132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Allow the Public Advocate to Obtain Information from Public Utilities, Competitive Electricity Providers and Standard-offer Service Providers
L.D. 860
An Act to Allow the Public Advocate to Obtain Information from Public Utilities, Competitive Electricity Providers and Standard-offer Service Providers

STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
H.P. 546 - L.D. 860
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[bookmark: _PAR__1_ce61b4ea_714c_4e21_9365_17744592][bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__3ed9d294_ce01_4664_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__a21dd662_3129_4bc2_]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_f174f1a5_af84_4960_b2c7_50998a21]Whereas, there is an immediate need to determine whether competitive electricity providers are disproportionately burdening low-income households in Maine with unaffordable prices; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_ca4bc09a_2b53_4618_91bd_23ea6839]Whereas, delay in the implementation of this legislation would cause significant harm to Maine electricity ratepayers who are customers of competitive electricity providers; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_a4a1cceb_6380_4d01_8ec1_51a03a76]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__33ac606a_0dfb_42df_9fd][bookmark: _PAR__5_d86c5a20_9124_431a_a39a_71267b85]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__91a70c68_c825_48e4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d77b4e24_3aef_4f85_b409_b][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4d22cf83_faad_4ed1_9ed7_31][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__85b59df5_fe73_4170_92][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3671959d_40df_4515]Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §1702, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2021, c. 659, §13, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c7f47c84_d9bd_4047_a258][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d57e9b7c_ca8f_4b1f_9dd4_25b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ce0031e2_43cf_474a_92][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__baa828e0_aa0e_4cdd_889][bookmark: _REV__8fb0ea13_3dba_4e23_bc9f_9765ac03a6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ba2166a1_ea6c_446f_ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4216c54d_74b7_4243_92][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b3f9c990_ebfc_4fdc_84][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1b3549e0_7b6e_4610_b0]1.  Review and recommendations.  The Public Advocate may review, investigate and make appropriate recommendations to the commission or the Legislature with respect to:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7d12e180_2ab7_4fa6_83e2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__01793b24_696c_46ea_81e3_1220][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__89fc414d_298e_44b8_99f]A.  The reasonableness of rates charged or proposed to be charged by any public utility;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ec16a407_c81d_4dc9_8d74][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a26f9ee4_7cc5_4a39_b865_7757][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c54ba64f_0072_4ea6_aef][bookmark: _REV__971e2f4d_d842_4e35_ba80_2f5342458f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d6693b0b_5f40_431b_8e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__91f5c6ab_5236_4900_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f0971a44_7b96_4b4b_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a2bd5404_bc82_4ee6_a3][bookmark: _REV__a88675c6_bd41_4636_95ff_977da64502][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2c26b209_73ac_4f00_92][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0aff6270_3afc_4ed0_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__47bfc859_80ef_4bde_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c88d105b_4162_4f71_bd]B.  The reasonableness and adequacy of the service or the terms and conditions of such service furnished or proposed to be furnished by any public utility, standard-offer service provider or competitive electricity provider;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c553bd84_8965_4a14_a1d1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__16438beb_56f0_4ac4_8ddc_2dd3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__05356a14_abc9_4951_978]C.  Any proposal by a public utility to reduce or abandon service to the public;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__10e20715_5b3b_4f5f_81fe][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__099914d2_65b6_45b1_8ad4_d71b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a2c1a196_ef23_4d29_92d]D.  The issuance of certificates of public convenience and necessity. Recommendations may include alternative analyses and plans as necessary;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0857ec6e_961a_4fba_a234][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c8c72bfa_8a7b_4f5a_a285_c1e7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0ee23ec9_9142_44d5_a14]E.  Terms and conditions of public utilities;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5753ac72_8b3c_49f8_91bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5f50df12_9157_4e52_bf5d_56c5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5db4456a_71e0_444a_882]F.  Mergers and consolidations of public utilities;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__486736e0_17c9_404a_9181][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a85826e9_d9c0_4525_a165_a429][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7ffdf389_ee64_48f8_bce]G.  