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[bookmark: _PAR__7_ecbc9c29_29f1_419e_8331_aa0d7b96]SENATE
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_f20aa13b_6f87_4f4f_9f4b_5a417c3]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 849, L.D. 2062, “An Act to Enhance the Safety of Public Transit Bus Operators Through the Installation of Vehicle Security Barriers”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__85ceac2f_700c_4668_bdf9_72][bookmark: _PAR__11_81782484_2cce_4727_bf37_ed59e69]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_4dfd56d3_ddbd_46f9_b1f4_6855191]'Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §4209-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_c041a732_c525_4169_a8f8_f569402]§4209-B.  Public transit bus operators; vehicle security barriers
[bookmark: _PAR__14_ff05e7d4_5265_4e05_bf6d_317c533]1.  Short title.  This section may be known and cited as "the Public Transit Bus Operator Safety Act."
[bookmark: _PAR__15_988d1ff4_4029_439a_9bf6_455c34b]2.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_100d9829_cff8_45d7_be77_037b36f]A.  "Fund" means the Public Transit Bus Operator Safety Fund established in subsection 6.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_1413ddc3_d6a4_4d65_bca5_5ade3ba]B. "Large heavy-duty bus" means a bus, as defined in Title 29-A, section 101, subsection 11, that has a gross vehicle weight of 26,001 pounds or greater and has a length of 30 feet or greater.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_8dfcefaa_5f9a_4c8f_a7c5_a0eed7e]C.  "Public transit bus operator" means an individual employed by an urban fixed-route transit provider to operate a large heavy-duty bus.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_ecef6e5a_9706_4328_b4d5_4af56f3]D. "Urban fixed-route transit provider" means a transit district or a regional transportation corporation, as defined in Title 30-A, section 3501, that provides public transportation within one or more municipalities, at least one of which has a population greater than 20,000, on prescribed routes at prescribed times.
[bookmark: _PAR__20_f675a221_ef9f_4467_8279_27643ae]E.  "Vehicle security barrier" means a transparent, protective partition made of hard, durable, glare-minimizing materials that:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_6748fa69_80fb_4559_8768_a1fc32a][bookmark: _PAR__2_7a1961bb_b5a8_402c_8846_78af9547](1)  Is capable of fully enclosing a public transit bus operator's workstation and of preventing the unwanted entry of individuals, fluids and objects into the workstation;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_86a5bd22_81f0_44c1_a762_28f3962e](2)  Does not impede the public transit bus operator's lines of sight from the workstation to the exterior of the large heavy-duty bus, including all exterior mirrors; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_fb061ad7_248b_4db6_8651_7a8dbb72](3)  Allows the public transit bus operator to maintain communications with passengers.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_d46b8ee3_a37c_4ec5_89fc_b8bd4424]3.  Urban fixed-route transit providers; installation of vehicle security barriers. Beginning August 1, 2029, an urban fixed-route transit provider shall ensure that any large heavy-duty buses that are in service are equipped with a vehicle security barrier.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_e335b9e8_2b18_404e_b82b_c24855d6]4. Procurements requirements; vehicle security barriers. When procuring vehicle security barriers and any other materials funded by the fund, an urban fixed-route transit provider shall solicit and incorporate input from a labor organization representing the urban fixed-route transit provider's public transit bus operators. Such solicitation must occur via a joint labor-management safety committee, if the urban fixed-route transit provider is party to such a committee.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_fd85e0e9_6f22_44d5_97fd_da58380d]5. Prohibition; large heavy-duty buses in service without vehicle security barrier. On or after August 1, 2029, an urban fixed-route transit provider may not operate a large heavy-duty bus that is not equipped with a vehicle security barrier.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_f7f16ae7_eec2_4d7c_9e76_2c32fed3]6.  Public Transit Bus Operator Safety Fund.  The Public Transit Bus Operator Safety Fund is established as an Other Special Revenue Funds account within the department to provide grants to urban fixed-route transit providers for the purchase and installation of vehicle security barriers that comply with the requirements of this section. The fund consists of money received as transfers, appropriations, allocations and contributions from public and private sources. Any funds remaining in the fund after August 1, 2029 must lapse or be transferred to the General Fund. The fund may not be used for the maintenance or repair of vehicle security barriers or to equip a large heavy-duty bus that is not in service.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_e76d76b9_7448_4235_aec6_e7a476ed]Sec. 2. Reporting requirements.  