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An Act to Require Consumer Consent for Certain Generation Service Contract Renewals
L.D. 2163
An Act to Require Electricity Providers to Inform Customers of Alternative Electric Rates and Gather Consent Prior to Contract Renewal
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_974f8051_9ee8_4794_a2f1_7a723a3]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 918, L.D. 2163, “An Act to Require Electricity Providers to Inform Customers of Alternative Electric Rates and Gather Consent Prior to Contract Renewal”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__83fec346_9ade_4148_8315_89][bookmark: _PAR__11_de9868a8_4c8e_4788_b5bb_bda6974]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_fcdcce87_acfa_44a0_aabe_6faaf39]'An Act to Require Consumer Consent for Certain Generation Service Contract Renewals'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__26e7cea5_c45f_4ae8_956c_b3][bookmark: _PAR__13_72222994_3d1b_4b97_b19c_7d9537f]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_6f59782d_f096_4f25_b3c3_fa3b3d0]'Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3203, sub-§4-B, as amended by PL 2023, c. 375, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_65081d12_1124_4b25_9b3b_9f9f495]4-B.  Residential consumer protections.  As a condition of licensing, a competitive electricity provider that provides or proposes to provide generation service to a residential consumer:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_266772e4_43c7_454b_9c00_4fe351d]A.  Shall disclose, before entering into an agreement to provide service to a residential consumer, to the residential consumer where the residential consumer can obtain information with which to compare the service provided by the competitive electricity provider and the standard-offer service;
[bookmark: _PAR__17_1a6ddbe9_01d2_4018_80d6_37797f7]B.  May not renew a contract for generation service without providing a residential consumer with notice of renewal in advance by mail;
[bookmark: _PAR__18_9f4b243a_05e3_468a_aa01_bef31a1]C.  May not renew a contract for generation service at a fixed rate that is 20% or more above the contract rate in the expiring contract without the express consent of the residential consumer; if the renewal rate is a fixed rate that is:
[bookmark: _PAR__19_5cc0e749_2c51_46a0_8ace_c065ddd](1)  Twenty percent or more above the contract rate in the expiring contract; or
[bookmark: _PAR__20_9dd1fd7d_02c1_4b3e_851d_e4271a6][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__eb277476_7daa_4293_8a04_5cb][bookmark: _PAGE__2_2fc1cad2_f35b_42ed_8f10_d0d49e3][bookmark: _PAR__2_d2001627_931f_4e39_a729_b30d8dc3](2)  Greater than the fixed rate that would, at the time of the residential consumer's contract renewal, be offered by the competitive electricity provider to customers enrolling with the provider for an initial contract of a similar term and product offering;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_038f0dfa_a30c_4edb_81c4_7186ac93]C-1.  May not renew a contract for generation service at a variable rate without the express consent of the residential consumer if the expiring contract provided generation service at a fixed rate;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_96b41fcb_0f85_4fb0_87dc_9b64307b]D.  May not renew a contract for generation service for a term that is longer than differs from the term of the expiring contract or 12 months, whichever is shorter, without the express consent of the residential consumer; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_6f02e56b_af8e_4998_a691_d73501af]E.  May not enter into or renew a contract for generation service that includes an early termination fee.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_3d291ae1_4583_4a62_8092_581d2906]If a residential consumer does not provide the express consent required by paragraphs C, C‑1 and D, the residential consumer must be transferred to standard-offer service.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__06e84829_49fe_4bf2_b204_4c][bookmark: _PAR__7_76a2dcc1_67f3_44ca_a8ce_cf8bb2b9]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__7c8f4616_1673_4d36_b799_1894a1][bookmark: _PAR__8_924fdb4c_4fc7_4d03_b5b5_d5eb6cf8]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__9_1c9782cd_f11f_41af_bc38_685912bc]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, replaces the bill and changes the title. It does the following.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_2b89fa70_d976_46e4_a6fb_453bbc9]1.  It provides that a competitive electricity provider may not renew a contract for generation service without the express consent of the residential consumer if the renewal rate is a fixed rate that is 20% or more above the contract rate in the expiring contract or greater than the fixed rate that would, at the time of the consumer's renewal, be offered by the competitive electricity provider to customers enrolling with the provider for an initial contract of a similar term and product offering.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_642ac69c_e542_4ed0_89c6_312f44c]2.  It prohibits a competitive electricity provider from renewing a contract for generation service at a variable rate without the express consent of the residential consumer if the expiring contract provided generation service at a fixed rate.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_341b63ab_e2a9_4135_80bc_6f37c83]3.  It prohibits a competitive electricity provider from renewing a contract for generation service for a term that differs from the term of the expiring contract without the express consent of the residential consumer.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__91617d75_7150_469][bookmark: _PAR__13_9397a9eb_cf3a_48c6_9863_38a994f]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__14_e03f003e_b3f3_4912_a358_99fab3b](See attached)
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