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An Act to Support Outdoor Education by Establishing the Outdoor School for All Maine Students Program
L.D. 1817
An Act to Support Outdoor Education by Establishing the Outdoor School for All Maine Students Program
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__eb033d48_aef1_4a44_8c38_01][bookmark: _PAGE__1_b8e7ecb3_e117_4197_b5ee_95f9e1d][bookmark: _PAR__2_d13de419_e6ec_4a6e_ad39_cf78fe4b]L.D. 1817
[bookmark: _PAR__3_7ac928c7_7bca_4813_9b26_54e35e9e]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_2d244c78_d619_46d7_bfd5_1d89dfcb]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_09945242_bd56_4608_8eba_21b17af5]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_001a0841_0450_4a2d_8832_a3ea2069]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_322a7f40_598c_46d4_9e27_212f044a]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_29e363f0_825c_4105_bb7e_5f466c45]131ST LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_3185a312_1668_457e_b866_2e1d044a]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_8fa02288_83b6_41bd_9ced_588f9f7]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 732, L.D. 1817, “An Act to Support Outdoor Education by Establishing the Outdoor School for All Maine Students Program”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__05651671_7c15_4ea0_858f_f3][bookmark: _PAR__11_0d077205_6c82_4dcb_bd0f_9d13c3a]Amend the bill by inserting after the title and before the enacting clause the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_744d06ea_189f_4e1b_953b_8201ca6]'Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__13_83c69eaa_848e_4156_8525_b5472d9]Whereas, the residents of this State are surrounded by vast natural landscapes and young people in this State deserve to learn about and value this State's natural resources; and
[bookmark: _PAR__14_123b880e_27cb_49c0_a121_d46652a]Whereas, this legislation establishes an immersive outdoor education program that provides interdisciplinary and experiential education in an outdoor setting, and this legislation creates equitable opportunities for students across this State to have outdoor experiences; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_d19c1cb0_3625_4ba4_b85b_bd6a8eb]Whereas, many children in this State lack opportunities to enjoy and learn about the outdoors because of home circumstances, lack of access or transportation or a deficiency of suitable school or community-based programs; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_d48872c3_acb7_425b_9f79_e1385a0]Whereas, this State prioritizes strong academic programs for children, including learning focused on science, technology, engineering and mathematics, and recognizes that students learn differently and benefit from engaging, hands-on experiential outdoor learning opportunities; and
[bookmark: _PAR__17_ebc091d6_379d_415d_9d49_01cc621]Whereas, the Outdoor School for All Maine Students Program prepares young people in this State for future success, builds self-awareness and confidence and is an opportunity to instill the importance of the State's natural resources industries by encouraging future generations of farmers, foresters, persons who fish commercially and others working outdoors or as stewards of the State's natural resources; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_aeac065c_9f48_435c_a474_1c41082]Whereas, the Outdoor School for All Maine Students Program will begin in school year 2023-2024; and
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_8c288589_b9b2_494c_9649_67833a0][bookmark: _PAR__2_f7643a8d_5ff6_43c7_bd6c_dd26a8cd]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__42b50ede_c671_4450_980d_71][bookmark: _PAR__3_12f247f1_e12f_4bd8_9a75_205b7ad5]Amend the bill in section 1 in c. 433 in §5301 in subsection 3 in the last 2 lines (page 1, lines 15 and 16 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "qualifies as a tax-exempt organization under 26 United States Code, Section 501(c)(3) that"
