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[bookmark: _PAR__10_2f155327_47df_4ae6_b7c5_4247970]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 755, L.D. 1937, “An Act to Require Hospitals and Hospital-affiliated Providers to Provide Financial Assistance Programs for Medical Care”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__250520e6_818c_469c_89a2_4f][bookmark: _PAR__11_da9102c5_57f1_4164_8a71_d5e14cc]Amend the bill in section 3 in §1716-A in subsection 3 in paragraph E in the 7th line (page 4, line 7 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "30" and inserting the following: '45'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4a64f46c_566b_4a25_b237_67][bookmark: _PAR__12_b138eaff_78e1_45da_b6ae_4149d75]Amend the bill in section 3 in §1716-A in subsection 5 by striking out all of paragraph B (page 5, lines 4 to 7 in L.D.) and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_a5b22188_dbf2_46f3_b2c5_272c680]'B.  Providing, in conspicuous locations within the hospital, including admission, registration and waiting areas, information regarding how patients can access physical copies of the plain language summary under paragraph A, the financial assistance program application and any application instructions;'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__45296e05_5620_44ea_9155_c2][bookmark: _PAR__14_fb06310c_f172_4717_a551_6a42d77]Amend the bill in section 3 in §1716-A in subsection 8 in the 4th line (page 6, line 4 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "3%" and inserting the following: '4%'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__507c73be_d04e_40a5_987f_dc][bookmark: _PAR__15_4431df66_a655_4d23_9942_2983acf]Amend the bill in section 3 in §1716-A in subsection 10 in the first line (page 6, line 11 in L.D.) by inserting after the following: "shall" the following: ', by July 1, 2028,'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1d72cb57_f02f_4dc6_9211_d4][bookmark: _PAR__16_939679b3_2d9d_460f_9a44_d0fd367]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 7 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_ed9efc9e_f01f_43d1_b820_7681df2]'Sec. 7.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_0490f78d_987a_47e2_8cb8_5d61d39]HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__19_fc928c2b_16c0_45d9_98f0_31fdbc2]Division of Licensing and Certification Z036
[bookmark: _PAR__20_362fdd5e_718e_4a2e_bab5_f382717]Initiative: Establishes one Comprehensive Health Planner II position, effective July 1, 2026, to develop program applications and implement the department's enforcement requirements for charity care and other financial assistance programs required of hospitals, including investigating patient complaints, taking corrective actions and providing staff support for any necessary legal action. The initiative also provides funding for related All Other costs.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_d9a3355a_b2d1_48e2_9ef9_e479822e] 
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d6c77101_b972_4b4d_8301_c9][bookmark: _PAR__6_ac2865c4_1335_41f9_b896_59fc96b5]Sec. 8.  Effective date. This Act takes effect July 1, 2026.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__efbac313_c39f_4669_adb5_0e][bookmark: _PAR__7_b0269098_fed3_43f0_8727_ac3cfae6]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__d145b3a9_20d9_4422_8f76_d0240d][bookmark: _PAR__8_85a9e790_07e7_4ae0_b046_d0ea1018]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__9_2f120539_7f19_43e0_912f_fdb05c2f]This amendment makes the following changes to the bill.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_e268d4c3_f611_4c02_b69c_e4d67eb]1. It changes the requirement that a hospital determine a patient's eligibility for financial assistance and inform the patient of the eligibility determination within 30 days from the date a completed application is submitted to within 45 days from the date a completed application is submitted. 
[bookmark: _PAR__11_738ecd26_c8c6_48c4_82df_fd7933c]2. It changes the requirement for hospitals to provide physical copies of the plain language summary, the financial assistance program application and any application instructions in conspicuous locations within the hospital, including admission, registration and waiting areas, to a requirement that hospitals provide in these conspicuous locations information as to how a patient can access physical copies of these documents.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_57fcff71_e265_41c8_a139_6573d97]3. It changes the requirement that a hospital offer a patient with a documented family income that does not exceed 400% of the federal poverty level a payment plan that requires monthly out-of-pocket payments that do not exceed 3% of the patient's monthly family income that is not exempt from attachment or garnishment under state law to a requirement that the offered payment plan not exceed 4% of that income.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_50dee6b6_a212_4a77_b772_f217286]4. It provides that the date by which a hospital is required to provide an online option through which an applicant may file an application for charity care is July 1, 2028.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_d7bf88ae_2f8a_4fd2_b51b_cf3173d]5. It adds an appropriations and allocations section.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_f0c9637e_fc91_4f3e_a6ce_d88271c]6. It changes the effective date of the legislation from January 1, 2026 to July 1, 2026.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__d8b15568_0577_45d][bookmark: _PAR__16_782e463f_a2c9_4167_abab_7cea6fe]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__17_81a43330_dd0d_42d8_a3bc_90867c3](See attached)
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