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[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__1a1f01d4_a653_4ed2_89c][bookmark: _PAR__1_f2347594_1e28_4608_b732_a5b6ecad][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__068b0226_e770_407a_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__965f54ec_b16f_44c1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8e1afdd4_0100_4d55_b99d_a][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c1ba4f31_a34d_4770_bccf_0d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__2b8bc2b0_4edf_46ee_a7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__cc4f6c2c_8a56_4b6a]Sec. 1.  7 MRSA §1808-A, 2nd ¶, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 308, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__28769029_d7d8_4654_a64e_71d6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dcb19680_ba7a_4018_881][bookmark: _REV__0e695bea_7db0_4200_be26_66b58c6e5b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7db3deab_4e0a_4f45_bd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6b0edaa4_7630_4854_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__247603b3_3c3a_49e5_af][bookmark: _REV__bb8ab109_4464_48c3_b457_5992dac736][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__718b3f20_bf1f_4af4_ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__46c6d7fb_7abb_4f65_99][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b96c32ab_dafb_4e69_bb][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__6ddbebc0_5320_4d09_b59][bookmark: _REV__12f16d6e_0e65_47b1_a52f_c9380cb8d1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__61111d06_64fa_45d5_aa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bf0c4f70_34ea_4296_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9389e390_ab2c_4781_ad]An animal vaccinated against rabies by a person who is not a licensed veterinarian or under the direct, a certified rabies vaccinator appointed and certified pursuant to section 3920 or a licensed veterinary technician under the direct supervision or indirect supervision of a licensed veterinarian may not be certified as vaccinated against rabies and must be treated as an unvaccinated animal under Title 22, chapter 251, subchapter 5 and rules adopted pursuant to that chapter.  For purposes of this section, "direct supervision" has the same meaning as in Title 32, section 4853, subsection 4-A, "indirect supervision" has the same meaning as in Title 32, section 4853, subsection 4-B; "licensed veterinarian" has the same meaning as in Title 32, section 4853, subsection 5; and "licensed veterinary technician" has the same meaning as in Title 32, section 4853, subsection 11.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__df5d8f05_1d78_4772_9682][bookmark: _PAR__5_b6102144_cf27_4b46_8c53_da84037a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f32fa9ab_4947_4004_b124_145][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a2b6d2be_e1e5_4452_95][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bda23846_970b_4406_b14]18.  Training of person appointed by commissioner to vaccinate animals.  The commissioner, in consultation with veterinarians employed by the State, shall develop a program to train a person appointed by the commissioner as provided under section 3920 to vaccinate animals.  The program must include, but is not limited to, training relating to properly storing and administering rabies vaccines; issuing rabies certificates; and providing information to an owner or keeper of an animal to be vaccinated.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cce915e3_482b_450c_be74_ae1e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__383e9350_1a0b_4f9d_8e6][bookmark: _PAR__6_f2bb298f_250b_4696_bcbd_33e5915c]The commissioner shall certify a person who satisfactorily completes the training program.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e192187c_6408_4a4e][bookmark: _PAR__7_4d183d0f_c932_4b59_bf7a_9ffd01a3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__fd54df0c_5755_431b_8707_c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a0eb531a_4aa2_4375]Sec. 3.  7 MRSA §3907, sub-§9-C is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f41a55b9_d030_4420_ad29][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__98a0bc97_8e21_4820_820c_868][bookmark: _PAR__8_474cdb6e_3142_46cb_a740_17c4b659][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6b3bc714_f11f_46ca_9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2ca160d6_0340_4db8_ae9]9-C.  Certified rabies vaccinator.  "Certified rabies vaccinator" means a person appointed and certified to administer rabies vaccine to animals pursuant to section 3920.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__c9cb968a_750c_4397][bookmark: _PAR__9_edf89a78_5df6_4a09_a446_064fc7f8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__2204ea56_5332_4547_adcd_7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__956cb383_7246_4354]Sec. 4.  7 MRSA §3916, as amended by PL 2021, c. 99, §§6 and 7, is further amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9094f66c_7736_46a4_8442][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__bc004010_67e8_48f8_a386_ea7][bookmark: _PAR__11_2791e15e_8cad_4b3b_b0df_3694b8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__89556152_a4c6_4a74_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6c23c955_1273_4036_8a5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__500ce529_4bbc_4254_9f0][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__73ad4077_131f_46e8_ab2d][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__53bf8a70_3e13_44df_8e7d][bookmark: _REV__23b79faf_802a_4e22_a7a8_7b945d84e1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e305b952_af36_4b9b_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__59e1a4f7_6620_4082_80]1.  