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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-ONE
_____
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An Act Regarding the Child Protection System
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__a79604e5_1585_4740_a5f][bookmark: _PAR__1_b8ba2f53_f676_4cb2_9b94_ccc37ad3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__1f2a7da0_210a_4188_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d5612c0c_6998_4cd8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__9fb7b7b4_fd51_40f1_b58e_9][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__7f56706a_27b9_444e_b1e8_e1][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__2df6c11c_ae76_4f43_8f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__344c3af8_2371_445d]Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §4004, sub-§1, ¶C, as amended by PL 1993, c. 294, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d53bf36d_11af_46d9_97e6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__60daecb8_4512_42bb_a83f_9039][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__edb34e82_d0d2_4f97_89e][bookmark: _REV__9abc9f14_7363_42ba_b4ba_d669a5819c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__df78a397_aff6_4d1b_80]C.  Cooperating and coordinating with other agencies, facilities or persons providing related services to families and children throughout the period of time the department is involved with a family and child;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__95b2648e_abb9_48a2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__52a08915_5431_4991_8dc3_c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5ae959f1_c7da_4d8d]Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §4004, sub-§2, ¶B-1 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e53e14a9_edc4_4efa_b0b5][bookmark: _REV__01d10259_fcc7_44ed_b7a4_81bd654a9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__051d9187_458f_4940_a851_90cb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f78f2330_d287_473f_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__910ee735_32ba_4b83_9db]B-1.  Establish and maintain a policy that requires, to the greatest extent possible under applicable federal and state confidentiality laws, that caseworkers receive information throughout the period of time the department is involved with a family and child directly from any agencies, facilities or persons involved with or providing services to the family and child in order to:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__94001cca_4a70_4b85_b838_64f][bookmark: _REV__8754dac6_8bbd_4463_90ed_10557bdc98][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1b7bfdb7_5923_4a76_8c7e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__60db8491_b38e_48a9_87a](1)  Coordinate adequate access to resources for a family and child; and
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__0daadf1d_98ab][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d37fd47f_7c78_46aa]Sec. 3.  Report.  The Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Child and Family Services shall present the policy established pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 4004, subsection 2, paragraph B-1 to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services no later than March 1, 2022.  The Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services is authorized to report out legislation relating to the Child and Family Services and Child Protection Act to the Second Regular Session of the 130th Legislature.
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