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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-THREE
_____
H.P. 154 - L.D. 233
An Act to Ensure Efficiency in the Review of Petitions by the Secretary of State by Clarifying Deadlines Related to Those Petitions
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__7168c5cb_e27a_4c98_8df][bookmark: _PAR__1_debc15f9_7ac7_4b07_8391_e21289a9][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__ef40c2a3_6431_4873_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__fb8f8db3_8ec1_4165][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__7f2930cb_84a2_4c10_9010_d][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6a1fca50_e8bd_4290_a863_bf][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__df2caccb_0ec0_438c_96][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7a071e4b_18c1_4281]Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §905, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2017, c. 277, §6, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8546041a_0a5b_4d0d_b016][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d67063b2_6aea_4a32_badf_808][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__458fd0c9_a701_4d10_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0e050976_805a_4f00_a57]1.  Secretary of State.  The Secretary of State shall review all petitions filed in the Department of the Secretary of State for a people's veto referendum under the Constitution of Maine, Article IV, Part Third, Section 17, or for a direct initiative under the Constitution of Maine, Article IV, Part Third, Section 18.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ef916d9d_cf0e_40fb_82e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e20f0526_2de1_413e_acbb_f31c][bookmark: _REV__b7a334b1_e474_419c_b049_b2cbfa272a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__51a3fdda_f920_4a25_ad][bookmark: _REV__6577e3ee_7760_4a00_a9d4_979c643660][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5f363e8e_fbbc_46cb_a0]The Secretary of State shall determine the validity of the petition and issue a written decision stating the reasons for the decision within 30 business days from the date of filing of a written petition in the Department of the Secretary of State under the Constitution of Maine, Article IV, Part Third, Section 17 or 18, except as provided in paragraph A.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__59768546_d95c_4a3f_ab31][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0a78e09c_26e2_412d_89ff_8b40][bookmark: _REV__5254b1b5_9182_42b6_b126_6e3556bc9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__12e81c54_0bf9_4a10_875]A.  In an even-numbered general election year, if a written petition is filed in the Department of the Secretary of State under the Constitution of Maine, Article IV, Part Third, Section 17 or 18 within the 30 calendar days preceding the general election or within the 30 calendar days following the general election, the Secretary of State shall determine the validity of the petition and issue a written decision stating the reasons for the decision within 30 business days after the 30th calendar day following the general election.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6ce67bad_21d7_4a38_a20][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7fa829f0_dc79_445f_87e3_497c]The Secretary of State may invalidate a petition if the Secretary of State is unable to verify the notarization of that petition.
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