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[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__ffb626d1_0825_4f2b_b309_86][bookmark: _PAGE__1_48fd8cc2_865e_4b6b_8563_f0e2855][bookmark: _PAR__2_d157e22c_9aee_4d3c_a7c0_c9dfdc55]L.D. 1867
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_e5504345_13b0_4e3d_a9fe_50bfe8c9]JUDICIARY 
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_8519358a_9f88_4b19_860b_d01eef51]STATE OF MAINE
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_95db8d42_0a39_4cf4_a171_9527cae]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 737, L.D. 1867, “An Act to Prohibit Financial Institutions from Using Merchant Category Codes to Identify or Track Firearm Purchases or Disclose Firearm Purchase Records”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__09a48f32_943e_4353_9dc8_62][bookmark: _PAR__11_bbe85a94_3fed_4e16_bdae_4644304]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_3598f5c6_1756_494f_bda3_0c02439]'Sec. 1.  10 MRSA c. 239 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_bba131ef_2d65_4011_84bd_0dcf122]CHAPTER 239
[bookmark: _PAR__14_87740cc9_59c0_4d9c_9da8_1fc9a77]IDENTIFYING AND TRACKING FIREARM PURCHASES
[bookmark: _PAR__15_c19f81f7_e2ec_437e_97d4_412737e]§1500-X. Identifying and tracking firearm purchases
[bookmark: _PAR__16_d8e9c9c5_64c1_421e_acf8_70c138d]1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_ad970ae8_a1a0_4ee0_a37c_498132a]A. "Electronic payment transaction" means a transaction in which a person uses a payment card or payment method, or device issued or approved through a payment card network to debit a deposit account or use a line of credit, whether authorization is based on a signature, personal identification number or other means.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_729dd9e9_c92b_43bc_a04b_5534ccb]B. "Firearms code" means the merchant category code established by the International Organization for Standardization for firearms retailers.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_8dcbd50e_db47_424b_a680_1f10f5b]C. "Firearms retailer" means any person or entity physically located in this State engaged in the lawful sale of firearms, ammunition or firearms accessories.
[bookmark: _PAR__20_e17bbf04_5f4e_48e9_b368_50a25f5]D. "Payment card" means a credit card, debit card, check card or other card that is issued to an authorized user to purchase or obtain goods, services, money or any other thing of value.
[bookmark: _PAR__21_1b34ff43_3feb_4557_b686_05a029b]E. "Payment card acquirer" means a financial institution that establishes a relationship with a merchant for the purpose of accepting payment card transactions.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_49ea12b3_b496_471a_b1db_05f3fcb][bookmark: _PAR__2_122963bc_4378_4d4f_bf36_c5fd41d6]F. "Payment card issuer" means a lender, including a financial institution or a merchant, that receives an application for and issues payment cards to an individual.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_66bca400_16d9_4f17_abdf_ce8093a6]G. "Payment card network" means an entity that directly or through a licensed member, processor or agent provides the proprietary services, infrastructure and software that route information and data to conduct debit card or credit card transaction authorization, clearance and settlement and that an entity uses in order to accept as a form of payment a brand of debit card, credit card or other device that may be used to carry out debit or credit transactions.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b03526c5_5c23_424b_adb8_9c79aa03]2. Firearms code usage prohibited. A payment card acquirer may not assign a firearms code to a merchant, and a payment card network may not require or permit a merchant to use a firearms code. For the purposes of the sale of firearms, ammunition and firearms accessories, a firearms retailer may not provide a firearms code to a payment card acquirer, payment card issuer or payment card network and may only use or be assigned a merchant category code for general merchandise retailers or sporting goods retailers for the purchase.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_d010080f_a5d6_4a16_ad66_e4177a55]3. Authority of Attorney General to investigate violations.  If the Attorney General has reasonable cause to believe that a person or entity has intentionally engaged in, is engaging in or is about to engage in a violation of this chapter, the Attorney General may examine witnesses and documents for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this chapter. If the Attorney General believes a person under investigation for a violation of the provisions of this chapter may have information or be in possession, custody or control of any document or other tangible object relevant to the investigation, before the commencing of any court proceedings, the Attorney General may serve upon the person a written demand in the form of a subpoena or subpoena duces tecum to appear and be examined under oath and to produce the documents or objects for inspection and copying.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_5d8e9991_2a58_4d96_8736_bd9dfe7b]4. Notice and opportunity to correct. Upon a finding by the Attorney General that a person or entity has violated this chapter, the Attorney General shall give written notice to that person or entity, identifying the specific provisions of this chapter that are or were violated. The Attorney General may not bring an action against the person or entity if the person or entity:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_e7c67c97_21f7_4912_8bf8_89067b69]A. Corrects the identified violation within 30 days of receiving written notice of the violation; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_4f5ce190_715a_47cc_8800_dbece49d]B. Provides the Attorney General with:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_d912e99a_c4dd_4601_bca0_79df8434](1) A written statement affirming that the person or entity has corrected the violation by making changes to the person's or entity's electronic payment transaction policies to prevent the recurrence of a violation of this chapter; and
[bookmark: _PAR__10_7ed77fc1_66b2_4ac6_b5d3_d02fb85](2) Supporting documentation to show how the violation was corrected.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_954b28a8_663d_4fec_9bd9_7eabf72]5. Enforcement; civil penalty; injunction. The Attorney General has exclusive authority to enforce this chapter. The Attorney General may seek an injunction in Superior Court against any person or entity that is alleged to be in violation of this chapter and that fails to correct the violation in accordance with this chapter or is found to have intentionally breached a written statement provided to the Attorney General under this chapter. In addition to an injunction, the court may award other relief as the court considers appropriate, including the imposition of civil penalties, reasonable attorney's fees and costs.
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_99d5c557_5bf7_4875_bd9a_c547bc0][bookmark: _PAR__2_4cf69a71_a6b6_475d_b8c4_789e6bbc]Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_6d5108ff_b4f2_492e_b718_c3552957]ATTORNEY GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF THE
[bookmark: _PAR__4_be379b56_a38c_489a_a8e5_824d60d0]Administration - Attorney General 0310
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c893beff_3e40_42ad_b16a_23ed81ef]Initiative: Provides funding for one part-time Assistant Attorney General position, one part-time Attorney General Detective position and related costs to enforce the provisions of this legislation.
	[bookmark: _PAR__6_9d05548a_fb61_4d98_b16e_7d5b68e9][bookmark: _LINE__8_19015676_a127_49de_86bf_67ded74]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_1527232a_2cef_4411_8c08_002fe46]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_6021838a_03e4_4186_b077_7d3c564]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__9_81b0fdc8_07e1_4055_baed_29a2734]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_2e0c233d_f76c_48c4_96bf_85b7f3f]0.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_121c8621_8723_4d0a_aaac_13277f8]1.500

