132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Support Affordable Housing Development
L.D. 970
An Act to Support Affordable Housing Development

STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
H.P. 630 - L.D. 970
An Act to Support Affordable Housing Development
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__a078aef1_d103_4c6c_ad3][bookmark: _PAR__1_fe248bd9_eae3_4fe7_8082_79cdd9ec][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__194cacbc_6382_4485_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__61feba61_e283_4b98][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__93e29f46_9e1f_42f4_8153_2][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__dd3a703e_ae6e_4cd9_9904_6f][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__9969be72_8802_41d9_93][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1194005f_ecf4_4ce9]Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §488, sub-§30 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fc1716d8_226b_483c_aaa1][bookmark: _REV__84d8b049_0d0b_4ded_b777_3b1c48d2b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__73b5ca0c_5058_4431_b0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__947e6052_5b12_440b_adef_448][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__751f85ff_6aa7_479b_96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c9236461_178f_4806_8d6]30.  Exemption for construction of new dwelling units at existing development.  New construction of dwelling units at an existing development that has been permitted pursuant to this article is exempt from review under this article if: 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b840e6c0_0295_467d_afb7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8df8e9b4_471b_4e99_aa91_c82d][bookmark: _REV__d284a6e4_d3ab_446c_96fa_1bc4346d3c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__014401cb_d3f5_4499_bb4]A. The additional disturbed area not to be revegetated does not exceed 40,000 square feet ground area in any calendar year and does not exceed 80,000 square feet ground area in total; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__09f9d64f_5c31_481a_8a99][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__434a47f3_c6ff_431b_86be_3b9c][bookmark: _REV__ed6f3974_b895_49e9_868d_458cfd179d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cb77e548_0cec_4436_888]B. Any new dwelling units to be constructed that are designed to accommodate more than 4 families are connected to a public water and sewer system; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8ab335b0_ab5c_4dfe_ab1c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8eedd2a1_2e2a_497c_9681_fe73][bookmark: _REV__0d1a657c_fcb2_452b_bc34_3601214bc4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__45ea7bb8_0fe1_4bb5_8f6]C. The new construction is not contrary to the terms or conditions of the permit, other than by the addition of new disturbed area for dwelling units.  An area designated by the permit for storm water management or for natural resource or visual buffers may not be developed under this exemption.  Subsurface wastewater disposal systems or wells may not be constructed in an area excluded by the permit for the placement of those systems; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__76f2f1ae_bb29_460b_acd0][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c9a51154_b1a8_4e39_adb6_bf16][bookmark: _REV__9be86f9b_1256_4328_8621_450199a39d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d88e6d39_f0cf_4f55_a49]D. The permittee annually notifies the department of any new construction conducted during the previous 12 months that is eligible for the exemption under this subsection.  The notice must identify the type, location and ground area of the new construction.  With the annual notification, the permittee shall provide to the department development plans certified by a professional engineer for the new construction undertaken pursuant to this subsection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0ceaa3e2_c351_449a_9d1b_323f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a89f771b_79a1_4c52_bd2][bookmark: _REV__287f06e0_a716_42d0_9a23_cd69864e72]When review under this article is required at an existing development permitted pursuant to this article, the permittee shall provide plans for the new development, as well as for any activities that have been previously undertaken pursuant to this subsection.  The permittee shall demonstrate that activities undertaken pursuant to this subsection met the requirements for storm water management in effect when the activities were undertaken and that were applicable to the activity considering the entirety of the development.
[bookmark: _REV__bb2f3ade_8a9f_440b_b5c0_a5282ee78d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b0eefd20_8489_4b37_84f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__279aea04_286b_4bd8_a48e_55fc]For purposes of this subsection, "dwelling unit" means any part of a structure that, through sale or lease, is intended for human habitation, including single-family and multifamily housing, accessory dwelling units, condominiums, apartments and time-share units.
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