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_____
H.P. 567 - L.D. 881
An Act to Establish an Apprentice Insurance Producer License
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__c01e4994_1ab9_4050_b03][bookmark: _PAR__1_4e06bd53_07e4_4418_bc1c_ecc86c90][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__e07f2557_dec6_415e_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e0d0caff_0045_4ea0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b694489b_ac6b_4dc2_b103_4][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__09b7a235_9c79_46c8_aa5e_f3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__f83d9584_ba77_40fb_89][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ca1bc094_59e4_4f60]Sec. 1.  24-A MRSA §1420-Q is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b11206d5_2eb8_4153_8104_bd11][bookmark: _REV__70c51399_4c7b_4a84_bdd1_8d7f575fe3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ae2d5363_6477_4d80_900]Beginning January 1, 2026, the superintendent may issue an apprentice insurance producer license in accordance with this section and section 1420-J without requiring an examination. An applicant for a license as an apprentice insurance producer shall apply to the superintendent in the form and manner determined by the superintendent. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__42e877df_e717_49a8_afbe][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0ed9dea2_5ad0_41ae_a40c_1578][bookmark: _REV__fd7cc260_1e88_4908_803e_284643c2e6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__318526cf_5bd1_4729_aea]B.  Is employed by a licensed resident insurance producer who has certified to the superintendent on a form prescribed by the superintendent that the licensed resident insurance producer will supervise the apprentice insurance producer licensee and will assume responsibility for all acts of the apprentice insurance producer licensee; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e203a1bf_e5e0_45df_a09a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1f58a61e_b1c5_46d8_a5e9_9b30][bookmark: _REV__6cdd8de0_eb5d_4500_a72e_277143150a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ee633b5b_80ba_42af_a7f]C.  Has submitted an application for an insurance producer license and meets the requirements for an insurance producer license, except for passage of any required examination. The applicant and sponsor shall provide any information requested by the superintendent as part of the review of the application; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__304c7908_60fb_435f_8f0b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__52af1cc4_8db5_455e_939b_b41e][bookmark: _REV__65e5ea3a_6734_4ae2_98ee_7b3377dfd0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f350cd59_0e26_499f_ab3]D.  Has not previously held or been denied an insurance producer license under this Title in this State or a comparable insurance producer license in any other jurisdiction and has not previously been issued or denied an apprentice insurance producer license; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2b90ed6c_7987_43d8_b1a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__63214e30_617b_4eee_8193_903c][bookmark: _REV__a56cc4a1_b4c0_4a7f_ad4b_c31ce3c5bd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d333feaa_bdfe_4ada_ae2]E.  Is a resident of this State at the time of application and remains a resident of this State throughout the apprenticeship; and 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__43f839ef_1430_42b3_9e14][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__391b24af_8e28_49d5_b238_ac2f][bookmark: _REV__ee2c0ed5_7621_49b8_ae26_10fed1643b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__870d1b4a_71bf_4e30_b8c]F.  Has paid the temporary licensing fee required by section 601, subsection 5, paragraph C and any applicable application fee. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8691d872_de6a_455b_9114][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5845b1f2_7962_4745_a7df_be6][bookmark: _REV__e11eb943_fab5_47f7_a65e_7d1caf4d4a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e34d50dc_51aa_4991_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__43aa9b21_c645_4ff1_882]2.  Sponsor required.  An apprentice insurance producer license may not be issued without the sponsorship of a licensed resident insurance producer. A sponsor shall complete an application required by the superintendent. The sponsor may not have any restriction on the sponsor's producer license, including, but not limited to, being on probation or having any disciplinary reporting requirements to the superintendent. The sponsor must have held a Maine producer license in good standing for at least one year prior to applying to be a sponsor and must meet any other requirements established by the superintendent. The superintendent may revoke a sponsor's authorization to employ an apprentice insurance producer for failing to comply with any requirements of the sponsorship and for any of the reasons for disciplinary action under section 1420-K. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b880b2ba_d05d_45e9_a285][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8bbd341c_1fcb_4a79_bea2_a39][bookmark: _REV__cf4da15f_a73e_41d2_9d9c_0e91f28b63][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3f6cdd4e_7566_4d19_8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fe21c431_edd0_4a37_b2e]3.  Legal responsibility.  A sponsor who employs an apprentice insurance producer licensee assumes all legal responsibility for all acts of the apprentice insurance producer licensee who is employed by the sponsor. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__91db3fb7_9898_4e2d_b7b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__fdc04b69_2b05_4423_899f_e24][bookmark: _REV__781b0125_5744_4713_9b75_dfb22e7ceb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__58e5b2ca_0cdd_4940_90][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__66e95bbb_f56c_4828_880]4.  License duration; nonrenewable.  An apprentice insurance producer license may not be authorized for more than 180 days. After having completed 180 days as an apprentice insurance producer, the apprentice insurance producer may not engage in any insurance activities requiring an insurance producer license without obtaining an insurance producer license in accordance with the requirements of this subchapter. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cfbb430d_ff02_4524_96b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__29393e64_89bf_4ae1_b010_1cc][bookmark: _REV__f7867882_b89e_47ef_a559_e15e183b92][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4ff59e8a_1f9f_42ff_8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d0974e4e_05d2_478f_a3a]5.  Activities limited to risks located in this State.  An apprentice insurance producer may perform only activities that would otherwise require an insurance producer license for risks located in this State and only for those activities for which the sponsor is authorized under the sponsor's licensing authority. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c15f25ce_1c5c_4ad0_a7eb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8ef6d09e_6174_4aca_b7ca_f95][bookmark: _REV__896790b4_ef57_43f3_abc3_b32c171a69][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2502af7a_5aa3_4749_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__02411aaf_e4ce_42fc_967]6.  Appointment required.  An apprentice insurance producer may not act as an agent of an insurer unless appointed by the insurer pursuant to section 1420-M. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b209fd0d_3a6d_4b8d_ba42][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2e99409a_56e4_468b_a408_4de][bookmark: _REV__8b330cba_5c57_4ab8_9b52_27048c9ba0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2668ebb7_7482_4f82_86][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__243a7f5a_2567_4f31_b9b]7.  Activities limited to those not requiring additional training or authority.  An apprentice insurance producer may not perform any activities that require training or authority in addition to an insurance producer license, including activities under the federal Affordable Care Act, long-term care insurance and annuities. In addition, an apprentice insurance producer may not perform any activities otherwise requiring a producer license involving life insurance. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__80827ea3_7652_4067_9669][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__67346b30_a3d1_410e_8b35_077][bookmark: _REV__1f5a7621_e7b7_4982_bdb2_ccd04d40c1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__22c18f53_37a1_48dc_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__57d1bd32_1040_4c75_b1a]8.  Limitations.  The superintendent may limit the issuance of apprentice insurance producer licenses to no more than 2 active apprentice insurance producer licenses per sponsor during a calendar year. The superintendent may limit the authority of an apprentice insurance producer licensee in any way determined necessary, in addition to those specified in this subsection, to protect insureds and the public and may by order revoke an apprentice insurance producer license if the interest of insureds or the public is endangered or for any cause in section 1420-K, subsection 1. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b069c278_709b_4ecc_894b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__82e1087f_5a62_485f_b2b2_617][bookmark: _REV__6ebd4823_844f_495f_a503_9ae51ac553][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3fe4d2ab_bc4e_4dcf_b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fc20311f_0b9a_4a11_b44]9.  Reporting of actions.  An apprentice insurance producer and a sponsor shall report in a timely manner any actions involving the apprentice insurance producer in the same manner as required of a producer by section 1420-P. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__70bf25e8_6526_493b_8620][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__fb22d318_27d8_4388_b7a5_239][bookmark: _REV__4a629c87_218c_4a83_afa2_c01901ab33][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ab8a4300_2b1e_4f34_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2a41332d_5d30_471e_854]10.  Termination of apprenticeship.  If an apprentice insurance producer is no longer employed by a sponsor prior to the end of the apprenticeship, or if the sponsor terminates the sponsorship prior to the end of the 180-day period under subsection 4, the sponsor and the apprentice insurance producer shall notify the superintendent within 5 business days of the end of employment or end of the sponsorship. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__78fd2fae_039e_4d20_861e][bookmark: _REV__a1329215_b7e8_4e14_abad_3646139f73][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4c9b036a_c748_4ba3_8674_d33][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f7f30e4a_5912_4111_8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__55966bef_88f0_4cc7_b79]11.  Rulemaking.  The superintendent may issue guidance by rule or otherwise setting forth any additional requirements and limitations for apprentice insurance producer licensing and sponsorship, including eligible and ineligible lines of insurance and limitations or standards for commissions. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, chapter 2-A.
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