Required for cats.  Except as provided in subsection 4, an owner or keeper of a cat over 3 months of age must shall have that cat vaccinated against rabies.  Rabies The rabies vaccine must be administered by a licensed veterinarian or under the supervision of a licensed veterinarian, a licensed veterinary technician under the direct supervision or indirect supervision of a licensed veterinarian or a certified rabies vaccinator.  Upon receiving an initial vaccination, a cat is considered protected for one year and an owner or keeper of that cat must shall get a booster vaccination for that cat one year after the initial vaccination and subsequent booster vaccinations at intervals that do not exceed the intervals recommended by a national association of state public health veterinarians for the type of vaccine administered.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ac9d0104_78e7_4588_b3f2][bookmark: _PAR__12_2d681b4a_ff0e_456d_ad6e_fed583b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2e0b5657_a400_44fb_aa9b_936][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7fdc6a99_e405_4055_8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__78290519_db00_41a7_a76][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__345226cc_4d69_46cd_b0a][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__4f789f2b_dc0b_4210_be91][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__c29ec247_70ca_4409_b394][bookmark: _REV__89243bb8_a32b_4dcb_8867_83b7620f7c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4789999c_2323_4363_a8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__42a680d1_0201_4bf0_85][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__fc4e7bed_94bf_495c_961][bookmark: _PAR__1_fb117436_2588_4e3c_ae34_e067302f]1-A.  Required for dogs.   Except as provided in subsection 4, an owner or keeper of a dog, within 30 days after the dog attains the age of 3 months of age, shall have that dog vaccinated against rabies.  The rabies vaccine must be administered by a licensed veterinarian or under the supervision of a licensed veterinarian, a licensed veterinary technician under the direct supervision or indirect supervision of a licensed veterinarian or a certified rabies vaccinator.  Upon receiving an initial vaccination, a dog is considered protected for one year and an owner or keeper of that dog shall get a booster vaccination for that dog one year after the initial vaccination and subsequent booster vaccinations at intervals that do not exceed the intervals recommended by a national association of state public health veterinarians for the type of vaccine administered.  A wolf hybrid is required to be vaccinated in accordance with this subsection.  The procedure prescribed under Title 22, chapter 251, subchapter 5 for a wolf hybrid suspected of having rabies does not change based on proof that the wolf hybrid has received a rabies vaccination.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dd44d2c6_6d04_4a1b_8963][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e74710ef_9d6b_4b06_b770_344][bookmark: _PAR__3_8b6ddfb0_78ae_415c_9b09_942fa1d0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a8889e50_d227_41f7_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4171d902_7149_473d_a1c][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__23c7e169_538f_4d9a_b97f][bookmark: _REV__1ae7a17d_4998_4d58_bfa2_56367e16ab][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__28784abe_02fd_45e0_8b10_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5e41d114_450c_4e66_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__716471d5_83c2_4390_a8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__17273027_69b1_4a45_b8][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__5ce47ea6_1aa4_4395_901]2-A.  Notice to department.  A veterinarian, licensed veterinary technician under the direct supervision or indirect supervision of a licensed veterinarian or certified rabies vaccinator who issues a certificate of rabies vaccination for a dog pursuant to subsection 2 shall, within 30 days of issuing the certificate, forward by mail, e-mail or fax a copy of that certificate to the department.  The department shall send a copy of the certificate by mail, e-mail or fax to the clerk of the municipality in which the owner or keeper resides.  If the owner or keeper resides in the unorganized territory, the department shall send a copy of the certificate to the dog recorder in that unorganized territory or, in the absence of a duly authorized dog recorder, to the dog recorder in the nearest municipality or unorganized territory in the same county in which the owner or keeper resides.  The department may retain a copy or electronic record of the rabies certificate.  The department may accumulate certificates received and distribute them periodically to the appropriate municipalities and dog recorders.  Distributions must be made no fewer than 4 times a year.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__13ed0716_564f_4222_8585][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__41fdf997_ebe8_433b_b00d_1ef][bookmark: _PAR__4_5407f85d_cd62_453d_8778_fe1657d1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f7f73c5d_6bc5_474f_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fd9d0c12_78bf_47fc_b7d]3.  