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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-THREE
_____
H.P. 370 - L.D. 575
An Act Regarding a Seat Belt Exemption for Persons with a Medical Condition
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__1f92c7e3_75db_4036_9ec][bookmark: _PAR__1_8f56e550_5f2f_4b02_a70e_efa358aa][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__aa2f32db_9c76_4e60_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ce854b67_3427_45e1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__747cd4a1_12b3_4714_8dda_f][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c7e24528_e181_4abd_83b4_2d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__64bd5b00_41ad_4a01_89][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d6a7ed18_6fde_4f75]Sec. 1.  29-A MRSA §2081, sub-§4, ¶A-1, as amended by PL 2009, c. 436, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d1e5b6f6_45bc_4263_9d2e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d71b6df8_261a_413b_a467_9336][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5690c657_faa4_41b9_8a6][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__bd7f6632_1e16_41fe_9f9][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a7675207_b3f7_4b08_91a][bookmark: _REV__83ce5ca7_96f2_41d2_b818_f60492a892][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ce4232a5_e705_44b5_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0fa01000_ad7e_43e0_ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3780a1e6_93e9_434b_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__61ae86fc_c174_4722_94][bookmark: _REV__b0fbb6e4_8066_41e0_b889_d9dc77b325][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6626cb5a_7d86_459e_a9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c515fd1d_b1e0_4865_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f45479b3_853e_4c64_99][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__32e9bafb_c1bf_4f14_8d]A-1.  The requirements of subsection 3‑A do not apply to a driver or passenger who has a medical condition that, in the opinion of a physician, warrants an exemption from the requirements of subsection 3‑A and that medical condition and opinion are documented by a certificate from that physician. That certificate is valid for the period designated by the physician, which may not exceed one year 6 years. The Secretary of State may issue a removable windshield placard that is visible to law enforcement officers to a person with a certificate from a physician. A removable windshield placard is a 2-sided permit designed to hang from the rearview mirror when the vehicle is in motion without obstructing the view of the operator. The placard must be displayed by hanging it from the rearview mirror so that it may be viewed from the front and rear of the vehicle when the vehicle is in motion. If the vehicle is not equipped with a rearview mirror, the placard must be displayed on the dashboard. The placard must be identifiable as a seat belt placard as designed by the Secretary of State. A placard issued to a person under this paragraph expires when the physician's certificate expires.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__9267419e_9697_4820_aa36][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8734e1fb_865e_45ef]Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
SECRETARY OF STATE, DEPARTMENT OF
Administration - Motor Vehicles 0077
Initiative: Provides one-time funding to modify information technology systems.
	HIGHWAY FUND
	2023-24
	2024-25

	All Other
	$10,387
	$0

	 
	__________
	__________

	HIGHWAY FUND TOTAL
	$10,387
	$0


[bookmark: _EFFECTIVE_CLAUSE__aabc21c4_10df_405c_95][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__42cd0a60_36ec_47df]Sec. 3.  Effective date. This Act takes effect January 1, 2024.
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