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L.D. 1888
An Act to Reduce Electricity Costs for Maine's Consumers and Businesses by Amending the Laws Governing Renewable Resources
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__e443914e_a5c9_4a22_b8ce_90][bookmark: _PAGE__1_12cd6d1d_4aa6_4c09_b96e_8695b21][bookmark: _PAR__2_aae986aa_5570_42f7_81a4_fe32dd4d]L.D. 1888
[bookmark: _PAR__3_d8b1497f_1fb2_4bd4_acb3_bea67437]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b280ead9_dd08_4709_8bba_00aec7fc]ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_bbf68089_e5d2_4376_ba16_b46428fd]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_83a70ed3_8c49_46a5_ad47_d76af91f]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_cb19d060_e6e6_4ee3_b1f5_2f27bf97]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_a84ed874_bcd0_4f8c_80a7_51405005]131ST LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_dfd4b50d_feee_461e_ba75_e600c004]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_78327cd0_656d_4440_a625_d45cb8d]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 763, L.D. 1888, “An Act to Reduce Electricity Costs for Maine's Consumers and Businesses by Amending the Laws Governing Renewable Resources”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0de880c5_af00_495b_b8d6_97][bookmark: _PAR__11_69b20945_a39e_4a99_a246_3112534]Amend the bill by striking out all of the emergency preamble.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1ee60012_1cca_4d5b_9d66_8f][bookmark: _PAR__12_859fbf8a_c130_4d8f_9eb4_afa4dc5]Amend the bill in section 2 in subsection 9 in paragraph A in the 3rd line (page 1, line 26 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "and not greater than $5 for the requirement under subsection 3"
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4fbb4239_e597_4037_ae99_2c][bookmark: _PAR__13_62b2882f_8364_4cd3_b6ba_76f65d5]Amend the bill in section 2 in subsection 9 in paragraph B in the last 4 lines (page 1, lines 39 to 42 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "in the Energy Efficiency and Renewable Resource Fund established under section 10121, subsection 2 to be used to fund research, development and demonstration projects relating to renewable energy technologies and to fund rebates for cost-effective renewable energy technologies" and inserting the following: 'in the Energy Efficiency and Renewable Resource Fund established under section 10121, subsection 2 to be used to fund research, development and demonstration projects relating to renewable energy technologies and to fund rebates for cost-effective renewable energy technologies to provide financial assistance for low-income households in accordance with section 3214, subsection 2'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8ff0c6fd_99a1_4e73_8d28_23][bookmark: _PAR__14_67f80f47_0c4c_46a6_93db_cd2a2d8]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 3 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_e4f29543_1359_4d82_8d96_87c9ccb]'Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §3214, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 316, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_33f1a21d_3242_4032_a121_35c37ea]2.  Low-income assistance.  In order to continue existing levels of financial assistance for low-income households and to meet future increases in need caused by economic exigencies, the commission shall:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_c27d3714_e4f5_4d16_a02c_83bbfdb]A.  Receive funds collected by all transmission and distribution utilities in the State at a rate set by the commission in periodic rate cases; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_c72a91ca_547e_462d_a4a9_79eac64]A-1.  Receive funds collected by the commission for alternative compliance payments in accordance with section 3210, subsection 9, paragraph B; and
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_485796bb_f6c4_4c54_aeca_5a54bf6][bookmark: _PAR__2_1fbd84ef_32bc_4acf_9e89_bd64c8ea]B.  Set initial funding for programs based on an assessment of aggregate customer need in periodic rate cases.  The funding formula may not result in assistance being counted as income or as a resource in other means-tested assistance programs for low-income households.  To the extent possible, assistance must be provided in a manner most likely to prevent the loss of other federal assistance.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_63306de2_a1ea_4931_a19f_874c74df]The commission may adopt rules to implement this subsection. Rules adopted under this subsection are routine technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e49737f5_ddca_475a_85d1_19][bookmark: _PAR__4_d625146c_d9fd_4724_a46e_6153073d]Amend the bill by striking out all of the emergency clause.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__9853f20b_9f3e_4872_bca4_8c][bookmark: _PAR__5_8c025a76_0ed9_4bda_a60b_b63d1115]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__c4b62d84_e395_42db_a024_b4d3d8][bookmark: _PAR__6_4422cfdb_cf0a_486b_95ba_de6cb682]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__7_5ab5217f_139d_41bb_9090_edfad028]This amendment removes the emergency preamble and emergency clause. It amends the bill to require the Public Utilities Commission to establish a Class II resource requirement alternative compliance payment rate and requires the commission to consider historical prices and investments that may affect the availability or price of Class II resources in establishing all alternative compliance rates. Alternative compliance payments for Class II resource requirements must be used to provide financial assistance to low-income households instead of being deposited into the Energy Efficiency and Renewable Resource Fund and amends the section of law directing the commission to provide low-income assistance to include the receipt of alternative compliance payments. The amendment also removes language from the bill that makes changes to the Class IA resource and thermal renewable energy credit portfolio requirement report.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__1e3c493c_0a1a_416][bookmark: _PAR__8_c8bd8ac9_6e71_4ee4_98b2_469ca416]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__9_bece1681_db75_4125_a89e_5b2a7054](See attached)
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