By August 1st in 2027, 2028 and 2029, an urban fixed-route transit provider shall submit an annual report to the Department of Transportation regarding the progress of the urban fixed-route transit provider in meeting the requirements of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 4209-B. The report must set forth the steps that the urban fixed-route transit provider has taken to comply with the requirements to install vehicle security barriers, the tasks remaining for the urban fixed-route transit provider to complete in order to achieve full compliance and an estimated completion date for each of these tasks. The department shall make a report received under this section available to the public within 30 days of receipt of the report.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_d6fc5400_5256_45c4_aa79_1aa91a5][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__156384a6_f646_4816_839a_2a8][bookmark: _PAGE__3_0e6dc4b6_995d_4c4f_a2a2_e69ddf2][bookmark: _PAR__2_2d23f819_bd21_484c_b3b7_7ae633e0]Sec. 3. Transfer from General Fund unappropriated surplus to Department of Transportation, Public Transit Bus Operator Safety Fund, Other Special Revenue Funds account.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, on or before June 30, 2027, the State Controller shall transfer $1,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Department of Transportation, Public Transit Bus Operator Safety Fund, Other Special Revenue Funds account for one-time funding for grants for the purchase and installation of vehicle security barriers in large heavy-duty buses used by urban fixed-route transit providers.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_a5084b99_c8bc_42eb_8f3d_86fe651a]Sec. 4.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_9f7d110d_d0d1_4998_99d5_558fa38f]TRANSPORTATION, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__5_984a7d47_3cd2_43ff_b7f2_3e8f82c0]Public Transit Bus Operator Safety Fund N559
[bookmark: _PAR__6_33005110_c3e1_44e5_ba48_44a8f2f0]Initiative: Provides one-time funding to the Public Transit Bus Operator Safety Fund within the Department of Transportation to provide grants to urban fixed-route transit providers that operate within municipalities with a population greater than 20,000 for the purchase and installation of vehicle security barriers.
	[bookmark: _PAR__7_2df50273_db98_4866_b08f_5dfd1343][bookmark: _LINE__11_c28f033a_e819_4f8a_8231_5a8487]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_ecc60529_2153_4cd4_ab95_59ace0]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_5452dab8_8fea_4699_ae3f_31cb49]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__12_db3a8b43_6275_40c8_894a_3ab3d4]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_92be6c86_916c_43f8_953a_f724bd]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_2f5d4bd6_228d_45d4_8a55_eb1a0d]$1,000,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__13_c6d432f7_c0d0_4eac_96ae_fa9eed] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_c2b91fb2_72ab_4aba_b5a0_288006]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_f21b95f3_890e_4667_a4b4_5bbdcc]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__14_d8247fc0_3172_4c68_8808_ffa52b]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_d2015647_665a_4114_a761_339cc8]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_4dfd31b5_a89d_44fc_beb8_337e5d]$1,000,000


[bookmark: _PAR__8_5d0e03d3_4756_4521_84ad_b915043e]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__20471c27_19e3_4f9f_a261_10][bookmark: _PAR__9_c72ed04b_258d_4f4e_87bb_45d44710]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__d88ec331_e765_4f14_8c7f_06193d][bookmark: _PAR__10_ace7a5d9_c244_4b6c_a8df_ebe5cb1]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_2d5ba500_60a6_4a0a_9903_6976db9]This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment does the following.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_88b7bfcc_f578_47da_be6e_fd85c77]1. It requires, by August 1, 2029, an urban fixed-route transit provider that operates within a municipality with a population greater than 20,000 to install vehicle security barriers in any large heavy-duty buses that are in service.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_f28a7c97_d8bd_45bb_9831_b41dd1e]2. It maintains the bill's establishment of the Public Transit Bus Operator Safety Fund while clarifying that the fund may be used only for the purchase and installation of vehicle security barriers for large heavy-duty buses that are in service. Any maintenance of a vehicle security barrier is the responsibility of the urban fixed-route transit provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_4a9f1796_6a3c_4559_b087_7ff257e]3. It requires any remaining funds in the fund to lapse or be transferred to the General Fund after August 1, 2029. 
[bookmark: _PAR__15_948ef385_a145_48bb_bb97_cf0dd6c]4. It reduces the appropriations and allocations from $2,000,000 to $1,000,000.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__265f6a4e_5bcf_4ac][bookmark: _PAR__16_7fc609e8_ea5a_40cf_b1b3_88aa7ac]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__17_649d267a_726c_4050_8829_a4157b4](See attached)
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