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An Act to Ensure the Financial Stability of Behavioral Health Services Providers and Housing Assistance Providers
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__469b5cce_5522_4ef8_9bd3_f8][bookmark: _PAR__11_c67fa121_535b_4257_b20c_5d2851e]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_f70626e5_f966_41d2_9505_f3acb92]'Resolve, to Review the Timeliness of Contract Payments by the Department of Health and Human Services'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__656a5bb1_4b49_4ef8_bfa9_8b][bookmark: _PAR__13_1b63f61d_c888_4df6_8e6d_4b74eee]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the title and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_4be479eb_f706_425a_b99b_71b8538]'Sec. 1.  Department of Health and Human Services to collect data.  Resolved:  That the Department of Health and Human Services shall review the timeliness of payments made to grantees of contracts awarded by the office within the department responsible for the provision of behavioral health services and housing assistance programs in fiscal year 2023-24 and in fiscal year 2024-25 through December 2024. For purposes of this section, "housing assistance programs" includes but is not limited to the Bridging Rental Assistance Program established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 34‑B, section 3011 and the federal shelter plus care program authorized by the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, Public Law 100-77 (1987) as amended by the federal Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing Act of 2009, Public Law 111-22, Division B (2009).  The department shall identify the reasons for any delays of payments and shall compile its data into a report.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_33f874d5_e900_42b3_befd_c9adfa8]Sec. 2.  Department of Health and Human Services to provide information regarding late fee payments to grantees of contracts.  Resolved:  That the Department of Health and Human Services shall review its process for the payment of late fees in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 1554 and shall provide written guidance to grantees of contracts regarding the process to request payment of late fees.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_53326bda_0747_483a_8b32_b78315d][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__320b3a66_ac78_4d8f_859e_ef8][bookmark: _PAGE__2_eec8eb82_035c_4523_a533_03f0828][bookmark: _PAR__2_7a5e003d_f6cb_4ab7_8056_10a45992]Sec. 3.  Report.  Resolved:  That, by February 1, 2025, the Department of Health and Human Services shall provide a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters regarding its findings pursuant to section 1 and actions taken pursuant to section 2.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0375f50e_51c1_451a_8325_66][bookmark: _PAR__3_8a13b650_ebdc_4d7c_afb5_1295d4c3]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_9bbbaefe_85cf_4002_8cd2_5071f66f]This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The resolve requires the Department of Health and Human Services to review the timeliness of payments made to grantees of contracts awarded by the office within the department responsible for the provision of behavioral health services and housing assistance programs in fiscal year 2023-24 and in fiscal year 2024-25 through December 2024. It requires the department to identify the reasons for any delays of payments and to compile its data into a report. It requires the department to review its process for the payment of late fees in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 1554 and to provide written guidance to grantees of contracts regarding the process to request payment of late fees. By February 1, 2025, the department must provide a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters regarding the department's findings and actions taken pursuant to this legislation.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_d157c86d_2a04_4d77_9330_99233d9f](See attached)
LR2845, item 2 - 131st Maine Legislature, page 2