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__cd8bfb45_58b6_437d_ad3a_56][bookmark: _PAR__4_8cb370a0_df54_4ed3_98a9_b894f5e0]Amend the bill in section 1 in c. 433 in §5302 in subsection 1 in the first line (page 1, line 18 in L.D.) by inserting after the following: "Extension" the following: 'Service'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__bc9a413b_b45d_4251_95e7_9a][bookmark: _PAR__5_eaf11d6c_ab44_434c_a2e0_71c1ad7b]Amend the bill in section 1 in c. 433 in §5302 in subsection 2 in the first line (page 1, line 22 in L.D.) by inserting after the following: "Extension" the following: 'Service'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__27a94b43_8bb4_4e7b_9a1b_be][bookmark: _PAR__6_b9e641af_6571_4637_a47d_e8bd7f09]Amend the bill in section 1 in c. 433 in §5302 in subsection 2 by striking out all of paragraph B (page 1, lines 27 to 30 in L.D.) and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_9bf32c77_f4e5_471e_bf43_9700330f]'B.  Used to serve publicly funded students enrolled in grade 4 to grade 8 in schools operated by tribal school committees or students enrolled in grade 4 to grade 8 in publicly funded schools in the State, as determined by the sending school administrative unit and the outdoor education program provider based on community needs and the curriculum.  A student receiving home-school instruction is eligible to participate in the program under this section as provided by Title 20-A, section 5021.  For purposes of this paragraph, "publicly funded school" means a school required to participate in the system of learning results established in Title 20-A, section 6209;'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ebb51c6b_2360_49c5_930b_55][bookmark: _PAR__8_37e46479_b5f0_4132_af53_aea08e4c]Amend the bill in section 1 in c. 433 in §5303 in subsection 2 by striking out all of paragraph A (page 2, lines 30 and 31 in L.D.) and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_dd59ab87_0742_41d8_adf5_699cd80f]'A.  Comply with the requirements of section 12863 regarding educational trip leaders;'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__7e964a05_b964_44d6_8649_79][bookmark: _PAR__10_83c1c1c6_3395_4a01_b888_abbb4b7]Amend the bill in section 1 in c. 433 in §5303 in subsection 2 by striking out all of paragraph B (page 2, lines 32 to 34 in L.D.) and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_094abf15_94ed_496d_ae7e_06401ed]'B.  Provide programs for a 2-night, 3-day experience or day programs when overnight programs are impractical due to health or cultural considerations;'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1af688a3_088d_46dc_88fc_71][bookmark: _PAR__12_9b0c3587_19cd_4756_828f_c0c618a]Amend the bill in section 1 in c. 433 in §5304 by striking out all of subsection 1 (page 3, lines 5 to 10 in L.D.) and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_a0086650_9b72_4af3_886e_eb1f26a]'1.  Fund established.  The Outdoor School for All Maine Students Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," is established within the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service.  The University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service shall administer grant funds and the program in accordance with subsection 2.  The fund is nonlapsing and may be invested in the same manner as permitted for the investment of other state funds.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__3cf985b5_bdd0_4793_a3c2_ad][bookmark: _PAR__14_5061dd86_0e0b_4903_ab00_3e18c30]Amend the bill in section 1 in c. 433 in §5304 by striking out all of subsection 2 (page 3, lines 11 to 14 in L.D.) and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_5f0484a0_d89e_4386_b78b_693196d]'2.  Use of fund.  Beginning in school year 2023-2024, the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service shall determine the funding needed for the program. The funding must be sufficient for students in all geographic regions of the State to participate in the program for a 2-night, 3-day experience.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__707cd7c7_6027_42a3_ab67_c0][bookmark: _PAGE__3_13d3de89_39a1_4b9a_9807_c5b1cef][bookmark: _PAR__2_c370d2f7_e49c_4901_aa50_55dae563]Amend the bill in section 1 in c. 433 in §5304 by striking out all of the first indented paragraph (page 3, lines 20 to 22 in L.D.) and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c77ecbe2_68ff_465d_9d04_efdfc53a]'The University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service may use funds for staff and for administrative costs associated with administering the program and the fund and is not required to undertake work or provide services for which it does not have sufficient funding.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e178647d_487d_4c32_90c3_db][bookmark: _PAR__4_57e8557c_7935_4d23_89f6_3e8d88ea]Amend the bill in section 1 in c. 433 by striking out all of §5305 (page 3, lines 23 to 35 in L.D.) and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_4c1b8ad2_9ba0_41ca_8cfc_bbb9d070]'§5305.  Report; evaluation
