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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c355bcb7_d258_4435_b80e_dc][bookmark: _PAR__11_de9f5624_2d3b_4f6a_936f_0f69e82]Amend the bill in section 1 in subsection 2 in the 15th line (page 1, line 18 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "2%" and inserting the following: '1.25%'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__2333e74d_a83f_4db8_8323_0b][bookmark: _PAR__12_cba45e7b_83df_4e75_9b83_7ccaf1c]Amend the bill by inserting after section 1 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_8ad4a04b_ddae_4829_9747_1bf21c8]'Sec. 2.  Department of Labor; safety education and training program review. The Commissioner of Labor or the commissioner’s designee shall perform an efficiency review of the operations and delivery of the safety education and training programs the Department of Labor provides pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 26, section 42-A to identify any duplicative efforts offered by the department and by private employers.  In conducting the review, the commissioner or the commissioner's designee shall consult with relevant stakeholders to identify the safety education and training programs offered by private employers. The stakeholders consulted must include, but are not limited to, insurance carriers licensed to do workers' compensation business in the State and group and individual self-insured employers authorized to make workers' compensation payments directly to their employees.  The efficiency review must be completed no later than December 31, 2026.  By February 1, 2027, the commissioner shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over labor matters on the findings of the efficiency review, including any recommendations resulting from the review.  After reviewing the report, the joint standing committee may report out legislation to the 133rd Legislature in 2027 to implement any recommendations contained in the report.
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[bookmark: _PAGE__2_e6ff1474_b6cb_490e_9c4d_956e746][bookmark: _PAR__2_721c90c1_7c6b_45cc_ae66_5739f56e]Initiative: Allocates funds to the Department of Labor to support safety education and training programs for employers, owners, employees, educators and students.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_10268832_9929_4f7f_8ada_108fbb85]The bill raises the limit on the total annual amount of the assessment that supports the Department of Labor's Safety Education and Training Fund from 1% to 2% of the total of the workers' compensation benefits paid by all licensed carriers and group and individual self-insured employers during the most recent calendar year for which data is available. This amendment changes that amount to 1.25%.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_6a5df398_5b8f_4ce6_a97b_dc97cde9]The amendment also directs the Commissioner of Labor or the commissioner's designee to conduct an efficiency review of the operations and delivery of the safety education and training programs the Department of Labor provides to identify any duplicative efforts offered by the department and by private employers.  The amendment also requires the commissioner to submit a report on the findings of the review to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over labor matters and provides the committee the authority to report out legislation to the 133rd Legislature in 2027. The amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section.
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