132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Clarify the Status of Energy Storage Systems with Regard to the Business Equipment Tax Exemption and the Business Equipment Tax Reimbursement Program
L.D. 819
An Act to Clarify the Status of Energy Storage Systems with Regard to the Business Equipment Tax Exemption and the Business Equipment Tax Reimbursement Program

STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
H.P. 526 - L.D. 819
An Act to Clarify the Status of Energy Storage Systems with Regard to the Business Equipment Tax Exemption and the Business Equipment Tax Reimbursement Program
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__d7d663d1_b724_43a5_bc6][bookmark: _PAR__1_8caee5f1_884d_4125_a368_758a8fb3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__43fe3139_e5cb_49e5_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1619025e_8e3a_412b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__00665429_a429_4859_8e28_6][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__52c14387_9bb9_464c_a1e1_6d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__d56e912c_b9fc_4024_a6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__afd12643_4df7_47ec]Sec. 1.  36 MRSA §691, sub-§1, ¶F, as amended by PL 2019, c. 659, Pt. B, §2, is further amended by enacting after the first blocked paragraph a new paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d0bc09de_16fc_4068_96db_acf4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7eadf479_6d96_43fa_84f][bookmark: _REV__6315c824_1e5b_4e1c_8183_7a5da378c7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9799bfa7_065f_48c2_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e14f4673_1606_48f9_a9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__18ff0e34_5965_41b8_b2]"Qualified property" also includes a battery storage system, as long as more than 50% of the electrical output from the battery storage system serves load behind the utility meter where the battery storage system is located or there was a fully executed interconnection agreement between the battery storage system owner and a transmission and distribution utility by January 1, 2025.  As used in this paragraph, "battery storage system" means commercially available technology that uses mechanical, chemical or thermal processes for absorbing energy and storing it for a period of time for use at a later time, including, but not limited to, lithium-ion batteries.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__bd0c77ba_a1db_40ae][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d80b7ac7_ee18_4ef9_9946_0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__debaed35_f97d_426f]Sec. 2.  36 MRSA §6652, sub-§1-F is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__31658182_e558_49b4_abff][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a1ecd4bf_c351_4adb_9bde_f83][bookmark: _REV__fcb29988_3739_403f_b2eb_bbdc70ec5f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5bd16c3b_7b02_4b86_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__21b6f88c_4103_442a_83][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__42f4aaae_d8ce_448f_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c1ddbd30_bbcc_4713_b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d7725b0e_fcfa_4895_8d3]1-F.  Energy storage systems.  Reimbursement pursuant to this chapter may be made for battery storage systems, as long as more than 50% of the electrical output from the battery storage system serves load behind the utility meter where the battery storage system is located or there was a fully executed interconnection agreement between the battery storage system owner and a transmission and distribution utility by January 1, 2025.  As used in this subsection, "battery storage system" has the same meaning as in section 691, subsection 1, paragraph F.
[bookmark: _APPLICATION_CLAUSE__7ff0686e_1cfa_4a1e_][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__291fdbbe_e5c0_451a]Sec. 3.  Application. This Act applies to property tax years beginning on or after April 1, 2026.
LR1020, item 3 - 132nd Maine Legislature, page 2
