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An Act to Expand Municipal Volunteer Program Eligibility Requirements in the Municipal Property Tax Assistance Laws
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__fc87a9bd_4bd9_4d34_a1a][bookmark: _PAR__1_c3321359_0d8f_4a1a_a32d_a8ec4052][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__0a9f99df_0961_496c_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ee753720_ce02_45a5_b2c8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__95bf2be3_bc22_417f_b2ed_bd8a][bookmark: _PAR__6_2095ab9e_aa97_4efb_8ef6_c22d468d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ff581844_633f_46ff_8e0]C.  Calculate benefits in a way that provides greater benefits proportionally to claimants with lower incomes in relation to their property taxes accrued or rent constituting property taxes accrued.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f3342e16_828d_47b7_856][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__177d397c_285f_4528_b9c3_1759][bookmark: _PAR__7_d85c0b2b_90e3_4526_af8d_c130b64b]A program adopted under this section may impose additional standards of eligibility and procedures, as long as those standards are established by the municipality by ordinance.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__74ad7f58_0051_4831_a067][bookmark: _PAR__9_e3bdb4e4_1a8c_49ca_afb2_6f671f72][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3b41419b_a364_419b_9b20_082][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e619ed57_6186_4019_95][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eb960134_0541_401a_98f]1-B.  Expanded municipal volunteer program.  Beginning January 1, 2026, a municipality may by ordinance adopt a program that permits claimants who are eligible volunteers to earn benefits up to an annual maximum of $1,000 or 100 times the state minimum hourly wage under Title 26, section 664, subsection 1, whichever is greater, by volunteering to provide services to the municipality.  A program adopted under this subsection does not need to meet the requirements of subsection 1, paragraph B or C.  Benefits provided under this subsection must be related to the amount of volunteer service provided.  Benefits received under this subsection may not be considered income for purposes of Part 8.  A municipality may by ordinance establish procedures and additional standards of eligibility for a program adopted under this subsection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__39940b3d_1686_42b7_9ff8_eb3d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9a2bb7b9_471d_4493_92d][bookmark: _PAR__10_1e53f6d3_e529_47ea_8f2a_cb25aef][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__689836ae_a481_49c9_a626][bookmark: _REV__a57aeb6a_0113_4afc_b4a9_18929ffdc9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__41543c93_95bb_4c8a_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__05bf2f1d_065f_4af4_9e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__57f33699_cf3b_414f_b5]Notwithstanding the age requirements under this section, for the purposes of this subsection, "eligible volunteer" means a person who is at least 60 years of age or a person who is a volunteer firefighter as defined in Title 30-A, section 3151, subsection 4, a volunteer municipal firefighter as defined in Title 30-A, section 3151, subsection 5 or a volunteer emergency medical services person.  For the purposes of this subsection, "volunteer emergency medical services person" means an emergency medical services person as defined in Title 32, section 83, subsection 12 who is licensed pursuant to Title 32, chapter 2-B, who receives up to 20% of the compensation of a worker employed 40 hours per week at the state minimum wage and who may receive injury and death benefits.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a5f2f3d0_e16a_40e8_8cd][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__18b28ed3_f012_4451_bc74_ad5f][bookmark: _PAR__11_cd3c86a0_d9ec_4e9e_a6b7_502327b]Receiving benefits from a municipal program established pursuant to this subsection does not make a person ineligible to participate in the program as an eligible volunteer.
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