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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
H.P. 1010 - L.D. 1525
An Act to Promote Firewood Banks in Maine
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__531e430d_50cf_4deb_97c][bookmark: _PAR__1_e6bb78c2_eb21_4ac6_b1fa_54ffa62a][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__77a64e5e_fba0_4f34_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__92028994_c7b9_490c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0dc672dc_033c_45cd_a297_0][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__49b27c58_dcae_48dc_803f_a6][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__89376635_0ecd_4813_83][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2d6e5fd9_e00c_47c1]Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §1849, sub-§1, ¶B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__93c324d8_054c_4210_afcb][bookmark: _REV__f87dd4db_7321_4503_a870_0808272560][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8c13f2cb_a850_4a1d_bcdc_b11d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fb36544c_99eb_42ba_bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__385e3f80_b816_4f4e_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4a8065dd_0f4c_4f99_a79]B.  Upon written request from a firewood bank, the bureau may donate timber for use as firewood to the firewood bank if the following conditions are met: 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__b5d7c3c0_1ef8_45fe_a449_09a][bookmark: _REV__375016a6_6bee_4580_93a7_a343ae314b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__792dde83_a0bb_4324_833d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5e7dd155_efff_4090_8e6](1) The director determines that sufficient funds are available in the Public Reserved Lands Management Fund in subsection 2; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__cd9d4c35_2cef_4dbb_8ed7_a68][bookmark: _REV__4bee2acc_d706_41f0_aeb4_0452b72514][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bacc6716_b02b_4f4d_af66][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5e9c119a_9e7e_4818_8a3](2) Any harvest and trucking fees are paid for or reimbursed by the firewood bank; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e1cfdcb0_1f88_4f01_b37f_4c1][bookmark: _REV__a6b853e7_05d7_477c_b0b5_7c95f34e16][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7b18510f_a65e_46a1_b822][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cba05c75_5903_42d8_89a](3) All contractual requirements of the harvest operation from which timber is donated are met. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d5a32137_4c7c_43d5_b78][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__03e6006e_49b7_4da9_b1ee_e5b6][bookmark: _REV__a784b480_0719_4f7c_a402_093e5a0c18]For purposes of this paragraph, "firewood bank" means an organization that purchases or accepts donations of firewood and makes available firewood free of charge to individuals and families in need of heating assistance.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__5680203a_1154][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__888fa0c6_595a_4934]Sec. 2.  Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry to promote firewood banks.  The Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry shall promote the development and public awareness of firewood banks in this State.  For purposes of this section, "firewood bank" has the same meaning as in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 1849, subsection 1, paragraph B.  The bureau shall develop and dispense informational resources to promote the successful operation of firewood banks in this State.  In fulfilling its obligations under this section, the bureau may collaborate with the University of Maine System.  The bureau shall:
1.  Provide information to the public for the purpose of increasing awareness of the resources available at firewood banks and the charitable efforts needed to maintain firewood banks in this State; and
2.  Develop and maintain on the bureau's publicly accessible website a list of all firewood banks operating in the State.
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