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An Act to Improve the Efficiency of Certain Department of Health and Human Services Licensing Investigations
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__09e1d488_5ba7_4457_b15][bookmark: _PAR__1_b7f174ce_7bfb_47ab_8e06_7ecf4486][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__5acb8bb5_2b82_430e_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__37680b60_1777_4910][bookmark: _PAR__2_b04f1721_f672_4fbb_a7bc_8ece7e2f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d21756a1_89cb_469f_81c2_8][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__023fa905_36ba_480c_9d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__43d56a25_3b8f_47c5]Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §1816, sub-§5 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f38c52c0_7847_428f_944f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7a64921b_eef4_4348_9e01_19c][bookmark: _PAR__3_284ba61c_81df_4412_bbc3_ec19bdd7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2c58d24b_4aaf_4748_9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__53a6cb42_a450_4e4d_af9]5.  Subpoenas.  The commissioner, the commissioner's delegate or the legal counsel for the department may issue subpoenas requiring persons to disclose or provide to the department information or records in their possession that are necessary and relevant to an investigation of a report of suspected abuse, neglect or exploitation or to a credible allegation of licensure violations, including, but not limited to, health care information that is confidential under section 1711‑C.  The department may apply to the District Court to enforce a subpoena.  A person who complies with a subpoena is immune from civil or criminal liability that might otherwise result from the act of turning over or providing information or records to the department.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__465b3160_9f30_4c4d_8571][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8e242034_cbfc_4950_a1ec_acd][bookmark: _PAR__5_6c638273_327d_48c7_a6ee_a176a6c0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bd24f78b_3eb1_412a_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ff342991_b009_4b45_b95][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__b615069e_d7be_4a26_adf3][bookmark: _REV__da911fab_19cc_4c5e_8c11_0aff308bb7]6.  Confidentiality.  Information or records obtained by subpoena must be treated in accordance with section 1828.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__69976763_b2b0_4a8e_af92][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f2355570_752d_4cdb_8cc7_bbf][bookmark: _PAR__7_5ae97933_bf77_493d_aa27_842cc229][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c8e7f50d_f022_4f92_9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2267e6ef_084b_46e7_bb6]1.  Subpoenas.  The commissioner, the commissioner's delegate or the legal counsel for the department may issue subpoenas requiring persons to disclose or provide to the department information or records in their possession that are necessary and relevant to an investigation of a report of suspected abuse, neglect or exploitation or to a credible allegation of licensure violations, including, but not limited to, health care information that is confidential under section 1711‑C.  The department may apply to the District Court to enforce a subpoena.  A person who complies with a subpoena is immune from civil or criminal liability that might otherwise result from the act of turning over or providing information or records to the department.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__2d59232b_5677_41a8][bookmark: _PAR__10_7812e0f3_b233_48b3_9444_0135e54][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__772fed98_0e09_4ae2_945f_9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3df54bfa_1dfd_4682]Sec. 5.  22 MRSA §7804, sub-§1 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f52b489c_e1be_459d_93a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6b0241c3_1a45_4d6a_9a4d_ea3][bookmark: _PAR__11_f1b95b60_c7d4_49a8_82e1_0c43d28][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6afc9111_19c6_42b1_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__91be9679_96a4_49c6_ba0]1.  Subpoenas.  The commissioner, the commissioner's delegate or the legal counsel for the department may issue subpoenas requiring persons to disclose or provide to the department information or records in their possession that are necessary and relevant to an investigation of a report of suspected abuse, neglect or exploitation or to a credible allegation of licensure violations, including, but not limited to, health care information that is confidential under section 1711‑C.  The department may apply to the District Court to enforce a subpoena.  A person who complies with a subpoena is immune from civil or criminal liability that might otherwise result from the act of turning over or providing information or records to the department.
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