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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
H.P. 3 - L.D. 39
An Act to Require Landowners to Report Their Participation in a Forest Carbon Program or Project
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__ad73e0e7_2530_433d_80b][bookmark: _PAR__1_7787675b_49c1_46c1_a8b7_5da49f36][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__02bda36a_daae_44fc_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e0d2714a_c540_48a3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__e722aa34_1829_4346_8cc8_0][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__997d6df0_860a_432d_99c4_71][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__7188444d_b40d_406a_9d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3da6a92b_3eff_40f9]Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §8881, sub-§2-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__634e4adb_e70e_4c37_aaad][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7a87a35f_0c17_4f70_ad6a_65c][bookmark: _REV__502b6ecc_243a_4a7f_a389_da563baa42][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__eeeeff27_815f_4c49_a8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ed016ae8_6c8d_4500_8c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ae5fb967_e950_44ae_97][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d731f99d_ec26_49ae_98d]2-A.  Forest carbon credit.  "Forest carbon credit" means a unit that is equivalent to one metric ton of carbon dioxide emissions or carbon dioxide equivalent emissions that are avoided, removed or absorbed as a result of forest management activities that are either undertaken or deferred to increase forest carbon storage or sequestration.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__2b2c9f0d_581c_4ef2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__26a96698_8040_498b_87a7_0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b9a46476_7685_40e4]Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §8881, sub-§2-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d8d149d2_7eee_4f15_a292][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__103798c6_6f4d_414e_9900_e34][bookmark: _REV__c0aeb24b_10b2_4aa8_a0a3_3886fc8c1f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ef2d3a9a_4f68_4af8_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0651337d_0893_44a6_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1232a2b3_3bd6_47a9_b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e67b40ff_3a52_4c41_a15]2-B.  Forest carbon program or project.  "Forest carbon program or project" means a planned set of forest management activities for a defined area of forest land that is designed to provide transferable forest carbon credits and that is developed to conform to an existing voluntary or regulatory forest carbon protocol or registry.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__7b3d73b8_dadb_4ad4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__cb93a509_47f0_49f0_8aeb_6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1911c98b_8745_44d7]Sec. 3.  12 MRSA §8881, sub-§2-C is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dced882f_af1e_4785_82bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__deb331c1_c32f_4e4a_95f5_f73][bookmark: _REV__61b2d4d8_0858_4209_ab1e_ee45185f61][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3e2d7c17_504c_4e4f_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7c1b912e_69d3_41e7_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6faeceec_c42c_474e_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6360f661_69bb_47f7_a10]2-C.  Forest carbon project developer.  "Forest carbon project developer" means an entity that acts on behalf of a landowner to establish forest carbon credits to meet the requirements of an existing voluntary or regulatory forest carbon protocol or registry.  "Forest carbon project developer" also means a landowner that acts as the landowner's own forest carbon project developer.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__7fc73398_b4f6_4cbc][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__f42d8683_380b_49b9_849d_1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__cc9bef94_109e_4569]Sec. 4.  12 MRSA §8885, sub-§2-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__095053e4_c91a_4b37_912c][bookmark: _REV__c4b1459b_2971_4bdd_8faf_06871c17d4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2c3d2447_dbe8_4e14_888b_5ce][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cf45c7a5_da64_41a9_bd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3b582ef5_c5e7_4d7a_8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__43c1a287_291f_4c2e_ad][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4abfb861_8436_4b63_a6c]2-B.  Report on forest carbon program or project.  A landowner or the landowner's designated agent shall submit a report to the director whenever any portion of the landowner's forest land located in the State is enrolled in a forest carbon program or project.  The report must include the following information:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ed65fe7f_0faa_43bf_b131][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5da876f4_01d5_450f_9403_b06b][bookmark: _REV__839e3402_7eb8_4515_a28f_815b940286][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__acfc7022_5424_4774_b43]A.  The name of the forest carbon program or project and the name of the forest carbon project developer, if different from the landowner;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dd9eb411_76df_49da_a4da][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5c6d64e3_1fdc_40bd_af06_79b3][bookmark: _REV__f9694ecb_9daa_48f5_9a26_65cd56ffb8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fa1707ea_bd02_40bc_afa]B.  The name of the voluntary or regulatory forest carbon protocol or registry and the forest carbon program or project identification number in the registry, if known;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bbdd0f7f_e44c_4a96_b956][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bdcb2d35_78b1_4c77_a505_4e2a][bookmark: _REV__ddede7ff_598a_434c_bc72_8a9e90faee][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4ba29bfe_bbff_4ab7_920]C.  The legal name and contact information of the landowner or landowners as of the date of enrollment in the forest carbon program or project;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__594bc3f1_4a78_4061_901b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3abcbe8f_4ae2_4278_845c_a9db][bookmark: _REV__8b05b351_92ae_4c06_ba45_687bb78a35][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5a7b7a6e_a1f5_44db_8e0]D.  The period of enrollment in the forest carbon program or project of the affected forest land; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d70666ba_a5e6_4018_8481][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fdb35599_20df_4cdd_aeb9_bbfe][bookmark: _REV__44fa79a9_ecde_469f_b0c5_c309714ffa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c95b2357_9aa1_4d50_aa0]E.  The total forest acreage enrolled in the forest carbon program or project by town, township or plantation.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__86f7f86b_3f94_45e9_beba_ef3b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__df4d36d1_2a06_473e_9e7][bookmark: _REV__118792b4_35e2_4f47_9d39_9326655875]A landowner that enrolled in a forest carbon program or project prior to the effective date of this subsection must file the report required pursuant to subsection 2-B by July 1, 2026.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__9405e82a_0209_4932][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__687987f8_a451_4169_88ba_8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f2142e16_796b_41dd]Sec. 5.  12 MRSA §8885, sub-§3, as amended by PL 2003, c. 452, Pt. F, §47 and affected by Pt. X, §2 and amended by PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §7 and PL 2013, c. 405, Pt. A, §23, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3c46f064_13ac_45c7_a7a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2e9aa120_cf54_4d5b_83de_16e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__209d3257_3379_4355_b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__acb57bfc_7e0a_4e4a_bbf][bookmark: _REV__7c4fb53c_2ab6_4533_9265_60670e8853][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7140abe1_a5fd_432a_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0fad9a7c_96f5_4058_b8][bookmark: _REV__4620eafe_05ad_4820_b1b7_f22d159073][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e096d223_13cd_42e8_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__43a7ddf5_6432_4293_a0][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e19a4d17_e565_4cc9_bf3][bookmark: _REV__911bae23_01a2_4c06_a067_b9ce426118][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fbce64dc_db1a_452f_83][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0c8d5996_336d_40bf_be][bookmark: _REV__bbc97c1a_f700_40a9_812b_feacdbc29e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3978cc34_c995_4ccb_9d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3cad5019_94ba_40aa_a5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8b1469a1_26dd_4a5e_b87][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__16c41d27_7682_49c9_830][bookmark: _REV__2a305b5d_7379_4f11_8197_3678b3188a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__296375e3_7d82_4ade_ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dba11638_484c_4994_ac][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__5fb7c067_ed00_457c_b24]3.  Reports.  Reports required under subsections 1 and, 2, 2-A and 2-B are due during the month of January for the preceding year.  If the period of cutting under subsection 1 or 2 or 2-A extends beyond December 31st of any calendar year, a report must be submitted during the month of January for the preceding year.  A person filing a harvest notification form pursuant to section 8883‑B must complete and return to the bureau a harvest report whether or not the landowner has harvested that year.
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