	[bookmark: _LINE__10_6832c60b_b4cd_4d72_8be2_ae3140]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_9a0c0b41_2fb9_456b_8052_3c7d2f]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_a09440c6_0929_43bc_84ec_a86173]$177,510

	[bookmark: _LINE__11_825bebc1_4847_4637_b8a6_be0c47]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_02d9a058_7db8_4c6e_9ab0_a54062]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_53a554ab_f219_47e9_8388_cdec67]$7,500

	[bookmark: _LINE__12_99871a9b_ddd5_458b_ab9b_30abc6] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_cc2c78c6_af6b_4c30_8a82_fda7d9]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_6c8c1ef4_5c0f_433e_9758_c85df4]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__13_201a4d40_9505_430b_9885_e1ad7a]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_2f50cdf5_3995_47f4_ba66_f93251]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_83c81de2_8804_4918_809a_eaa999]$185,010


[bookmark: _PAR__7_45cfc16e_5acf_42d8_8211_0654a589]Sec. 3.  Effective date. This Act takes effect January 1, 2026.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__3272011c_b66d_40ff_a276_72][bookmark: _PAR__8_5fa426e5_8235_4d23_898b_5796fe10]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__2ceaacaf_6dde_4cb6_ae19_62a58d][bookmark: _PAR__9_8603d8f7_ecbc_4368_9bbc_33f4fab5]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__10_77c19fe0_2c53_41f2_ab67_9423934]This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment prohibits a financial institution that establishes a relationship with a merchant for the purpose of accepting payment card transactions from assigning a firearms code to a merchant and prohibits a payment card network from requiring or permitting a merchant to use a firearms code. The amendment authorizes the Attorney General to investigate violations of this legislation and requires the Attorney General to give an opportunity to correct a violation for a person or entity who has been found by the Attorney General to be in violation of this legislation. The amendment authorizes the Attorney General to file a civil action to enforce this legislation and authorizes the court to issue an injunction or other relief. Finally, the amendment establishes an effective date of January 1, 2026.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__5f870645_d92f_41c][bookmark: _PAR__11_eba95468_8f14_4e3b_bf70_4c4a482]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__12_a298ce59_9b63_45d6_a88e_3328e44](See attached)
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