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An Act to Validate Certain Proceedings Authorizing the Issuance of Bonds and Notes by the City of Rockland
[bookmark: _PAR__1_48ed63a2_cede_4c7d_ba00_ba6a1e9d][bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__7fa67f9d_54f9_4d72_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__dea8d645_6324_4b7b_]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_94706f33_4610_436a_ad75_d13b270e]Whereas, the City of Rockland is authorized pursuant to state law and its charter to borrow money and to issue its general obligation bonds and notes in furtherance of its municipal purposes; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_f6c461ee_468d_403b_bf46_1e798a37]Whereas, at a city referendum held November 8, 2022, the voters of the city ratified and approved 3 bond ordinances that authorized the city to issue its general obligation bonds and notes for the following purposes and in the following amounts: an amount not to exceed $15,000,000 to finance roads and sidewalk improvements, $2,400,000 to finance the permanent closure of the city landfill and $15,000,000 to finance storm water projects, plus, in each instance, an amount not to exceed 2% to pay costs of issuance, all as described in the notices, warrants and ballots for the referendum; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__f073138f_53df_4865_aad9][bookmark: _PAR__4_683fb8cf_4635_4869_8fe8_35dc1205]Whereas, the voters of the city voted in favor of the 3 bond ordinance questions as follows: Question 1, roads and sidewalk improvements, 2,360 in favor and 736 against, with 171 blank ballots; Question 2, landfill closure, 1,866 in favor and 1,158 against, with 243 blank ballots; and Question 3, storm water projects, 2,275 in favor and 796 against, with 196 blank ballots; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_89077137_49a1_49b7_b6c6_132e74c7][bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__6a3ca46b_dfb8_4e8f_b296]Whereas, the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30-A, section 5772, subsection 2‑A requires that any question submitted to the electors for ratification of a general obligation bond be accompanied by a statement signed by the treasurer of the municipality setting forth certain information including the following: 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_1d6c392a_c8c2_498e_bc95_ba7e5bb5]1. The total amount of bonds of the municipality outstanding and unpaid, the total amount of bonds of the municipality authorized and unissued and the total amount of bonds of the municipality contemplated to be issued if the submitted questions are ratified;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_9d2fb54f_5a5c_4c81_ae6d_f5d4ad74]2. The estimated cost of interest on the bond amount to be issued and the total cost of principal and interest to be paid at maturity; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_7219837a_ea29_4a93_8198_afd8b2eb]3. A declaration that the validity of the bonds and of the voters' ratification of the bonds may not be affected by any errors in the foregoing estimate; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__1f10d2dd_641a_470b_ad23][bookmark: _PAR__9_1abd1b67_4a5a_4a70_b5d4_28c92d96]Whereas, due to an inadvertent oversight, the 3 bond ordinance questions were submitted to the voters without the signed statement required by Title 30‑A, section 5772, subsection 2‑A; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__21991660_92e3_435e_a547][bookmark: _PAR__10_d89d00af_aca3_4c4a_8a1d_c50ad8e]Whereas, the failure to include such a signed statement as strictly required by Title 30‑A, section 5772, subsection 2‑A could affect the marketability of the bonds or notes to be issued by the city in connection with the projects; and
[bookmark: _PAR__11_6f4bc42a_ba6f_49cf_b2d5_9415c7b]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__58498a57_2d0e_4964_8c6][bookmark: _PAR__12_a8f4b291_c932_4557_8ac7_fe85509]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_f6b761d9_b9e5_443e_a347_cd96944][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__5bb89a39_d11e][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__ffb3672b_af38_4283_b8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e11dd3fb_fb23_4ae3][bookmark: _PAR__1_ccf4aaa9_8af6_4cfe_8046_a25afb61]Sec. 1. Validation and authorization.  Notwithstanding any provision of the Maine Revised Statutes or the charter of the City of Rockland to the contrary, the City of Rockland referendum conducted on November 8, 2022 with respect to the 3 bond ordinance questions and the proceedings related to that referendum are validated and made effective. The City of Rockland is authorized to enter into contracts and to issue bonds or notes of the city in an amount not to exceed $15,000,000 to finance roads and sidewalk improvements, all as set forth in "Bond Question #1 Roads & Sidewalks" of the warrant and ballot for the referendum; $2,400,000 to finance the permanent closure of the city landfill, all as set forth in "Bond Question #2 Landfill Closure" of the warrant and ballot for the referendum; and $15,000,000 to finance storm water projects, all as set forth in "Bond Question #3 Storm Water Projects" of the warrant and ballot for the referendum, plus, in each instance, up to 2% for costs of issuance.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__c7c7391f_2dc6_4136_89][bookmark: _PAR__2_e6da1a12_83bd_4e16_9c26_d6014d35]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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