132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Increase Child Care Affordability and Early Childhood Educator Stability
L.D. 1955
An Act to Increase Child Care Affordability and Early Childhood Educator Stability
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__d804348f_a6e1_4910_869a_ae][bookmark: _PAGE__1_1a789096_4f14_4888_b524_0dcc8d8][bookmark: _PAR__2_df585746_ad4a_4f2b_ad36_554f395f]L.D. 1955
[bookmark: _PAR__3_7e3e89a1_5c18_4938_9a82_5c71d4c9]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_50cc20ad_3b32_4c7e_8d78_003a8376]HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_a4ab1154_cf20_40f6_aece_42d43619]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_0d934b08_863f_406c_bacc_e14ba25b]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_c7422c02_4a5a_4a57_b151_bf6e4bc9]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_3665e42d_2ea9_4314_88ad_edbf67e8]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_48be59e6_2923_481e_af25_d2a67b30]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_c1d8b8af_a363_4c38_800c_ccdf028]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 763, L.D. 1955, “An Act to Increase Child Care Affordability and Early Childhood Educator Stability”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__2977d276_0af2_4dfb_88e0_1f][bookmark: _PAR__11_8b01f385_782d_441d_982a_c8a8482]Amend the bill by inserting before section 1 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_ae29a5f9_deb1_4b1d_9216_0c2af63]'Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §3731-A, sub-§3 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_6e5382bc_8e68_469a_8125_543e908]3.  Nonlapsing funds.  Any unexpended funds appropriated or allocated by the Legislature or accepted by the commissioner for the purposes of the Maine Child Care Affordability Program may not lapse and must be carried forward in the same amount for the next fiscal year. The commissioner may accept donations or grants for the Maine Child Care Affordability Program from any source.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6d0028f1_9699_420d_8af9_b9][bookmark: _PAR__14_e69075f2_b646_447b_a989_629e2ef]Amend the bill in section 1 in §3731-B in the headnote (page 1, line 3 in L.D.) by inserting after the following: "Program Child Care" the following: 'Employment'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__81ac1171_53b2_438c_90e0_27][bookmark: _PAR__15_bd090141_b288_4f02_b015_341bb54]Amend the bill in section 1 in §3731-B in the first indented paragraph in the first line (page 1, line 4 in L.D.) by inserting after the following: "Program Child Care" the following: 'Employment'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__2630762e_caea_4bee_9b2c_0d][bookmark: _PAR__16_56202497_5332_4949_8492_bd648d1]Amend the bill in section 1 in §3731-B by inserting after subsection 4 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_c86d401f_e2af_469c_b89d_5051a04]'5.  Nonlapsing funds.  Any unexpended funds appropriated or allocated by the Legislature or accepted by the commissioner for the purposes of the award may not lapse and must be carried forward in the same amount for the next fiscal year. The commissioner may accept donations or grants for the award from any source.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8abf43cd_9d75_4b26_b843_55][bookmark: _PAR__18_7e926c86_06f2_459d_a9ab_43734cc]Amend the bill in section 3 in §3737-B by striking out all of subsection 2 (page 2, lines 6 to 10 in L.D.) and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__19_01de3184_deec_4e4c_b72a_31aeffc]'2.  Report.  Beginning on January 15, 2026, and annually thereafter, the department shall include in its annual report pursuant to section 3740-A the number of child care professionals participating in the program, expenditures under the program and a description of progress in implementing the tiered system required under subsection 4.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__081eea9c_f725_41ad_bbcc_d4][bookmark: _PAR__20_55835694_b739_4725_8f41_1502edf]Amend the bill in section 3 in §3737-B by inserting after subsection 4 the following:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_7bec4693_965f_4091_bb84_1ded756][bookmark: _PAR__2_9f169f01_81a9_470e_bec0_f289bc40]'5.  Nonlapsing funds.  Any unexpended funds appropriated or allocated by the Legislature or accepted by the commissioner for the purposes of the program may not lapse and must be carried forward in the same amount for the next fiscal year.  The commissioner may accept donations or grants for the program from any source.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__07883201_cd93_496e_b795_4d][bookmark: _PAR__3_c439f8e7_d34a_408f_9af2_9d95091d]Amend the bill in section 4 in §3737-C by striking out all of subsection 3 (page 3, lines 4 to 6 in L.D.) and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_91d2cb6a_891f_4ebc_8445_81a6aa93]'3.  Nonlapsing funds.  Any unexpended funds appropriated or allocated by the Legislature or accepted by the commissioner for the purposes of child care provider scholarships and apprenticeships may not lapse and must be carried forward in the same amount for the next fiscal year.  The commissioner may accept donations or grants for the program from any source.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f3e32728_3803_4b3d_b568_55][bookmark: _PAR__5_3da3362f_b8d6_4a02_9f30_8285c80c]Amend the bill in section 4 in §3737-C by striking out all of the 2nd indented paragraph (page 3, lines 7 to 11 in L.D.).