Enforcement.  A humane agent, an animal control officer or a law enforcement officer may ask an owner or keeper of a cat or dog to present proof of a certificate of rabies vaccination from the State.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d15539da_3882_4887_9584][bookmark: _PAR__5_383db8af_2da8_4b5b_a566_3f5b3523][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__795e745c_da49_44cf_a3b5_979][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e55bfe34_4d33_4c0c_8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5b6f199e_1595_43d7_a31]4.  Exception.  Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary, an animal shelter operated by a nonprofit organization is not required to vaccinate an abandoned or stray cat or dog received by the shelter.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5d2d4c7f_136b_42c4_989][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__114b0a96_8b3a_4068_a1d5_aa25][bookmark: _PAR__6_2bc0fbe8_887c_466f_bef8_22cd8adb][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ec0da9dd_3cc6_43a4_b9a]An owner or keeper of a cat or dog is exempt from the requirements of subsection 1 or 1A, whichever is applicable, if a medical reason exists that precludes the vaccination of the cat or dog.  To qualify for this exemption, the owner or keeper must have a written statement signed by a licensed veterinarian that includes a description of the cat or dog and the medical reason that precludes the vaccination.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__df118031_5580_4a80][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__e74c5bf9_f963_4761_b3db_4][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6865ea76_8204_4d15_8adf_1b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__735afa3e_5b37_4a57]Sec. 5.  7 MRSA §3916-A is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0b024dcb_3462_43bb_8beb_4946][bookmark: _REV__356c3f34_434d_456f_87d6_f1ba25f659][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f3e30374_4471_475e_8ae]As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1c6ffca6_3150_46e4_981f][bookmark: _REV__db33a117_088e_4d71_98e0_2e95ef5e1f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5d839f43_8475_4b10_ab72_035][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9cbc0f61_f8ac_44e2_b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8e0a65cc_b85c_4ffc_b38]4.  Licensed veterinary technician.  "Licensed veterinary technician" has the same meaning as in Title 32, section 4853, subsection 11.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c7eb7702_c98a_4ace_a89a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4420f1c9_5189_48a0_ac00_cbe][bookmark: _PAR__8_7dc95792_f4b9_4c93_9549_56b17339][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__405c73ad_b887_451a_a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6a736972_ceed_4a21_aab][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__76d68d6d_9bb4_4d2a_a482][bookmark: _REV__2db87d54_482f_43d5_804c_9f316058cc][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a7b54b37_254c_4806_b4f7_0c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7e09c1c9_8147_4b9e_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__67c33969_7252_4e12_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__752f0d4f_65b6_4665_96]1.  Clinic establishment.  The department shall facilitate the establishment of low-cost antirabies clinics at locations and on dates as appropriate.  At least one low-cost antirabies clinic must be conducted annually in each county.  In facilitating the establishment of antirabies clinics, the department shall cooperate with local veterinarians and local organizations.  When other arrangements can not cannot be made for a licensed veterinarian to vaccinate or to supervise vaccinations by an animal technician at a low-cost clinic, a veterinarian employed by the department, a licensed veterinary technician under the direct supervision or indirect supervision of a licensed veterinarian or a certified rabies vaccinator shall administer the vaccinations.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4ccc582a_bee4_4955_8716][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__65106ffe_e03e_4ecd_b529_118][bookmark: _PAR__1_9f1bba3b_bf67_4389_a276_54abf72e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a589ebd4_2b6b_4499_8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__62cb617e_32cc_456b_978][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__10539431_54db_45c6_8757][bookmark: _REV__f8cea6bb_fb99_4ebd_9651_3279020f67][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c2d245c6_409e_41db_8c19_28][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c24c8b39_8ab3_42fc_aa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__68d9c11f_e477_477d_9f]1.  Appointment and certification.  Except as provided in subsection 5, the commissioner, in consultation with the Animal Welfare Advisory Council, as established by Title 5, section 12004-I, subsection 2-C and as described in section 3906-C, shall appoint one or more persons in each county to administer rabies vaccines to animals.  Upon initial appointment, a person must complete training in accordance with section 3906-B, subsection 18 in order to become a certified rabies vaccinator.  A certified rabies vaccinator serves in a volunteer capacity unless the person is an employee of the State or an animal shelter licensed under section 3932-A.  A certified rabies vaccinator must be under the direct supervision or indirect supervision of a licensed veterinarian to administer rabies vaccines to animals.  A humane agent may serve as a certified rabies vaccinator.  A certified rabies vaccinator is authorized to act until termination of appointment by the commissioner or until resignation of the certified rabies vaccinator.  
