dc4_a1e7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c63b5d58_60e2_403e_82]§12999.  Rules
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b5cec065_26a7_45b1_942][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2c4b041c_c7ab_4e44_bd6c_1f57][bookmark: _PAR__3_d32a2eed_f253_4471_9eaf_a77f57a2]The authority may adopt rules to carry out the purposes of this chapter. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__0ad1adb5_c158_441a_8a95][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__9f65abe8_4b05_449e_a377_00][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b92d66b2_08b5_4c0d]Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE
Maine Credentialed Workforce Program Fund N524
Initiative: Provides base allocations to authorize expenditures of funds received from public or private sources.
	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	2025-26
	2026-27

	All Other
	$500
	$500

	 
	__________
	__________

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	$500
	$500
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