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_____
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An Act to Establish Minimum Standards for Certain Urgent Care Facilities
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__2b28c649_c884_4b9b_abb][bookmark: _PAR__1_213dfb22_7f96_401d_8c22_2702fb38][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__a882f76d_c302_4255_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__31ac8e5e_9ccf_431d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a5c05f47_1f81_4506_b964_b][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__afa768b7_88b2_4f09_8010_b1][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__eec167d5_e863_4598_8a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__366f9e41_9b9c_4265]Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §1811, first ¶, as amended by PL 1989, c. 136, §1 and c. 572, §1 and repealed and replaced by c. 878, Pt. A, §58, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8bf9d8dc_c694_4457_b89][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__548ef13e_4baa_4bef_a10a_7197][bookmark: _REV__17c723ff_af66_48ad_bb58_07022bb4e4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b1515a62_57e1_4638_87][bookmark: _REV__591b23fe_37cf_4363_b4ab_c42082c819][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e3b58a39_b71f_478b_85][bookmark: _REV__660c015a_1d34_4695_bef8_13bb9279d1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__07f380ff_4d19_43f5_8c][bookmark: _REV__7816d641_a9c5_4c79_8b5d_6a70c8e3d8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__61d7550e_f824_4c7e_84][bookmark: _REV__25627e33_a39c_4544_90e8_519f9e7726][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__93d69a05_af04_4539_b4][bookmark: _REV__daacd7d0_ac60_4cf3_b293_8de47cf6a6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__44069447_b819_4fe0_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b8acba9d_3da6_43c6_96][bookmark: _REV__25a17afb_2cd7_47ec_8dee_c6b2142f66][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2fc7248a_a9b1_48f6_96][bookmark: _REV__4d9481ce_6de4_4e09_bb99_687f444608][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__782fb126_b628_4c5c_86]No A person, partnership, association or corporation, nor or any state, county or local governmental units, may not establish, conduct or maintain in the State any hospital, sanatorium, convalescent home, rest home, nursing home, ambulatory surgical facility, urgent care facility or other institution for the hospitalization or nursing care of human beings without first obtaining a license therefor. Hospital, sanatorium, convalescent home, rest home, nursing home, ambulatory surgical facility and other related institution, within the meaning of this chapter, means any institution, place, building or agency in which any accommodation is maintained, furnished or offered for the hospitalization of the sick or injured or care of any aged or infirm persons requiring or receiving chronic or convalescent care. Nothing in this chapter may This chapter does not apply to hotels or other similar places that furnish only board and room, or either, to their guests or to such homes for the aged or blind as may be subject to licensing under any other law.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a59b1134_d6ca_4720][bookmark: _PAR__2_27c19ad7_9314_412d_9c66_f7a4c000][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b86a91a3_e1bc_4ddb_bc79_5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__05d8940b_6657_4c4f]Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §1812-M is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_f6d30310_9871_48f3_8ae0_67584974][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__eface843_6564_41f3_9958_2a1d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d74d21ab_7748_4724_9692][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3a4cc931_dff0_4986_a3]§1812-M.  Urgent care facility
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__417938bd_719a_4454_888f][bookmark: _REV__921c9185_ed9d_427e_897e_d4be39e307][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c02237e0_d7b9_421a_9fc0_d1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__12ea86a7_cba5_479b_8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__82d3894c_72cf_4018_8a6e_049][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d05e92d1_d195_4568_9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c06dece8_5e38_4161_8db]1.  Definition.  As used in this chapter, "urgent care facility" means a health care facility that is not otherwise licensed with a primary purpose of providing medical evaluation and care on a walk-in basis for non-life-threatening injuries and illnesses and that does not have a physician, physician assistant or nurse practitioner on site to provide patient care.  "Urgent care facility" does not include:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2fe9f553_2fb3_475a_bb61][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7832e613_78f1_4874_99c1_1d27][bookmark: _REV__c5ba7a32_5d2c_4d9a_9ca8_2f0832ba53][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b3e313c2_fb02_4c26_ac0]A.  A facility that is licensed as part of a hospital;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7714f1d0_3493_420e_9aa5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9f75797f_ace1_41fc_b109_c4da][bookmark: _REV__56e96658_17a0_401e_be37_4176374ecd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__963bfda6_469a_42a7_842]B.  A facility that provides services or accommodations for patients who stay overnight; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cf740c4a_ad92_4ea8_9834][bookmark: _REV__567a8833_ee76_40a8_b344_3964917064][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__63343407_aa0e_4a79_8cd1_2a75][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__53b071b4_10a5_4403_a75]C.  The private office of a physician or dentist in individual or group practice.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e2d8ebf2_519e_4f9a_a63e_c0f8f6cc][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e6dd216b_d0c7_44cf_b69d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0294c2c0_4d31_4cc1_becd_0f7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1d51ca72_ca99_4a0d_8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c6d53673_5bf4_4488_aed]2.  Standards.  The department shall establish standards for the licensure of urgent care facilities effective July 1, 2026. The standards must include a licensure fee of not less than $50 and not more than $500 and address staffing, quality of care, advertising and promotion, inspections and complaint investigations and accreditation.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__7e4fcf54_1fd4_4f62][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__84e039ec_4879_4ad3_89dc_8][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__161835d9_99ea_4f4a_b75e_df][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c4c3984f_ad5c_4ede]Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §2053, sub-§3-A, as amended by PL 2007, c. 72, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__44147b66_6787_403f_8414][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c842f8db_2c14_4621_8249_f43][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c03f52cc_9bb1_4aad_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__535d5412_eadf_4514_a47][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8052f813_057b_459c_9d8][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d40bced0_9f48_4b5c_bbc][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__70d71294_8238_4f5d_920][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__4738bb20_8c58_414e_bf6][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0a693964_8484_4050_b37][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__39bd1180_f5aa_4986_827][bookmark: _REV__6f7866dd_45c6_46a9_99c8_cfb777e0ea][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__671e0d87_76ef_4470_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__50a74a16_4c79_4584_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9b6898ae_30b6_4186_aa][bookmark: _REV__7f244f55_f309_4166_b3e2_f46f706007][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5ffb17e3_044b_4f91_83]3-A.  Health care facility.  "Health care facility" means a nursing home that is, or will be upon completion, licensed under chapter 405; a residential care facility that is, or will be upon completion, licensed under chapter 1663; a continuing care retirement community that is, or will be upon completion, licensed under Title 24‑A, chapter 73; an assisted living facility that is, or will be upon completion, licensed under chapter 1664; a hospital; a community mental health facility; a scene response air ambulance licensed under Title 32, chapter 2‑B and the rules adopted thereunder; a facility of a hospice program that is, or will be upon completion, licensed under chapter 1681; a nonprofit statewide health information network incorporated in the State for the purpose of exchanging health care information among licensed health care providers in the State; or a community health center; or an urgent care facility licensed under section 1812-M.
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