Contracts of public utilities with affiliates or subsidiaries; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5800472b_92cb_4ae2_8773][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5ac958a0_ec94_494b_adb3_8517][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e34a6784_f057_428e_a18]H.  Securities, regulations and transactions of public utilities.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__3aa869db_a801_4788][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__52558d29_a44e_4a66_a8b1_0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__eb21012c_5947_4257]Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §1708, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _REV__d69973cd_b148_4deb_ba8e_057117bc73][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7f5e4afd_c11d_4a55_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__aebe48d1_a0f4_4b72_9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__c05e128d_0fa9_4c1d_8568_f3ae][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__24597459_6010_40ab_a8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7c18e08c_6fd3_4b4f_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ec68d11c_9360_47dd_a866][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2849f73f_d657_4ad0_b5]§1708.  Information from utilities, standard-offer service providers and competitive electricity providers
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5a50715f_71b2_4647_8438][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4e10f27d_68ca_41ab_9323_c5b][bookmark: _REV__36b35f45_4cf8_4c83_8207_1d637ffb73][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__55ee9205_2a76_408c_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__28a2b95d_48d8_4ee2_9a8]1.  Reports and filings.  Utilities shall provide to the Public Advocate copies of all reports and other information required to be filed with or that may be submitted to the commission, except to the extent that this requirement is waived, in writing, by the Public Advocate. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d974421f_6856_4553_aa7c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f4bccff7_b2fc_43b7_ae38_8ca][bookmark: _REV__e22175ed_c741_42b4_8ab5_f2bd955c78][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8a0be29a_d3ac_4370_ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2976ff21_3ca3_4f3f_b94]2.  Commission order; information disclosure.  The Public Advocate may petition the commission for information or data from a public utility, standard-offer service provider or competitive electricity provider that is necessary for the Public Advocate to carry out the purposes of this chapter.  The commission may, upon a showing of good cause, order a public utility, standard-offer service provider or competitive electricity provider to provide such information or data to the Public Advocate.  To the extent that the information or data would otherwise be confidential pursuant to this Title or rules adopted pursuant to this Title, the Public Advocate or the utility, standard-offer service provider or competitive electricity provider may request that the commission issue a protective order pursuant to section 1311-A to protect such information or data from disclosure. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d51ff24d_7dc5_46e7_8a65][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9a1ee63d_6dd3_42e9_88f3_fa7][bookmark: _REV__c7e9ac1b_f6e2_4c46_b89d_57594c1fe1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__247250e8_ea02_4913_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__852a6bc7_9fc5_4353_b24]3.  Data and information requests.  In a proceeding before the commission, the Public Advocate has the same right to request data or information as an intervenor.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__5fa573ff_8e22][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e18744fd_2a15_4bfc]Sec. 3.  Office of the Public Advocate to conduct study; prepare report.  The Office of the Public Advocate, referred to in this section as "the office," shall conduct a study and prepare a report regarding rates and business practices of standard-offer service providers and competitive electricity providers.  The study must take into account differences in products and services offered by standard-offer service providers and competitive electricity providers, including, but not limited to, value-added services, such as behind-the-meter services that may reduce a customer's electricity demand, and varying contract periods. 
1. In conducting the study and preparing the report under this section, the office shall consult with and solicit recommendations from interested parties, including at least 3 competitive electricity providers and one current or former provider of standard-offer service to residential and small commercial customers, regarding the study methodology, the office's analysis, any recommendations developed by the office and the report.  The office shall provide interested parties with the opportunity to review and provide comments on at least one draft report prior to submitting the final report pursuant to subsection 2.
2. The office shall submit a final report by December 3, 2025 to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology.  The final report must include all comments and recommendations the office received from interested parties in an appendix to the final report.  After receiving the final report, the committee may report out legislation relating to the final report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__b2da1ed8_2c7b_423c_9f][bookmark: _PAR__2_0b74eaf5_c4cb_4af6_b53b_e7ee4153]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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