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An Act To Strengthen Maine's Election Laws by Requiring Verification of Identity To Vote
L.D. 1083
An Act To Create a Voter Identification System
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4b642a65_f641_469a_831e_9a][bookmark: _PAR__11_56e93819_796c_4cec_bca3_7eadc98]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_4721b92f_7221_45f3_815d_156161d]'An Act To Strengthen Maine's Election Laws by Requiring Verification of Identity To Vote'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c3d4a000_7d22_4ba1_87d7_a8][bookmark: _PAR__13_63508210_b4fe_4490_a57f_3a1df3d]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_91403478_3537_45e4_b7c4_2a4abce]'Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §671, sub-§1-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_ef6a3f0b_eb2e_483c_97eb_2b8720b]1-A.  Verification of identity.  A voter who wishes to vote must verify the voter's identity by presenting one of the forms of documentation described in section 112-A, subsections 1 to 3 to the election clerk.  The election clerk shall compare the voter's name on the documentation to the voter's name on the incoming voting list.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_5571c193_2819_4438_89c8_eeda6ba]A.  If the voter is unable to present the documentation required by this subsection or, except as provided in paragraph B, if the voter's name listed on the documentation presented to the election clerk does not match the name listed on the incoming voting list, the election clerk may not issue a ballot to the voter unless the voter completes and signs an identity affidavit, under penalty of perjury, swearing or affirming that the voter is the individual whose name appears on the incoming voting list.  The identity affidavit must be on a form designed by the Secretary of State and must include, at a minimum, the voter's name and address and the reason that the voter was unable to provide satisfactory documentation of the voter's identity under this subsection.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_47e59e99_f6f5_4df6_b668_0385592]B.  If the voter's name listed on the documentation presented to the election clerk does not match the voter's name listed on the incoming voting list because the voter's name was changed by marriage or other process of law, the voter must be directed to notify the registrar of the voter's new and former names as required by section 129 before voting.'
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_f9910fd1_eaf6_456c_99f5_005e65eb]This amendment, which is a minority report of the committee, strikes and replaces the bill and requires a voter to provide proof of the voter's identity when voting in person.  Under the amendment, the following documents are acceptable proof of the voter's identity, if the name of the voter on the document matches the name of the voter on the incoming voting list: a current and valid government-issued photographic identification document including a United States passport, military identification, driver's license or state identification; a government-issued identification document without a photograph, including, but not limited to, a certified birth certificate or social security card; and an official document, including but not limited to a document confirming eligibility determinations for public benefits, a utility bill, a bank statement, a government check, a paycheck or other government document that shows the name and address of the voter.  If the voter's name on the document does not match the voter's name on the incoming voting list because the voter's name was changed by marriage or other process of law, the voter must be directed to notify the registrar of voters of the change as required by current law before voting.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_11c387d1_eb07_4111_aeda_c9a35322]If the voter is unable to present acceptable proof of the voter's identity or if the name of the voter on the document presented does not match the voter's name on the incoming voting list, the voter must complete and sign an affidavit, under penalty of perjury, swearing or affirming that the voter is the individual listed on the incoming voting list and providing the reason that the voter was unable to provide satisfactory proof of identity before voting.
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