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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
H.P. 87 - L.D. 154
An Act to Amend the Transportation Laws
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__2064080d_aec6_4113_a97][bookmark: _PAR__1_38d23737_bf90_4867_ab88_8ebe5272][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__4f8b720d_5f5c_431c_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1eaf2dbb_9b98_407c][bookmark: _PAR__2_398e4620_4a2d_426c_a05d_45f7bf5e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6d679c31_1938_4aaf_bcb4_8][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__7a387747_abbb_4c99_a5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c70132e6_ee39_404b]Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §1654-A, as enacted by PL 2011, c. 652, §4 and affected by §14, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_f09979c5_d837_4afb_bf0f_4b6b3c37][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__be318e26_2154_4f0a_9895_e70f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__99b0e051_abb9_4d9d_a3ca][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__aa4ba267_f916_40f4_bf]§1654-A.  Transfers from the unallocated balance in Highway Fund unallocated surplus
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1c2efed1_b285_4bc6_823][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__67ebd38b_bb38_4a1d_bcda_98b6][bookmark: _PAR__4_e20cd601_27cb_4424_91c6_c55b0a84][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__5bb2bb28_5539_48c9_899][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__40597ff2_5113_4553_899]At the close of each fiscal year, the State Controller shall transfer to the Department of Transportation, Secondary Road Program Fund, established in section 1803‑C and referred to in this section as "the fund," the uncommitted balance in the Highway Fund unallocated surplus account. The amount transferred to the fund, when added to previous transfers to the fund for the fiscal year in which the uncommitted balance is transferred, may not exceed the program funding cap provided in section 1803‑C, subsection 4. Any remaining uncommitted balance in the Highway Fund after the transfer to the fund must be transferred to the Department of Transportation, Highway and Bridge Capital program amounts exceeding $100,000 from the unallocated balance in the Highway Fund to the Department of Transportation Highway and Bridge Capital; Highway Light Capital; Maintenance and Operations; and Multimodal Transportation Fund programs, for capital and all other needs. The Commissioner of Transportation may allot these funds by financial order upon the recommendation of the State Budget Officer and the approval of the Governor. The transferred amounts are considered adjustments to allocations. Within 30 days after approval of the financial order, the Commissioner of Transportation shall provide to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters a report detailing the financial status of the Department of Transportation, Highway and Bridge Capital program.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f3d6205d_0e92_4cab_a45][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__71fb5493_c248_4c2c_9270_02c0][bookmark: _PAR__5_ad9cba54_ed85_4b5f_899b_07115738]For the purposes of this section, "uncommitted balance in the Highway Fund unallocated surplus account" or "uncommitted balance" "unallocated balance in the Highway Fund" means the amount remaining in the account at the close of the fiscal year after the deduction of all allocations, budgeted financial commitments and adjustments considered necessary by the State Controller any other transfers authorized by statute.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4a9de73f_2b9c_4927_b6e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bfa1d72e_3f1b_437e_9cef_ebff][bookmark: _PAR__6_c5b468a4_614b_4b7d_893e_c2c7f7a8]The State Controller shall include in the State Controller's official annual financial report at the close of each fiscal year a statement showing all transfers made from the Highway Fund unallocated surplus account unallocated balance in the Highway Fund for the fiscal period.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__f9f88c26_88a3_4055][bookmark: _PAR__7_881dfdff_efa7_414a_865b_fc5b579b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__32e40ad0_a754_4d90_bf11_9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5de0be52_d2e0_49d5]Sec. 2.  23 MRSA §1801, first ¶, as repealed and replaced by PL 1999, c. 473, Pt. D, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7503e25b_f555_4045_a7a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__13f8b026_d2fd_4683_8dfa_cf56][bookmark: _PAR__8_81ba28f3_b741_4fe9_8ab9_c947f9a1]Municipal transportation assistance funds must be targeted to the capital needs of rural local roads and highways, bridges and minor spans and must also reflect urban compact maintenance responsibilities on state and state aid roadways.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__8acf9d06_3a11_422e][bookmark: _PAR__9_77550f06_2a0a_4007_8eb6_502b7518][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__bf5f717c_8dbb_4840_9909_3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ae5d2535_8d40_4eb1]Sec. 3.  23 MRSA §1801, 3rd ¶, as amended by PL 2011, c. 652, §5 and affected by c. 652, §14, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_85dbc339_a5f0_4a09_99a9_8e77cd5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__381d97b4_a059_4b7e_88e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a795ccce_cebe_44e7_8472_8a43][bookmark: _PAR__1_fded9a47_bf54_42ed_8f68_6400b4c6]Responsibility for decisions regarding maintenance and improvement of roads must follow the principle that roads that primarily serve regional or statewide needs must be the State's responsibility, roads that primarily serve local needs must be a local responsibility and roads that primarily serve as minor collector routes and major collector routes may be improved through a partnership between municipalities or counties and the State.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b3fd6395_0ce6_4deb][bookmark: _PAR__2_65075f4c_1bf8_45de_a9ad_588174a0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3b03157d_ce5f_4b96_b20f_1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__cd3851d1_38f5_458a]Sec. 4.  23 MRSA §1801, 5th ¶, as amended by PL 2011, c. 652, §5 and affected by §14, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__696166aa_4456_4386_815][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e193a6ff_1dc1_4cf0_b6a0_47f3][bookmark: _PAR__3_03b9abe1_9056_493b_bccc_55e1f1ee]The purpose of the Local Road Assistance Program established in this subchapter is to provide equitable financial assistance to communities for their use in improving local roads and maintaining state roads in urban compact areas.  The purpose of the Secondary Road Program Fund established in this subchapter is to establish a partnership between communities and the State in making capital improvements to state aid minor collector highways and state aid major collector highways.