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_____
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_____
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An Act to Reduce Conflicts Between Landowners and Deer and Add an Additional Youth Deer Hunting Day
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__c148a199_76c7_4a13_980][bookmark: _PAR__1_38273cbc_6fd0_407e_beef_dd730241][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__129e66e4_d0d6_499c_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__18526fa5_eac1_43a8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__2136ead1_0a20_4a18_a22f_3][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8bdb9c4f_05e0_47c3_8715_2b][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__b4266119_6192_46a1_be][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__852c4663_5802_4d18]Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §10264, as amended by PL 2023, c. 187, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__0afe1d64_9338_4dff_b4d3_bc38][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__694e0d49_0c85_4591_89d7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__85414e98_6b1c_4f6b_b6]§10264.  Maine Deer Management Fund
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a757e3b8_c442_441f_816c_59ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2a73f334_6d74_4244_885][bookmark: _REV__70a2e38f_d192_48ae_a2f1_c5f54cde14][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e49fa255_ecf0_4d5c_a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__16351395_a4c7_498f_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ee8d0f8e_6f91_4e96_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ec930efa_a227_4f28_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7f558e17_ff13_4aa1_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c94f0c4c_b754_4f96_9e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__505732bc_5b8f_4eb5_8cb][bookmark: _REV__481cde1d_2d8a_4b61_8e2b_0b75d8c7b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d63c1f2c_87fa_488b_81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6f0ffcfe_e622_4422_ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__feeaff90_9e56_4a4f_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3f6f3ee0_8c6f_4a6a_85][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__56528efb_ce76_4a88_b8][bookmark: _REV__47fd5ef6_0a89_478e_b9d5_88fdaacb93][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__892d6e3d_497c_421c_ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__eb383b7b_3f87_4778_be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__41c4900f_be78_40f1_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3a5d1d27_a7f7_4716_be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8ef32c61_185d_4492_a3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__52e11432_69a8_481b_8f]The Maine Deer Management Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," is established within the department as a nonlapsing fund to be used by the commissioner to fund or assist in funding predator control, to assist landowners with the prevention or management of landowner-deer conflict and to acquire or enhance deer habitat. If the funds from the fund are used to directly enhance or manage a deer wintering area on land under the jurisdiction of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands, the land must be designated as a deer wintering area pursuant to section 1805‑A. The commissioner shall establish on the department's online licensing system checkoff options that allow a person to donate money for predator control, landowner-deer conflict prevention or management or deer habitat acquisition or enhancement. The checkoff options must be prominently displayed and contain web links to information about how the checkoff revenues have been and will be used. The commissioner shall also print in a prominent place on every paper application for a hunting license checkoff options that allow a person to donate money to the fund for predator control or deer habitat acquisition or enhancement. Revenues from the checkoffs must be deposited in the fund and used for purposes indicated by the checkoffs.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c410be49_f149_48e9_953][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__03eb58ae_79d6_438f_bd8c_117a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8cd4dfa6_6223_40b4_a9f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__675e31cc_6876_4455_802][bookmark: _REV__7270de4e_f9cd_4520_b383_5c241e34e6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__774bbb35_d978_4851_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cc2b4f13_0527_4ad0_87][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2970256c_39ea_4cbf_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2ccd357b_06cd_4400_9d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6a938def_f2ac_4d7b_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__58cfdab0_5b75_46a1_b7][bookmark: _REV__a33396d2_d6fd_4f69_af5c_03a5da1f7f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__221fe827_41f6_461f_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5efc91aa_6a72_4f8e_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e4d2b1c5_dfd4_4737_a8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dfef80e3_7321_473f_85][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__de50522b_100e_4702_bd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b756f353_067a_435e_9f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__cc6160e7_0911_41d0_826][bookmark: _REV__f0a90816_5715_42f2_914d_cdf90f5ac4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9f003505_dc33_409b_b0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__daaf68bc_94b4_4c9a_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5a31677c_063f_436d_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ea635cd9_8fb9_4f0d_91][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__002a0d42_b026_49cf_b4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1d27c1bd_57b9_4afe_99]Notwithstanding section 10801, subsection 4, $2 of each deer registration fee collected under section 12301‑A, subsection 3, paragraph C must be deposited in the fund and may be used to assist landowners with the prevention or management of landowner-deer conflicts.  Fifty percent of the funds deposited in the fund from the deer registration fees must be used for predator control purposes and 50% of the deposited fees must be used to acquire or enhance deer habitat.  In addition, the revenue from each antlerless deer permit fee collected under section 11152, subsection 9, minus administrative costs, must be deposited in the fund and be used for predator control purposes or to acquire or manage deer habitat.  The commissioner may accept and deposit into the fund monetary gifts, donations or other contributions from public or private sources for the purposes specified in this section. The fund must be held separate and apart from all other money, funds and accounts. The department shall report annually to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters on the fund and its utilization.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__3f5c8527_fe4d_405b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c25dd84e_a3e0_4795_9f20_1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__fd50f15b_be41_49c3]Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §11402, sub-§4, ¶C, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by c. 614, §9, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__63314fcc_1321_4d2b_92d2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f975c82b_a68c_4058_9d51_1556][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b54bd404_3b7e_439c_aee][bookmark: _REV__b9894336_0664_4a80_91bb_d01c35293d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0ac465d5_4d18_4029_91][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0f2d8d64_b4f2_4e63_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__92c9bb08_0ed2_44c0_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9ebd6084_97bc_4740_85][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e380b4a3_84ff_4aff_ae][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__20981781_4783_4ee4_ad][bookmark: _REV__cab04c7d_ec87_4c20_a05f_cf95772929][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9c913845_142a_44a9_9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ee860ce2_089e_4570_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a39dbd82_c81f_4ad7_b4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__07eb8afb_55e7_452f_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6ab1754c_42d6_4142_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e37a6653_ffeb_4f5e_85][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__43532422_0014_48a6_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__12aba9a4_1fd1_407b_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__14e023df_7596_43a0_9d][bookmark: _REV__de7248c3_84ff_4994_83d1_595a1f32d0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__03df7f7e_f32a_48fe_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__16f10330_441b_4dfb_a9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7db7db9b_ce79_42ff_87]C.  Establish a 2-day youth deer hunting day period, to be held on the Friday and Saturday preceding the Saturday designated as an open day for residents of the State pursuant to section 11401.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__6e091245_b91d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__fc7d27a4_0eaa_4d6f]Sec. 3. Report. By February 1, 2027, the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife shall provide a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters that includes findings and recommendations related to the extension of the youth deer hunting period under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 11402, subsection 4, paragraph C. The committee may report out a bill based on the report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__47e12c5b_d687_4183_8a0d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ef11ac29_0cac_449b]Sec. 4.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE, DEPARTMENT OF
Resource Management Services - Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 0534
Initiative: Provides allocations for expenditures related to assisting landowners with the prevention or management of landowner‑deer conflicts.
	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	2023-24
	2024-25

	All Other
	$0
	$71,628

	 
	__________
	__________

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	$0
	$71,628
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