131st Maine Legislature
Resolve, Directing the Secretary of State to Create a Working Group on Financial Responsibility for Certain Religious Organizations
L.D. 1004
An Act to Allow a Qualifying Religious Organization to Self-insure for Automobile Insurance
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__fe7eb311_9187_454c_ad1e_8a][bookmark: _PAGE__1_60d73bd0_972e_43b3_bd6d_08938c0][bookmark: _PAR__2_1fa3814e_dc94_4f50_8b03_fe7e4e01]L.D. 1004
[bookmark: _PAR__3_a2fdcb20_993a_4b5f_b106_1e2c4ddd]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_7ff74663_4551_4f1b_b513_dafb6096]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_cf3dd538_48a1_41a1_b710_53f59382]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__6_260c6600_b50d_402c_be74_77ca1a6c]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__7_542927cf_f758_4bc2_979e_a59843e5]131ST LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_651ec80f_18aa_481c_9cf5_8db3054c]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__9_ebe8eef6_f1f0_41a5_b6d5_0460d76d]HOUSE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 640, L.D. 1004, “An Act to Allow a Qualifying Religious Organization to Self-insure for Automobile Insurance”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__430cc960_883c_4f8e_a3db_53][bookmark: _PAR__10_75663d22_c337_4cdc_9be8_dfedbc8]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_abcc8729_4c2f_4db5_b13f_f69081f]'Resolve, Directing the Secretary of State to Create a Working Group on Financial Responsibility for Certain Religious Organizations'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__fe6ca2eb_05f3_4a68_9011_9c][bookmark: _PAR__12_e506f3ba_d6df_4ffb_a59a_4cda627]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the title and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_8676242c_fd63_42a3_ae11_d9756da]'Preamble.  Whereas, there are religious groups living in the State that, due to their sincerely held beliefs, cannot adhere to traditional methods of vehicle insurance; and
[bookmark: _PAR__14_f1b5e847_2e00_40b1_bd07_e8c7750]Whereas, the Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles upholds the laws that require all drivers to hold the legally required amount of financial responsibility in the event of an accident; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_530c62d4_8860_4278_a39e_effd547]Whereas, the need to ensure the safety of all drivers is shared by all stakeholders; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _PAR__16_cb72db04_1ea7_43e8_a78e_09415c2]Sec. 1. Financial responsibility working group. Resolved: That the Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles shall convene a working group to study financial responsibility, including the feasibility of insurance alternatives, for some religious organizations in accordance with this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_06942ad7_39b8_45f2_9855_b28c8a8]1. Membership. The Secretary of State shall appoint members to the working group. The working group consists of members listed as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__18_9478e1bd_904e_41b7_bb98_f64e324]A. The Secretary of State or the secretary's designee;
[bookmark: _PAR__19_bb5b44a8_1925_4f73_b9fd_5c1af1a]B. The deputy secretary of state for the Bureau of Motor Vehicles or the deputy secretary's designee;
[bookmark: _PAR__20_fae92ee6_ac6b_4dca_9c2b_a50ee5d]C. Staff of the Bureau of Motor Vehicles;
[bookmark: _PAR__21_883a33cf_ebf1_4385_9cad_c0ec6d2]D. The Attorney General or the Attorney General's designee;
[bookmark: _PAR__22_d065669c_a094_4ace_8745_07603c4]E. The Treasurer of State or the treasurer's designee;
[bookmark: _PAR__23_ba32cf3f_3f5c_4778_b7a4_d151bbf]F. A representative from the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Insurance;
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_96136d8e_1b21_439d_b30d_79e4e10][bookmark: _PAR__2_3cad1588_ba30_468b_9f0c_a69dc043]G. A representative from a private insurance company;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c10a81c3_4444_48e2_89b7_7f6639d6]H. A representative of the insurance industry;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ca78b1ad_a98f_413a_a466_424084fa]I. Representatives from the Mennonite community; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_d130383b_9c18_4e97_8e60_8ae879ee]J. A representative of an organization dedicated to the rights of consumers.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_7b702cfe_70c7_4e50_853e_c0405192]The Secretary of State may invite other members to participate in the working group to provide additional perspectives, including legislative perspectives.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_1b727032_f243_4a19_9507_01c52195]2. Compensation. Members of the working group may not be compensated for their work on the working group.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_b46824c0_34e8_4075_9e62_16a7ad33]3. Duties. Duties of the working group include:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_9bd42d76_5b4d_4940_8d4a_f644c5cb]A. Reviewing the State's current insurance requirements for motor vehicles;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_591597bb_c163_4478_98cc_196c38e]B. Examining and identifying financial responsibility options, including potential alternatives to insurance practices in other states;
[bookmark: _PAR__11_b78c0d94_aacd_466a_990a_4dd9645]C. Identifying possible changes to statute and any associated resource needs regarding the establishment of alternatives to the State's current insurance program for religious groups whose sincerely held beliefs preclude participation in traditional insurance; and
[bookmark: _PAR__12_f86ac8db_04b7_4d28_9bf5_60138cf]D. Making recommendations based on the findings of the working group, with an emphasis on creating an equitable system.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_9d03ad83_63b5_4393_a687_2bb37c8]4. Staff assistance. The Department of the Secretary of State shall provide necessary staffing services to the working group.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_7dbdecb1_463b_4612_9b7e_288ae60]5. Report. The working group shall provide a report by January 15, 2024 containing the findings and recommendations of the working group to the Joint Standing Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services. The Joint Standing Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services may submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature based on the recommendations in the report.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__3d214344_a693_4d08_8830_91][bookmark: _PAR__15_175c37d4_d314_4bc1_839c_9c0e2fe]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__5cccf2c7_8345_420b_b912_349b33][bookmark: _PAR__16_ea32f513_4a28_4771_bf63_d3d4271]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__17_b17d661e_64f7_43db_8370_690b4cc]This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment establishes a working group, convened by the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles, to study the financial and vehicle insurance options for certain religious organizations whose sincerely held religious beliefs preclude participation in traditional vehicle insurance.
[bookmark: _SPONSOR_BLOCK__a0218f1c_a156_4086_94c3_][bookmark: _PAR__18_22d6f3b5_ddaf_4284_8b0b_eebb9f6]SPONSORED BY: ___________________________________
[bookmark: _PAR__19_1d252bbe_1254_4607_906a_c55e046](Representative PERRY, A.)
[bookmark: _PAR__20_e67e899c_1cf4_444d_90e7_15b44ec]TOWN: Calais
LR2322, item 3 - 131st Maine Legislature, page 2
