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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__6c715b4f_6d52][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__83fdbb78_9ef6_4d7e_9132_03][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__af2651b7_ffe2_4690_a0][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__ea0025a0_43a2_486c_][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__228f705e_aa3b_4e6d]Sec. 1.  Maine State Housing Authority to convene a working group to maximize eligibility for energy efficiency programs for low-income homeowners.  Resolved:  That the Maine State Housing Authority shall convene a working group to design a program that will provide financial assistance to low-income homeowners for weatherization and other repairs needed to meet the eligibility requirements for home energy assistance programs.  The working group must include input from community action agencies as designated under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 5324, the Office of Policy Innovation and the Future, one or more professional contractors who make weatherization repairs and other entities as considered appropriate by the Maine State Housing Authority.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__bce75c7d_5c93][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__40d36ae5_bf43_45ff]Sec. 2.  Report.  Resolved: That by December 1, 2023, the working group under section 1 shall submit a report to the Joint Select Committee on Housing proposing a program to provide financial assistance to low-income homeowners for weatherization and other repairs needed to meet eligibility requirements for home energy assistance programs.  When developing the proposal for a program, the working group must ensure that it includes a provision to evaluate if the amount of financial assistance necessary for weatherization or repair is reasonable relative to the anticipated benefit from the home energy assistance program and if the overall suitability of the home makes the weatherization or repair a worthwhile investment.  The proposal must be designed to serve residential housing units with household incomes up to 100% of the area median income and serve as a complement to, not a substitute for, weatherization assistance paid for using federal funds, including the Housing Opportunities for Maine Fund within the Maine State Housing Authority.
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