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_____
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An Act to Expand the Dental Care Access Credit
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__59f44fe1_3661_4a2f_9ba][bookmark: _PAR__1_3882de2c_509c_4dfa_9e48_aedaf1d3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__f9a0de0e_9a07_417f_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__36110e69_0d8f_4504][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__9e401c65_6abd_41f0_b127_1][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d46652e6_aa8a_4732_8031_66][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__fd429985_d912_40d6_90][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7d504bcd_9528_4b73]Sec. 1.  36 MRSA §5219-CCC is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5de6ddcd_b7d3_49ff_b27f][bookmark: _REV__7fcf9eea_e00c_4bff_aa27_dffffb87f4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__084ae2a1_cd45_4b6e_ac2c_5c3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__94a4a643_00f2_41cc_81][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7316644a_98c1_4edc_a8c]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5313f1a1_3b11_438b_adcb][bookmark: _REV__b7917bd6_ba76_4d53_8dac_2fe9aa632f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4076b8a4_0479_4bbc_8312_48f9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9b17464e_8e7a_4f8f_b59]A.  "Eligible dentist" means a person licensed as a dentist under Title 32, chapter 143 who, on or after January 1, 2027: 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__21a494e0_6b92_44b2_88d2_0bf][bookmark: _REV__0d4cb0d3_9007_4b53_9e41_c197bb8805][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__eded9822_a8b4_403e_a476][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fb3c0edd_881e_41ff_b2b](1)  First begins practicing dentistry in the State by joining an existing dental practice in an underserved area or establishing a new dental practice or purchasing an existing dental practice in an underserved area; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__fdbd05cd_b8b1_421e_a66f_619][bookmark: _REV__04b58146_d0d7_4795_ba93_4d10d68c7b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__34044849_809e_48f0_9822][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ac2cada2_179b_4e89_a4b](2) Agrees to practice full-time for at least 5 years in an underserved area; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__17665bda_ac12_48a2_bc11_fd6][bookmark: _REV__0c9d8cf5_dbdb_4497_9245_66a74d1873][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7cf6f342_85f5_411a_933f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__149c06d2_4680_4efe_b97](3) Is an enrolled MaineCare provider serving a patient panel consisting of no less than 15% MaineCare members; and 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__70461b80_10bd_4208_8c65_35b][bookmark: _REV__aae7f178_57cb_4a69_a9b4_314f636c6b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__59745991_8558_4074_867b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__28d1b0e2_59c1_4c78_a5f](4)  Is certified under subsection 3 to be eligible by the oral health program. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9653a2ca_4920_4796_ae79][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f27d6299_9ee4_4eea_86f1_c541][bookmark: _REV__89bdd2e4_2f5a_4d42_99c5_2e013fdf2c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cbe9caa8_90dc_4593_947]B.  "Oral health program" means the program within the Department of Health and Human Services with responsibility for oral health promotion and dental disease prevention activities.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bdb98e0c_c1d5_4c94_b4b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bb0daa8d_661f_4bd6_96b0_1fde][bookmark: _REV__7ec4a7dd_ca91_4b78_a52b_0db95999b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__497abecb_9b17_4e53_98a]C.  "Underserved area" means an area in the State that is a dental health professional shortage area as defined by the federal Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__25a48eeb_e43e_427d_a882][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ffe637c5_8bf3_4003_80c4_cfc][bookmark: _REV__93741d73_e310_4d12_8972_a4c35e2ad4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__717979f6_e519_47af_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4e64657c_0ee9_4f51_a99]2.  Credit.  An eligible dentist determined to be eligible on or after January 1, 2027 but before January 1, 2033 is allowed a credit for each tax year, not to exceed $6,000 in the first year, $9,000 in the 2nd year, $12,000 in the 3rd year, $15,000 in the 4th year and $18,000 in the 5th year, against the taxes due under this Part.  The credit may be claimed in the first year that the eligible dentist meets the conditions of eligibility for at least 6 months and each of the 4 subsequent years.  The credit is not refundable. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__849024de_2209_46b2_a8a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__724d1479_596d_40b6_aef5_598][bookmark: _REV__bc3d1a0c_719e_498a_90f2_3d5fb1125f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2dc3c099_85ca_485e_8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ecb534dc_c27d_4a9a_98a]3.  Eligibility limitation; certification.  The oral health program shall certify up to 5 eligible dentists in each year from 2027 to 2032.  Additional dentists may not be certified after 2032.  The oral health program shall monitor certified dentists to ensure that they continue to be eligible for the credit under this section and shall decertify any dentist who ceases to meet the conditions of eligibility.  The oral health program shall notify the bureau whenever a dentist is certified or decertified.  A decertified dentist ceases to be eligible for the credit under this section beginning with the tax year during which the dentist is decertified.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7911956a_57b9_4793_850b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d4c0ecf5_34fe_4a31_9fc3_e24][bookmark: _REV__a3b0ce81_2010_4700_b106_edbfa51fc5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b1e0c9c9_44c8_43ea_8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__04951a6e_ef53_478c_ad2]4.  Annual report.  By March 1, 2028 and annually thereafter, the oral health program shall submit to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters a report that analyzes the effectiveness of the credit provided by this section in attracting dentists to underserved areas and recommending whether the credit should be retained, repealed or amended.  The committee may submit legislation to any regular or special session of the Legislature related to the report.
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