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3385a87e_e202_4739_b279][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__212043db_b074_4420_b95d_60f][bookmark: _PAR__4_6aface21_e48d_4597_b864_c083335b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__09525c2e_76ce_4202_9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cd21b4fa_b611_477a_a83]4.  Rulemaking.  The commissioner shall adopt rules to establish procedures for appointment and certification of certified rabies vaccinators.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f08f71b6_ae91_4877_9b0f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__14bb2520_ed2c_4aea_9a57_035][bookmark: _PAR__5_30854f1a_eff8_4c1b_9407_bd36b918][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__35582806_6ce1_43c5_9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__92c302ab_c03c_467c_818]5.  Animal shelter requests.   An animal shelter licensed under section 3932-A may submit a request to the commissioner that a member of the animal shelter's staff be appointed as a certified rabies vaccinator in a limited capacity.  The request must be submitted in writing by the animal shelter's veterinarian of reference.  A certified rabies vaccinator authorized under this subsection may administer vaccines only to animals in the care of the animal shelter or at an antirabies clinic established pursuant to section 3917.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2d832c6a_0c54_41a9_af54][bookmark: _PAR__7_86290c2b_9057_4508_ba94_b3cbc274][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__06747b90_61b9_4c5e_b241_eaf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7029f118_9409_4da5_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2e22935f_0ace_457c_a91]3.  Proof of immunization.  A municipal clerk may not issue a license for a dog until the applicant has filed with the clerk proof that the dog has been immunized against rabies as provided in section 3916, subsection 1-A and in accordance with rules adopted by the Commissioner of Health and Human Services, except that the requirement of immunization may be waived by the clerk under conditions set forth by the Commissioner of Health and Human Services.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5156c6d0_895c_4cb2_8d0][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7738bbac_78da_4a6e_9ed0_8570][bookmark: _PAR__8_0b755f39_8b75_4b67_9c3b_87a4891d]The commissioner shall adopt rules that allow the clerk and the commissioner to accept valid proof of immunization against rabies provided by another state.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__587d62ef_47fa_4c6d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d50f69f8_4dc4_4048_8da8_f][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__637577c4_b9bb_4da9_87be_35][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2d3b7437_cf9f_46f5]Sec. 9.  7 MRSA §3923-B, sub-§2-A, as enacted by PL 1999, c. 254, §5, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__50daf9a8_344c_4202_a6ed][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9a90a1e8_8f57_4cf2_8245_784][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5aabaa06_e45f_453c_9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__90981865_3c51_41fd_a07][bookmark: _REV__979362eb_0c04_4fd3_9337_517a9baa98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__51732f34_33d1_4905_8c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2b00870f_8597_43a4_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3626dd15_45f4_498f_b9][bookmark: _REV__6da6adf0_dac5_473d_be26_62a3f869f6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3445e876_c5e2_42f7_bb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__baf17145_9d6b_43b8_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__24d491c0_c34e_47a5_b9][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__c9f34f1e_6802_4a2e_acc][bookmark: _REV__9acd8ac7_dd76_440c_99e9_913082de6a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__815a4c8f_1f0d_4d7f_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6e5ef42d_06c5_46b0_bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ca486183_215f_4a20_af]2-A.  Rabies tags.  An owner or keeper shall ensure that a rabies tag obtained from a veterinarian, a licensed veterinary technician under the direct supervision or indirect supervision of a licensed veterinarian or a certified rabies vaccinator for immunization against rabies is securely attached to a collar of leather, metal or material of comparable strength and that the collar is worn at all times by the dog for which the rabies tag was issued, except as provided in subsection 3.  For purposes of this section, "direct supervision" has the same meaning as in Title 32, section 4853, subsection 4-A, "indirect supervision" has the same meaning as in Title 32, section 4853, subsection 4-B; "licensed veterinarian" has the same meaning as in Title 32, section 4853, subsection 5; and "licensed veterinary technician" has the same meaning as in Title 32, section 4853, subsection 11.
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