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[bookmark: _PAR__1_445a81e0_37d8_43db_90bf_560a22db][bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__19dafe8a_1ed6_4be1_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__c0b9c6ae_0698_44a0_]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_a8c6a52a_37dd_4d57_a8e1_6b58c38a]Whereas, this legislation must take effect before May 18, 2025, the beginning of the 2025 commercial halibut fishing season; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c21f9fc2_6547_482d_a781_9f37ab37]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__b12570e3_3cbc_45e3_bcd][bookmark: _PAR__4_b4560758_4077_4f1a_959d_d4b2e482]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__fb607a47_fc56_4ab6][bookmark: _PAR__5_f83e7be4_5b74_42ed_8929_96877f99][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__53386e27_4736_4872_8712_c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__fb893fcc_4b2e_48ee_be][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f46a4df5_4134_4300]Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §6506, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 627, §5, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5c7e8b25_482f_43be_b182][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e02d93f5_a1bb_40fb_9373_db9][bookmark: _PAR__6_5653d47a_8a98_4f23_ae90_c9954818][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ba97c290_539a_4b23_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__14ca6d1f_06bb_4ef1_9a3][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__4498f7b0_caf1_416a_8bd]2.  Licensed activity; commercial license.  The holder of a commercial halibut fishing license issued under subsection 1 may fish for, take, possess, ship, transport or sell halibut that the holder has taken using the vessel named on the license. Crew members aboard a license holder’s vessel may fish for, take, possess, ship or transport halibut only if the license provides for crew members.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__0f09a9b8_fbca_407e][bookmark: _PAR__7_3ff9fbc8_a9bb_4d34_96dd_f1e1ee31][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d730882f_04a2_4f22_9533_3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3af115c6_ad04_463e]Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §6506, sub-§2-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__83be19e1_861f_4250_be41][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__64d681d5_9380_4b90_99dc_e73][bookmark: _PAR__8_19496ee9_24c5_47fc_a193_91540191][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f83d4d81_cc9a_43bc_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__01fa97e6_5df9_4927_8fe][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__1eabe029_c1f3_4a4c_b60a][bookmark: _REV__5b97fe9e_9859_4e95_af93_1be14007d5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__90ec0329_c8c2_41b3_81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b2768d37_1b55_4f45_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c2fb536e_4741_4d4d_95][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6fb77edb_9739_42fc_b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c159d769_b569_4921_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b2cfd969_2f3c_4041_9c][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__245e8727_1b3d_49e7_9a93_ff]2-A.  Exception to using vessel named on license holder's license for commercial license holders.  Notwithstanding subsection 2, the commissioner may temporarily authorize a holder of a commercial halibut fishing license to use a vessel other than the vessel named on that license holder's license to fish for, take, possess, ship or transport halibut if the license holder documents to the commissioner that the vessel named on that license holder's license has become temporarily inoperable because of an accident or a mechanical failure and requests in writing to the commissioner that the commissioner authorize the use of another vessel to fish for or take halibut. The commissioner's authorization may require the license holder to fish for, take, possess and land halibut separately from any halibut taken under another license listing the same vessel to ensure that harvest limits are not exceeded. An authorization granted by the commissioner to a license holder due to an accident or a mechanical failure may not exceed 2 weeks.  The commissioner may authorize one 2-week extension per license holder during the commercial halibut fishing season.  An authorization under this subsection may not be granted by the commissioner in 2 consecutive years.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__8b51d8e1_d6de_416e_b9][bookmark: _PAR__9_bdc95a65_1ffe_44dd_8c2f_049a8fc6]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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