132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Waive the 12-month Waiting Period for the Maine Resident Homestead Property Tax Exemption for Certain Heirs of Property for Which an Exemption Was Established
L.D. 264
An Act to Remove the 12-month Waiting Period for the Maine Resident Homestead Property Tax Exemption
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__ee89c630_e7c0_4b44_8c74_16][bookmark: _PAGE__1_5c9e773c_59e9_42cc_9685_bcc67ba][bookmark: _PAR__2_4c8c3827_0349_4b72_b971_ece97ba5]L.D. 264
[bookmark: _PAR__3_899dcc19_8234_4589_a9b5_89f45879]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_f22068d7_2858_445c_b62e_62f6c8ed]TAXATION 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_d65e808c_9693_4e12_9881_ff19f5c1]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_0420b554_3795_4fed_a14f_e04a9070]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_6d0e226b_7208_4f69_a2a3_e14308ee]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_2ae0138b_0cb5_49c3_80d9_da6ec0a9]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_edae7377_798b_42a6_b273_c2502ab5]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_49176052_4384_46e1_99bb_25f1c51]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 167, L.D. 264, “An Act to Remove the 12-month Waiting Period for the Maine Resident Homestead Property Tax Exemption”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__058b3e06_876c_45e5_b15c_02][bookmark: _PAR__11_8d0a305a_4a9e_4a23_9a78_9cad376]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_d9764750_3714_4b52_8f9f_620b5b9]'An Act to Waive the 12-month Waiting Period for the Maine Resident Homestead Property Tax Exemption for Certain Heirs of Property for Which an Exemption Was Established'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__674b4e7c_7730_451c_82f8_ac][bookmark: _PAR__13_d1ad3dec_d06f_46cf_831a_b9f7c02]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_c32b1e2e_cff4_4d9f_83ef_9dcb3f5]'Sec. 1.  36 MRSA §683, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2017, c. 478, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_48250ae7_de90_4fc4_9500_764fbca]1.  Exemption amount.  Except for assessments for special benefits, the just value of $10,000 of the homestead of a permanent resident of this State who has owned a homestead in this State for the preceding 12 months is exempt from taxation.  Notwithstanding this subsection, a permanent resident of this State who loses ownership of a homestead in this State due to a tax lien foreclosure and subsequently regains ownership of the homestead from the municipality that foreclosed on the tax lien is deemed to have continuously owned the homestead and may not be determined ineligible for the exemption provided in this section due to the ownership of the homestead by the municipality.  In determining the local assessed value of the exemption, the assessor shall multiply the amount of the exemption by the ratio of current just value upon which the assessment is based as furnished in the assessor's annual return pursuant to section 383.  If the title to the homestead is held by the applicant jointly or in common with others, the exemption may not exceed $10,000 of the just value of the homestead, but may be apportioned among the owners who reside on the property to the extent of their respective interests.  A municipality responsible for administering the homestead exemption has no obligation to create separate accounts for each partial interest in a homestead owned jointly or in common.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_d2da5b1b_f176_4723_b1ef_04c2623]Sec. 2.  36 MRSA §683, sub-§1-C is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_85f64013_16aa_433b_a526_3d69ec8][bookmark: _PAR__2_60d9cfbf_33aa_47bb_b189_9e77833b]1-C.  Exceptions to residency requirement.  The following are exceptions to the requirement in subsection 1 that a person own a homestead in this State for the preceding 12 months in order to be eligible for the exemption provided in this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_56931e4e_5332_4f51_9ad6_ee4e9647]A.  Notwithstanding subsection 1, a permanent resident of this State who loses ownership of a homestead in this State due to a tax lien foreclosure and subsequently regains ownership of the homestead from the municipality that foreclosed on the tax lien is deemed to have continuously owned the homestead and may not be determined ineligible for the exemption provided in this section due to the ownership of the homestead by the municipality. 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_821bdbf0_5a6a_4338_917d_c910cfcd]B.  Notwithstanding subsection 1, a successor in interest who is a surviving heir of a permanent resident of this State who had ownership of a homestead at the time of death is deemed to have continuously owned the homestead and may not be determined ineligible for the exemption provided in this section due to the change in ownership at the death of the prior owner, as long as that heir can establish that the heir has been a permanent resident of the municipality in which the homestead is located for 12 months prior to the death of the prior owner.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_2a3a0b22_26ad_4119_96a5_04e62039]Sec. 3.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_13d5e437_b2ea_4277_bbdf_b7cbeeb3]ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__7_cfae3c77_55d5_41c1_ba13_8887ae0f]Revenue Services, Bureau of 0002
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e6b948d7_726b_47dd_be78_96a949c6]Initiative: Provides funding for increased homestead property tax exemption reimbursement to municipalities.
	[bookmark: _PAR__9_b7d6ca48_c472_4fe6_ad8a_94d01ee5][bookmark: _LINE__23_c5186fd6_abe5_4fc1_9217_c12828]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_3adaae50_ef8a_4baf_869e_6028fb]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_b7006f41_bf8c_4712_9f50_a40b89]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__24_5872faae_dde3_469a_8347_dbb220]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_9d4953ec_82ca_4f1a_8773_c7a44e]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_b94f3609_2725_4f4b_a2d7_e4c22e]$113,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__25_2dfde3d2_811f_41ea_8051_9ae347] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_0d8653d1_c1bf_4b2b_bfd1_a21f4b]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_14b77554_4cdb_45ef_83ba_3a9025]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__26_db0dd436_3de0_4783_b162_4c4000]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_dcbe2b99_2a19_4207_abc1_f4ac30]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_1d0a9091_4a15_4951_b128_2c7b6b]$113,000


[bookmark: _PAR__10_17f3cfb0_d475_49e5_a330_a5c61a3]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c9178ca7_976d_46e9_b449_31][bookmark: _PAR__11_6a5996fa_cba1_4a7d_81f1_ad4dfbf]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__796b750c_452e_4093_9d7a_1911d3][bookmark: _PAR__12_5a8cf804_87b5_4466_ac2e_4b38033]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__13_b548dca9_1a94_47f3_8b4a_0ede06d]This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title.  The amendment provides an exception to the 12-month waiting period for the Maine resident homestead property tax exemption to a successor in interest of a deceased resident who had ownership of a homestead at the time of death as long as that successor has been a permanent resident of the municipality in which the deceased's homestead is located for the 12 months prior to the death of the prior owner.  The amendment also makes a technical change to the statute establishing the exemption and adds an appropriations and allocations section.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__e861566d_f008_4a9][bookmark: _PAR__14_8532a96e_5a2f_4499_ab5c_e8e4d2f]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__15_ef4839c5_7b23_4507_a2df_9eaaf87](See attached)
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