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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
H.P. 63 - L.D. 98
An Act to Include School Counselors in the Educators for Maine Program
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__59ab6c63_aafd_489e_aa8][bookmark: _PAR__1_fbc76343_4473_4b87_907c_88847ff1][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__76537af8_61a8_4569_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a5d21d76_ac7a_4e2b][bookmark: _PAR__2_6f9458b2_fe27_4319_a887_ff44dc3d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d3d77910_501e_4e4f_b34d_2][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__c7971839_62a7_4b75_a2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__23097d3d_992f_40dd]Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §12501-A, sub-§12, as amended by PL 2019, c. 303, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b5d0c868_123c_4b2a_bea8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c39f18fb_e3af_4af3_9b25_fb6][bookmark: _PAR__3_84ff28b7_027b_498d_a87a_60303fca][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2aec566c_dfcd_4556_97][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fec08e30_58d5_4280_9d3][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0921d7f7_d2ad_4182_b4b]12.  Return service.  "Return service" means service in a public elementary or secondary school, publicly supported secondary school, special education facility as defined in section 7001, subsection 6 or private school in this State approved for tuition purposes for a full school year as a certified teacher or school counselor or a licensed speech pathologist, service as a Jobs for Maine's Graduates specialist with similar teacher certification or service for a 12-month period in a child care facility by an individual who has attained child care provider qualifications.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e6b84811_6a5a_4a79_861d][bookmark: _REV__0bcafde4_4b94_4ecc_877d_27ff94fc36][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__742410d5_dc41_4932_8cd5_e26e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__877e4cf0_d0a7_4159_b96]B.  Possesses a minimum of a master's degree in an approved program in guidance and counseling.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2b36a2d9_ad94_4102_9287][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__58e28698_2200_4629_9ce3_246][bookmark: _PAR__5_c691c50e_d3be_4550_8dca_bd178e55][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__49c2ed5a_08e1_4405_bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__791397fd_508a_44e2_b53]13.  Student pursuing postbaccalaureate certification.  "Student pursuing postbaccalaureate certification" means a student who has earned a baccalaureate degree or its equivalent and is pursuing a program of study leading to certification as a teacher or school counselor or licensure as a speech pathologist or to the attainment of child care provider qualifications.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__98777ec8_d216_433a][bookmark: _PAR__6_8b02eae6_62a4_48b2_83d6_14986c3c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__9d605ef6_aa94_412e_a552_a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2980db9b_8e32_4d45]Sec. 4.  20-A MRSA §12501-A, sub-§14-A, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 303, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__53e87a57_5387_4a6d_8086][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__dc66f3bc_8801_44b7_80a1_733][bookmark: _PAR__7_26f5c418_256e_471e_8001_aabe2474][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7f937d13_7ae6_4264_a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3900d29b_2b82_4588_843]14-A.  Underserved geographic areas.  "Underserved geographic areas" means those geographic areas of the State where there is an insufficient supply of teachers, school counselors or speech pathologists as determined by the chief executive officer in consultation with the commissioner.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__15d74b2f_07bd_4b53][bookmark: _PAR__8_f094d87a_ccd8_4214_b049_2e3bdd7c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__35b43da6_a70c_44fa_946a_3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3c4efdf1_4cf5_4f5f]Sec. 5.  20-A MRSA §12502, as amended by PL 2019, c. 303, §4, is further amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6a639270_3145_4907_bc4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b4ceee2f_8f53_46ea_a94e_7bdf][bookmark: _PAR__10_6ac14fba_0093_4a48_b03c_6cb415c]There is established the Educators for Maine Program to provide financial assistance for postsecondary education to undergraduate students and students pursuing postbaccalaureate certification who demonstrate academic achievement and an interest in pursuing a career in teaching, school counseling, speech pathology or child care in this State.  The chief executive officer shall administer the program and shall establish pursuant to rules of the authority the rates of interest or fees to be charged.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d37937da_4890_4fee_8f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9e815c76_95d0_4fb2_8419_e04f][bookmark: _PAR__11_a54d71ea_80ce_47e0_8832_8d29061][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__dd200d0a_8f94_4b55_ac7c][bookmark: _REV__1153cf4d_896d_4611_ada6_6947e57567][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b6ed2e4f_cf49_407c_a9]Under the program, the authority may annually award a certain number of loan repayments to selected educators and other school personnel under this section in underserved geographic areas as funds permit.  A selected loan repayment recipient must enter into a loan repayment agreement with the authority and may receive payment from the authority on the recipient's outstanding student debt for each year of service as long as the recipient teaches is employed in a certified instructional or student support role, specifically as a teacher, school counselor or licensed speech pathologist, in a school in an underserved geographic area.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bc1361f5_0066_49db_866f][bookmark: _PAR__13_6cff78e8_913f_48c9_a5a7_525bb8c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__274103ac_c8e5_49d2_a049_22d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d133ae1c_82f2_434f_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6afe5a4b_fcb2_4d9b_b26][bookmark: _PAR__1_278d2a11_4043_4e16_8336_5d312eec]3.  Eligibility for postbaccalaureate certification.  A loan to a student pursuing postbaccalaureate certification may be given only to a resident of the State who has shown academic achievement, who has a baccalaureate degree, who is pursuing a course of study that will lead to certification as a teacher or school counselor, to licensure as a speech pathologist or to attainment of child care provider qualifications and who has met other eligibility criteria established by rule of the authority.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1b4a5304_82ad_4a75_aaae][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9f703e12_b22d_4419_b78e_25c][bookmark: _PAR__3_01f3ae23_a627_442d_a344_eba211c0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__25d621cb_af6c_4b8f_96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0fe1586e_c754_4506_ad4]3.  Deferment.  A recipient of a loan may seek a deferment of the annual payments for a period or periods as established by rule of the authority.  A request for deferment must be made to the chief executive officer who shall make a determination on a case-by-case basis.  The chief executive officer may grant a deferment in the event that a recipient of a loan evidences intent to teach work as a teacher, school counselor or speech pathologist and inability to secure employment necessary to obtain forgiveness of the loan at the time the deferment is sought.  The chief executive officer shall require certification of the intent annually and grant a deferment for each successful request for deferment for a period not to exceed one year.  The chief executive officer may establish limits to the number of deferments that may be granted to any recipient by rule of the authority.
LR0174, item 3 - 132nd Maine Legislature, page 2
