132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Codify the Maine Health Care Provider Loan Repayment Pilot Program
L.D. 651
An Act to Codify the Maine Health Care Provider Loan Repayment Pilot Program

STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
H.P. 419 - L.D. 651
An Act to Codify the Maine Health Care Provider Loan Repayment Pilot Program
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__7d7cdb11_c19a_4938_a93][bookmark: _PAR__1_0d57bc5d_3780_4132_95db_8e339fb9][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__a1a9135a_e0b4_422f_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__22d8c484_7854_43de][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__4d058d55_e28e_4014_895a_f][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5d6b6a0b_c912_434c_8a74_3d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__134d31b4_1ccb_46a8_a1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0ce86aed_bc02_4cb1]Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §12004-I, sub-§18-G, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 346, §1, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__3572ff6e_99d5_4993][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__383f4282_477e_43a3_a1bd_6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__490fe61a_b757_4d9c]Sec. 2.  20-A MRSA c. 441, as amended, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__9a958703_3fc0_4e75][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d5951e7d_d0b9_444d_b268_0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__30bb43bc_24cc_4d4c]Sec. 3.  20-A MRSA c. 441-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _REV__842bc62c_0323_4090_bd2a_05afb4af9f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__06e4172b_3fed_442d_ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_C__cce6500c_1eca_4715_a0f4_6c98][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__02c63e56_2fbb_4691_8fd1]CHAPTER 441-A
[bookmark: _REV__37ac5418_6721_4308_bed5_5a4711609c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b53d5fd3_a033_4e2c_9c]MAINE HEALTH CARE PROVIDER LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM
[bookmark: _REV__5570afd9_84ee_4402_a2d2_b5538eec6a][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__60497c07_edb6_4c89_9445_81a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3d5dea7d_d7aa_409e_b708][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bbc6d256_6305_4ae9_bf]§12961. Maine Health Care Provider Loan Repayment Program
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3241c65b_2a5a_4836_96e2][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__274bd294_b9d4_4088_bef7_bf9][bookmark: _REV__dfd77f9d_d9db_4ff1_a0b6_270c9ecf3a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a64c059a_67dd_4913_ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7860d6c3_3bde_4d0f_9d3]1.  Program established.  The Maine Health Care Provider Loan Repayment Program, referred to in this section as "the program," is established within the Finance Authority of Maine for certain health care professionals who commit to living and working in the State for at least 3 years.  The authority may, as funds permit, make loan repayments on behalf of eligible program participants to address critical workforce shortages exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, including but not limited to the behavioral health and oral care sectors.  Under the program, the authority shall pay up to $25,000 per year and, in aggregate, the lesser of $75,000 and 50% of the recipient’s outstanding student loan balance.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6e9c916a_38b1_44ed_a105][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3b4701b9_17fa_44a2_b7d1_813][bookmark: _REV__28a036db_7ec6_440c_b799_f5efcda0aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a71178ca_0122_4888_b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6078a8fd_cd4f_4b25_bc1]2.  Fund established.  The Maine Health Care Provider Loan Repayment Fund is established within the Finance Authority of Maine as a nonlapsing fund.  The fund may accept appropriations, donations and other funds from various sources, including state, federal and private sources. Costs and expenses of maintaining, servicing and administering the program may be paid out of the fund.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__19996bdc_fdbf_4bc6_a235][bookmark: _REV__eb80f327_af12_4a7b_8d1b_979f0270bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3c3713cd_de21_4cff_aca7_710][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__227f445e_24aa_4fb0_ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__86b58ad0_6470_4957_9bf]3.  Rules.  The Finance Authority of Maine may adopt routine technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A to carry out the purposes of the program, including application requirements and program eligibility.
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