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An Act to Amend the Scope of Practice for Expanded Function Dental Assistants
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__538f9142_0b11_4583_][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__3624806c_8dec_481d_987c_e5][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__e40a99b8_e653_4e76_]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
Whereas, the current licensing requirements for an expanded function dental assistant require passage of a separate dental radiologic technique and safety examination, which is the same examination required for licensure of dental radiographers; and
Whereas, this legislation eliminates the requirement that an expanded function dental assistant must be separately licensed as a dental radiographer and instead provides for exposing and processing radiographs under the assistant's scope of practice; and
Whereas, this legislation must be enacted immediately so that expanded function dental assistants are not required to pay an additional license fee; and
Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__f871599a_374d_4d0a_87b][bookmark: _PAR__1_95268484_3bc7_410c_8997_fc6aafe6]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b4f23ba4_c4e6_44a9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__cfee9e58_3177_46fe_9b9d_7][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__37e7da16_38ee_4a47_9ee6_a2][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__f1646212_ea66_49cf_8d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7a13d0b5_7141_4008]Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §9854, sub-§3, ¶A, as amended by PL 2015, c. 429, §19, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__645cce0d_7b1c_4797_b565][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8fec8211_ab7a_4736_85ab_6c16][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7ed50eee_e8bc_438c_a72][bookmark: _REV__76d5ce74_0bef_4fa4_8eac_6f71a5160d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__73104ab8_c10d_4af2_b7][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__185f93f5_31fc_46a0_b86]A.  A dentist, dental hygienist, expanded function dental assistant or dental radiographer licensed under chapter 143;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__f1b326da_c58a_47cb][bookmark: _PAR__2_af3d3483_c642_4503_b67b_db28c160][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__fbc9f171_efbe_4c80_b8b7_4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2f16ac4d_1bd4_476e]Sec. 2.  32 MRSA §18373, sub-§1, ¶L, as amended by PL 2021, c. 223, §10, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f57fef1f_06c9_4e07_b46e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cd9d0f53_d7d7_4ac1_9969_16ff][bookmark: _PAR__3_e400e493_5752_4779_b1c5_11842430][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__562a715e_22da_49d9_869]L.  Supragingival polishing using a slow-speed rotary instrument and rubber cup; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__13351068_6e75_4c08][bookmark: _PAR__4_64ab6d9a_7601_4b0e_9a49_85c92534][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__351fbd73_b3a4_4c91_ad63_5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d74aacf0_4f36_4580]Sec. 3.  32 MRSA §18373, sub-§1, ¶HH, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 223, §10, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__18e81532_e7b8_4201_97b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c6facac0_a720_4b80_b55c_4f34][bookmark: _PAR__5_7cb3d36a_b636_4e7b_a613_0938a3e2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c3d58bb3_3ad4_4de3_b60]HH.  Contour or finish restorative materials using a high-speed, power-driven handpiece or instrument.; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5816aa54_3b3a_4018][bookmark: _PAR__6_274f0e00_464d_442d_b8b1_83463fcd][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__df5e7954_18f3_42b4_8c10_3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e303e917_6a5c_4a68]Sec. 4.  32 MRSA §18373, sub-§1, ¶II is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a29aea31_630f_425b_9c24][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__721e9795_1fd9_4fa7_aa7f_cef5][bookmark: _PAR__7_0b3c7856_3c69_4cfa_899b_458b7457][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a91682bc_17d1_435c_94f]II.  Expose and process radiographs.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__87e1f6d6_17bd_4609_ab][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5f28730a_573e_438b_82c8_6c]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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