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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
H.P. 1039 - L.D. 1581
An Act Regarding the Motor Vehicle Excise Tax and Registration Fees Exemption for Certain Veterans
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__6d5cb65d_ac33_4601_][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__7e4eb200_7f6b_4a64_8011_88][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__f18ebabb_21ea_46bd_]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
Whereas, certain veterans are exempt from motor vehicle registration fees and excise tax, and 100% disabled veterans may be issued, at no cost, a motor vehicle registration certificate and special designating license plate and to ensure certain veterans benefit from the excise tax exemption and free motor vehicle registration; and
Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__318b3b1d_5517_434b_927][bookmark: _PAR__1_b97ba5cd_fa55_4324_9518_7673467e]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1a6b655c_ca88_4927][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__5b651795_69be_4074_819c_5][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e69dd488_0595_403e_9bda_35][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__ce1ffac8_f6ad_4ca8_9f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__26779dd0_d4f2_4b40]Sec. 1.  29-A MRSA §523, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2023, c. 634, §8, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2d715afc_eab9_44ee_8eb2][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8aba9ffd_4c28_4c71_9c7c_aae][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__14ddd2ff_2554_4383_a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ac99a8dc_d07c_449d_9fd][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__211c97bb_d587_433d_a8f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__5e775590_cef8_4bab_b0b][bookmark: _REV__6b60a474_a261_499a_80bf_6fbbac6c1a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b6ac0bb4_e711_4e4c_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__693ce02c_49e8_4a02_b0][bookmark: _REV__7745d798_733e_467c_918e_8fc5dd091d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ab10607a_4b51_4266_96][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__28757185_e97a_4999_80][bookmark: _REV__25e36fa1_7ad8_4130_be9c_792e71c61b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dcd3a2ff_6d2c_40fa_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__24e65bba_5566_4da0_84]2.  Disabled veterans; special free license plates.  The Secretary of State, on application and upon evidence of payment of the excise tax required by Title 36, section 1482 or upon evidence of exemption from excise tax under Title 36, section 1483, subsection 12, shall issue, with no annual registration fee, a registration certificate and upon request special designating plates to be used in lieu of regular registration plates for a vehicle with a registered gross weight of not more than 26,000 pounds to any 100% disabled veteran when that application is accompanied by certification from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs or any branch of the United States Armed Forces as to the veteran's permanent disability and receipt of 100% service-connected benefits. Upon request a disability placard may be issued at no fee. The Secretary of State may issue a registration certificate and special designating plates for no more than one vehicle 3 vehicles owned by a veteran eligible under this subsection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0df0ac9b_7389_43d3_ae4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__024a83c9_5e1d_47ee_a76d_3584]These special designating plates must bear the words "Disabled Veteran," which indicate that the vehicle is owned by a disabled veteran.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d3923d40_596f_4627][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6e44a4e0_65bb_4f84_b437_d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b9d0abb3_41cd_4907]Sec. 2.  36 MRSA §1483, sub-§12, as amended by PL 2021, c. 240, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4fa1fae1_d987_4028_84fa][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__15f3b89c_2099_4ed9_97a0_296][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f69cb5fa_b5c0_4a18_82][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__718e900f_18bd_4da6_847][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__804519cb_b659_4922_9ee][bookmark: _REV__19498fba_cba5_4c63_8615_56acbf4a2f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2bdd8752_71d7_494d_a3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f3d63834_0065_4101_b7][bookmark: _REV__4e6e9966_07ce_40ee_8a03_9f16368ac8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__df60921b_cc6b_40db_a9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__06266e84_fcc7_4ad0_86]12.  Certain veterans.  Automobiles owned by veterans who are granted free registration of those vehicles by the Secretary of State under Title 29‑A, section 523, subsection 1 or 2 or who are disabled by injury or disease incurred or aggravated during active military service in the line of duty and are receiving any form of pension or compensation from the United States Government for total, service-connected disability. A maximum of 3 automobiles owned by a veteran are exempt from the excise tax. In order for an automobile to qualify for an exemption from the excise tax under this subsection, the name of the qualifying veteran must appear on the automobile's certificate of title. If there are multiple owners of an automobile, at least one of the owners whose name appears on the certificate of title must meet the requirements of this subsection in order for the automobile to qualify for the exemption;
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__fb9af125_894f_4496_a7][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__38493a18_904b_44cf_9bc6_53]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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