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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c6a10fd8_6b1b_4f49_a099_cd][bookmark: _MANDATE_PREAMBLE__a06e73e8_0df0_4cdf_bf][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__eba5d55d_922f_4a39_]Mandate preamble.  This measure requires one or more local units of government to expand or modify activities so as to necessitate additional expenditures from local revenues but does not provide funding for at least 90% of those expenditures.  Pursuant to the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 21, 2/3 of all of the members elected to each House have determined it necessary to enact this measure.
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__c420f270_70c7_4411_b6c][bookmark: _PAR__1_3ed07e89_8cfe_42cd_9232_25579fb3]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__42e321a7_dbc5_43b9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__fa889b59_d8b6_40f3_b705_e][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__22397dad_9bb9_412f_aaa0_38][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__341a9d80_b8b6_4585_8b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__71109514_05a5_4cd3]Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §4722, sub-§3, as amended by PL 2021, c. 571, §10, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__697c265b_8cc1_4203_bb8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__171e43e4_300e_431a_9832_e8c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7346b28a_70de_438f_99][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__27218e6e_7336_46b6_86c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8543c4cf_47d7_4ce5_b01][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__4f28a8d1_15ca_4827_9ae][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8d900083_4da7_4c4f_a52][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__6e1ba963_051a_4fb8_aeb][bookmark: _REV__4884027c_c8e4_4525_b036_81c64da4af][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5cf7c67e_32e3_40db_92][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b007713c_056b_4501_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__de5966cd_525b_4b11_a9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2b616f22_b4c6_4d6f_97]3.  Satisfactory completion.  A secondary school student may earn a diploma if the student has satisfactorily completed all diploma requirements in accordance with the academic standards of the school administrative unit and this section.  A school administrative unit shall award a high school diploma to a child with a disability, as defined in section 7001, subsection 1‑B, who satisfies the local diploma requirements in the manner specified by the child's individualized education plan.  Career and technical students may satisfy the requirements of subsection 2 through separate or integrated study within the career and technical school curriculum, including through courses provided pursuant to section 8402 or 8451‑A, on the approval of the commissioner and the local school board or in accordance with an equivalency agreement pursuant to section 8404, subsection 3, paragraph B or section 8457, subsection 2.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b1aa0262_33f7_48e4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d5d83ff6_3b92_4caa_8d48_9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a76be421_e3e5_41a4]Sec. 2.  20-A MRSA §8404, sub-§3, ¶B, as amended by PL 2011, c. 679, §15, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0fcd5ef7_d735_4175_8101][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__eccd3759_a330_41b5_b0dd_f666][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0650e95d_12b3_4bfa_b2d][bookmark: _REV__0c797a3e_ee9c_4611_a536_57b29ae68e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a8e776b7_d6d4_4027_84][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a0ad0f86_597a_413f_b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__132fcc0e_5d2b_4672_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cf5c2d0c_8c83_4705_80]B.  Shall develop a cooperative agreement delineating the duties and powers of the advisory committee.  A cooperative agreement or any amendment to the agreement must be ratified by the school board of each unit or affiliated unit served by the center.  A cooperative agreement must be reviewed annually by the advisory committee and submitted by the center and its affiliated units to the commissioner. Beginning with the school year starting after June 30, 2025, the cooperative agreement must include an equivalency agreement for credit gained through a career and technical education program to be accepted as a core credit toward a high school diploma for each of the school administrative units governing or affiliated with the center; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__cc94974c_97a3_424e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__75ce5ad5_8776_4356_b516_f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__65915bfa_ffb6_4e6b]Sec. 3.  20-A MRSA §8457, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1991, c. 518, §25, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ffdc7725_4f76_4d5f_ae81][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f267735a_fe1c_41d1_9ffb_742][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__04b13d2f_5e96_42fc_80][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c1fe76bc_37de_4a68_833][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d2d2c661_d648_474e_926][bookmark: _REV__fd02b698_29d5_4184_bc33_4f8f1fc833][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a0505fdd_1ec4_455f_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1ca34d99_9632_4b45_ba][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ab9d9d2e_7942_4d4d_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e8c711b2_d047_4b07_9e]2.  Cooperative agreement.  The cooperative board shall adopt a cooperative agreement incorporating at a minimum each of the items listed under section 8452, subsection 1.  The cooperative board, with the superintendents' advisory committee, shall annually review the cooperative agreement.  The cooperative board may amend the agreement, subject to approval by a majority of the school boards of the units served by the region.  A copy of the cooperative agreement and any amendments to the agreement must be filed with the commissioner. Beginning with the school year starting after June 30, 2025, the cooperative agreement must include an equivalency agreement for credit gained through a career and technical education program to be accepted as core credit toward a high school diploma for each of the school administrative units located in the region.
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