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An Act To Ensure the Provision of Appropriate Personal Protective Equipment to Firefighters
[bookmark: _PAR__1_bf0dd54a_6ca3_49c3_9c3a_8ff400b2][bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__e5fdd6bc_e345_4ee8_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__7d65f1c5_45fd_4b04_]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_8d35f8cb_f864_4e29_a708_09266129]Whereas, firefighters must remain ever vigilant as fires and other emergencies happen every day; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_8f53a210_6fe5_43e1_8de1_314d6507]Whereas, firefighters are exposed to toxic fumes and substances regularly in the course of their firefighting duties; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ce3c3cdd_05f2_46b4_89e4_806c9e9e]Whereas, immediate enactment of this Act is necessary to help prevent the negative effects of such exposure for the many firefighters who have only ill-fitting gear to protect them in their firefighting duties; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_ff4a0a6c_a041_4248_89a8_f2ea769f]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__b3319cb3_a8cf_422d_b3f][bookmark: _PAR__6_ea28610f_0e78_4b2b_922a_9c074238]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__bd11b966_12ff_4111_9847_f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__dfc0b1e6_944c_460b][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6c3e0807_f7ee_4063_8c5e_29][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__54968496_b9ab_4452_a8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3d6be48d_b45f_4017]Sec. 1.  26 MRSA §2103, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2003, c. 570, §3 and affected by c. 570, §7, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a58aa566_b34b_42c5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d22ba6ee_b877_4c64_a7e7_c][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__eaf9b3b4_f42b_4839_8dcd_7c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5329b880_2f81_4d1f]Sec. 2.  26 MRSA §2103, sub-§1-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3761529d_32d2_4563_ae9c][bookmark: _REV__2244ca30_2bc5_4950_96fd_31243797ef][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ff8a4a29_acce_4911_92][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ebf3a8ea_e10c_41df_a3a7_ef3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b559d92b_fc78_4be4_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4825e307_90f9_49fc_962]1-A.  Protective equipment.  The fire department shall provide each firefighter with the appropriate equipment to protect the firefighter from the hazards of the work environment to which the firefighter is likely to be exposed.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0929904f_2340_4c49_ac1d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f7328c4e_02e1_4b80_8174_d377][bookmark: _REV__c21c61c6_1266_4ee5_8d65_a551f88eea][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e441fc4a_fa62_46d9_839]A. All protective equipment must fit properly and must meet or exceed the requirements of the United States Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health Administration or the National Fire Protection Association, whichever are more stringent, that are in effect at the time of purchase.  Proper fit is determined by selecting the best-fitting protective equipment after reviewing design options specific to the firefighter's sex and options for sizing and tailoring the protective equipment.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__847a3ba9_88f1_4bdd_99f7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ad8b3018_ec12_4de1_945a_50f9][bookmark: _REV__2682350d_26c8_4239_bdff_8965936ce8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9a397127_7659_407b_a86]B.  The firefighter shall use the protective equipment whenever exposed to the hazards for which that equipment is provided.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a3a81b22_f3a0_46d1_9703][bookmark: _REV__f32f1a68_71a8_4b30_a329_b1664ec041][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e0c4c6bf_2274_4887_b866_c1cb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__14231586_bb17_413a_a07]C.  Protective equipment, as provided in this section, must consist of protective clothing, helmet ensemble, foot, hand and hearing protection, self-contained breathing apparatus, personal alert safety systems and fire service life safety rope, harness and hardware.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__0a9fea50_9d36][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1ec1a004_6223_4c0b_a415_d2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__cd3b02d0_321b_47c6]Sec. 3.  Notice to fire departments and volunteer fire associations.  The Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Standards shall notify all municipal fire departments and volunteer fire departments and associations of the requirements of this Act and the commercial availability of firefighting protective equipment appropriately sized for firefighters who are females.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__33bdf528_184d_42c5_ba][bookmark: _PAR__9_0a773460_3740_475f_8553_62d468cb]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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