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4939065d_da18_49aa_9130_b9][bookmark: _PAR__6_68a75c61_c2c0_4189_9f5b_25f161d7]Amend the bill by inserting after section 4 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_afa237d0_2d14_46f5_bde3_0ca6a42b]'Sec. 5.  22 MRSA §3740-A, sub-§4 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_bd4cac87_0c0f_4e46_8d89_29bd6489]4.  Child care professionals; salary.  Beginning with the January 15, 2026 report, pursuant to section 3737-B, subsection 2, the number of child care professionals participating in the Salary Sustainability Program for Child Care Professionals established in section 3737-B.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__48ae35b9_195c_4983_9876_91][bookmark: _PAR__9_c82610cf_24be_40e9_8c4d_8c0fcf03]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 7 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_1b039fee_8fee_4e1c_b539_7579400]'Sec. 7.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_f4ef9e9c_53c5_4319_a92a_0aea280]HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__12_cd31683c_2545_480e_86e3_8fb7069]Child Care Services 0563
[bookmark: _PAR__13_6b99d1ba_eca9_4502_9f6b_aaa6050]Initiative: Provides ongoing nonlapsing funding for the monthly wage supplement awarded to child care workers under the Salary Sustainability Program for Child Care Professionals.
	[bookmark: _PAR__14_a7ffde10_e1f9_4171_bc84_aa8b801][bookmark: _LINE__27_31efebc7_1076_435a_a468_b668fe]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_a9c3b4a7_6c36_4265_9d1e_197e9c]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_b88d4614_8639_4f12_b2dc_ca2268]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__28_a1e53661_63dc_4602_8763_6eb395]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__28_42eef5be_b1f7_416e_8554_441071]$500,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__28_0d146fb3_2064_4a6e_a27a_ec1bcd]$500,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__29_7a87ad67_24af_48e6_8ccb_2855b8] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_facf09d9_7794_4253_86ba_9775f7]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_6e80de50_f7b1_455a_90ab_8aed31]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__30_a5673880_c294_42d8_8d9d_1b7fc3]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_18004ec0_b597_406d_9fd6_c6a50d]$500,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_82d2d2e1_b4ab_4dfd_a462_28d675]$500,000


[bookmark: _PAR__15_83d5b39a_450b_41b3_bc81_4ac8b0e]Child Care Services 0563
[bookmark: _PAR__16_9a8a4347_26b8_4200_b6f5_95ae174]Initiative: Provides ongoing nonlapsing funding to support the child care needs of families in the Maine Child Care Affordability Program.
	[bookmark: _PAR__17_361ae696_0098_46ee_8ba5_8e2cba8][bookmark: _LINE__34_c3e49532_aaf1_435d_a537_382224]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_3e3ffa2d_da4e_4d61_a2aa_578679]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_0106da2f_3245_4aae_b544_203976]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__35_91f37a32_6283_434e_a3f4_2bd8b9]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_f03a62ff_f962_4822_a5e3_675efa]$1,000,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_38e2bfd1_033e_40b6_bc26_17d2d1]$1,000,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__36_0df969dd_ed29_44b9_af06_96b646] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_f910e80a_1fde_469b_a5be_d84e83]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_ec5961cb_aff2_49f1_9106_f013d3]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__37_6fe66ee9_2a63_411f_8ad0_81a495]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_6bb34ea0_4e3d_484a_b66d_dd4ce0]$1,000,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_c75868a7_61ad_4b53_8d61_43cc6c]$1,000,000


[bookmark: _PAR__18_5c9cf15b_523e_4cc2_968a_0f5d667]Child Care Services 0563
[bookmark: _PAR__19_acedc6b6_c1fe_4421_8cce_a300e44]Initiative: Provides one-time nonlapsing funding for the Maine Child Care Affordability Program.