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__bceb604b_ca18_4f9b][bookmark: _PAR__4_62099de3_7a0d_42c0_bbf0_9151fd60][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__cc15b035_f7a5_40d0_904f_6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7e70e990_bd60_481c]Sec. 5.  23 MRSA §1803-B, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2013, c. 354, Pt. I, §§1 and 2 and affected by §4, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__28251f9f_cc5e_4be5_81aa][bookmark: _PAR__5_5a4ccf7f_657e_447a_bfde_36a685a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5110da39_6f20_4a92_a67a_1e0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__15aeafd0_b05a_4e75_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__14e7853e_6c66_4e82_bd0]1.  Distribution and use of funds.  Funds from the Local Road Assistance Program must be distributed to each eligible municipality, county or Indian reservation through rural road assistance and urban compact assistance funding as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d6c6d00d_2a15_469e_8fee][bookmark: _PAR__6_0b219420_3ced_4a99_a564_90a54943][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ca35b981_2121_4258_94ee_9ae5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d8307b52_71ac_4d7a_b01]A.  Rural road assistance funds must be distributed as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__3ffb0e39_287b_43a3_9833_d68][bookmark: _PAR__7_7775e2e2_e990_4370_99ea_425266b0][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bb1dbf49_e7e0_426a_b24e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e948cac4_e7ce_477f_849][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__01e3fa71_b9aa_473b_b01](1)  Funds are distributed at a rate of $600 per year per lane mile for all rural state aid minor collector roads and all public roads maintained by a municipality located outside urban compact areas as defined in section 754, except that funds are distributed at a rate of $300 per year per lane mile for all seasonal public roads.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__6cbfdcae_49fe_4b43_ac17_c4f][bookmark: _PAR__8_ad77e1c4_9fb2_4fc6_82f3_903ef433][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3d1790b6_a12f_483f_a760][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__72c98212_01b6_471e_835][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b6160b13_a94f_494a_af4](2)    Funds must be used for maintenance or for capital improvements as defined by this chapter, or for capital improvements to state aid minor collector highways and state aid major collector highways as described in  section 1803‑C.  In municipalities, counties and Indian reservations in which there are no rural state aid minor collector or major collector roads, funds may also be used for winter highway maintenance, acquisition of highway maintenance equipment or the construction of highway maintenance buildings if the governing legislative body affirmatively votes that its town ways and local bridges are in sufficiently good condition so as to not require significant repair or improvement for at least 10 years of roadway infrastructure, bridges and drainage structures.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e74e15af_d2ba_49f2_a7a7][bookmark: _PAR__9_8cfe9893_daba_4664_b0a6_980d175a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bdba6812_b8ee_4f7e_9a30_0000][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9ea6a80f_a05e_4a59_825]B.  Urban compact assistance funds must be distributed as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__c19ba94e_7cc9_4034_8ec7_368][bookmark: _PAR__10_e43776c7_fe89_480e_92d1_a585555][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__975641a2_4756_4f88_afb5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__13fd9486_010e_4ba8_994][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b83976dc_c98b_4173_b7d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e4d3c48e_2b1c_4481_a53](1)  Funds are distributed at a rate of $2,500 per year per lane mile for summer maintenance performed by municipalities on state and state aid highways in compact areas as defined in section 754.  For each lane mile beyond the 2nd lane on a highway with more than 2 lanes, funds are reimbursed at a rate of $1,250 per lane mile for summer maintenance in compact areas.  Funds are distributed at a rate of $1,700 per year per lane mile for winter maintenance performed by municipalities on state highways in compact areas as defined in sections 754 and 1001 regardless of the number of lanes.  Funds are distributed at a rate of $600 per year per lane mile for all other public roads maintained by a municipality and located inside a compact area, except that funds are distributed at a rate of $300 per year per lane mile for all seasonal public roads.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7269f040_d8ca_4ea5_984c_0db][bookmark: _PAR__1_bb5b00b7_9c05_430f_929d_557c52e1][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8b0271bc_7665_4f6d_9a42][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__89b63de6_c3ae_4988_8e4](2)  Funds must be used only for the maintenance or for capital improvement of public roads infrastructure, bridges and drainage structures.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__64d23034_62ce_49dd_8365][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__836b04ff_d816_40e5_ad9c_2c0a][bookmark: _PAR__2_5dc62bc8_008a_4abc_a6f4_797c98ec][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__aec06497_5a2d_4121_bea]D.  Beginning July 1, 2014, the annual funding dedicated for the Local Road Assistance Program must be 9% of the Highway Fund allocation to the Department of Transportation.  On July 1, 2014 and every July 1st thereafter, the Commissioner of Transportation shall administratively adjust the base funding and the reimbursement rates per lane mile proportionately according to revenue available.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__53ec59ca_bc78_45f7_ad77_a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__756fa188_b7cb_4383][bookmark: _PAR__3_282414c2_e7cd_4004_af3b_a14c203b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__db1a9488_a775_490c]Sec. 6.  23 MRSA §1803-C, as amended by PL 2023, c. 646, Pt. A, §§30 and 31, is repealed.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__3e698284_05bd_4f3a_92af][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__edc75f3d_a922_44ef_84aa_d0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__684379bf_73d4_4ff7]Sec. 7.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
TRANSPORTATION, DEPARTMENT OF
Highway and Bridge Capital 0406
Initiative: Eliminates the Secondary Road Program Fund and removes the base allocation.
	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	2025-26
	2026-27

	All Other
	($500)
	($500)

	 
	__________
	__________

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	($500)
	($500)
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