	[bookmark: _PAGE__3_8e2393ef_08fe_4e4b_80fa_61cb3aa][bookmark: _PAR__2_6046dda6_1f1e_4436_8b0a_9d69f763][bookmark: _LINE__1_02cc1fea_8d56_44ba_bedf_ea3c972]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_2ffa73a8_a1e7_4f4a_8e66_4a158a2]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_1db16b6f_f9bf_4edd_9014_daeaf09]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__2_a5810799_c045_4cb8_a7cf_ec53060]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_1438cff1_5d81_4532_8cd5_e00e5ce]$3,800,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_22608ef8_e48c_4ef2_9cde_6deed2c]$0

	[bookmark: _LINE__3_2647afe8_d047_41d9_9c91_b677831] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_607546e5_6b8e_43c9_9c6a_b9cb7d1]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_e4add863_b0e9_4a84_a5e5_85c80a5]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__4_36874548_50f7_4c0f_9b14_7d3349b]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_3610fe91_e243_485b_aee1_2a5e95f]$3,800,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_cfbe576b_4ab9_412f_88a7_a2a9034]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__3_8ba2d152_035a_43a7_b224_f94c3d95] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__4_089ad7f8_bfc6_4ea1_a0db_eeac4e7e][bookmark: _LINE__6_9031df68_c6e3_4041_bdba_edfd22f][bookmark: _LINE__7_201cdbdc_5db4_4933_83cd_c9b5ee9]HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_8f8a56aa_00e9_40de_ab08_8465615] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_63f2413b_ca8b_4d22_9763_4f650fb] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__8_b8820595_f2f8_44ef_88a4_8fc5b92]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_cf4f6ebd_9cd3_481d_8075_1e469a5]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_2dcadf0a_3cb9_40e1_a65b_02018bf]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__9_4f918219_f090_49ee_9da6_db74522] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_b0af3520_a07f_44a5_9f59_e1f29d9] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_a3d7e2ba_c64f_44e3_b706_4ada0ff] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__10_8f954c97_6fe4_4151_bb6e_6dc9fc]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_13945969_c577_4f7d_b099_340f11]$5,300,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_2ac79aa8_0307_4406_aa67_a5572b]$1,500,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__11_6dcd915a_2f54_43f5_bb81_bfb2a0] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_4f769aad_cbcb_4d39_a1a9_d5e2d9]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_3065d1a0_ee92_4038_8b57_332ae9]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__12_4b039c80_7b98_4f2e_bdde_663f17]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_d2f117ae_9698_42df_8bf7_e627e4]$5,300,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_e6c4edfa_9a8d_45f7_bddf_05d6e3]$1,500,000


[bookmark: _PAR__5_69e90d5e_77e7_4429_8382_d9177c87]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4fbc1603_0504_463a_9642_60][bookmark: _PAR__6_46894806_7644_4ef2_8734_08355825]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__2772be9f_f591_492d_badd_44abc9][bookmark: _PAR__7_d5ac4904_e030_42f5_b462_74eba8f6]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__8_59d79e3e_51d3_4ccb_9510_173536e9]This amendment makes the following changes to the bill.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_c5b425c3_4d26_41dc_a175_cdb8076a]1.  It clarifies that funds to support the programs in the bill are nonlapsing funds.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_5b3e66e7_9082_463e_82a0_7caa0e8]2.  It changes the name of the Maine Child Care Affordability Program Child Care Award to the Maine Child Care Affordability Program Child Care Employment Award.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_e2d33f9d_e9d0_418d_a67d_2fb71e4]3.  It requires the report on the number of child care professionals participating in the Salary Sustainability Program for Child Care Professionals to be included in the existing annual report on child care subsidies beginning with the January 15, 2026 report, rather than a separate report.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__5d54dcbd_040f_4d7][bookmark: _PAR__12_7c757466_dfae_4916_963f_fd79304]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__13_eab3dd86_71b0_438a_9e70_4e904d7](See attached)
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