[bookmark: _PAR__6_0d1f3708_4ae3_4c77_954a_3bc57db5]The University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service, in consultation with the advisory committee under section 5306, shall develop an evaluation program and longitudinal study on current and future demographics of students participating in the program for the purpose of ensuring equitable access and to understand the effects of outdoor education on emotional, educational and career trajectories of students who have participated in the program.  Beginning March 1, 2024 and annually thereafter, the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service shall submit a report evaluating the program to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters, inland fisheries and wildlife matters and agriculture, conservation and forestry matters. The report must include an emphasis on information regarding the accessibility of the program from a geographic, economic, ethnic and disability prospective and the program's effect on state workforce goals.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5cfdd2ad_7d56_4a44_903d_36][bookmark: _PAR__7_fa6ef334_7f10_4a1b_bc3e_6b7271de]Amend the bill in section 1 in c. 433 by striking out all of §5306 (page 3, lines 36 to 42 and page 4, lines 1 to 3 in L.D.) and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_7117c508_ed6c_4e5c_af5a_2f51773f]'§5306.  Advisory committee
[bookmark: _PAR__9_a4125798_e89a_4d58_9309_95cd49fe]The University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service shall convene an advisory committee for the purpose of advising and making recommendations to the program and seeking new opportunities to ensure that the State is a nationwide leader in outdoor education, including high school education career training programs. In inviting participation in the advisory committee, the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service shall take into consideration geographic and demographic diversity in membership and ensure that membership of the committee includes a youth advocate and representatives of all applicable state agencies, the outdoor education program provider community, the natural resources community and upper elementary and middle school education.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__54b5c0d0_8f30_433a_b427_27][bookmark: _PAR__10_ed66b80c_f3d9_4e63_a581_8cf56f5]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 2 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_6aa8a3b0_d753_4192_88cd_a8ecf61]'Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_3866cfdd_c107_4f7a_87e2_abdd832]UNIVERSITY OF MAINE SYSTEM, BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
[bookmark: _PAR__13_cb93773e_a494_4ae7_8b4f_c0da6b0]Outdoor School for All Maine Students Fund  N427
[bookmark: _PAR__14_11448902_6720_4143_8ede_f5bf867]Initiative: Provides ongoing funding for the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service's administration of the Outdoor School for All Maine Students program to provide grants to overnight outdoor education program providers partnering with schools and school administrative units for students to attend overnight outdoor education programs.
	[bookmark: _PAGE__4_075eadca_9b6d_4ab9_974f_a2e98d2][bookmark: _PAR__2_0fc9476e_5920_4f26_9ca5_8580d9e6][bookmark: _LINE__1_8480b038_9f4d_4203_8193_d8fefa9]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_c312c7e5_fc4e_4e9f_9575_463b38e]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_2f039385_99ae_4964_a012_3155ff9]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__2_211174a6_047b_4ba9_a857_e0a0650]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_d288597e_b58a_48eb_b985_82ee998]$6,200,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_f888e92c_f46f_4352_b0b7_22f0287]$6,200,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__3_6dbbf2b4_e4c6_4b6e_8b0d_4daa61c] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_51a4dc18_fde1_46d0_ad8e_a8f94f5]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_c1eb9b1c_e14b_4d38_aa2e_438830f]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__4_7d810b80_ad5a_498c_9f29_9f28108]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_5343d94d_e067_4f23_8d42_11c634a]$6,200,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_83aa80f6_b880_4f12_b65a_93c40f6]$6,200,000


[bookmark: _PAR__3_4b6394ef_c4d4_4747_909d_d25499da]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__96f87445_ac7f_4f91_aea6_b7][bookmark: _PAR__4_c38fb1f7_645b_409a_b0e2_eb72d41a]Amend the bill by adding before the summary the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_36579be7_9907_4295_81a7_882ce313]'Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ad5bbba2_3878_481b_9790_4e][bookmark: _PAR__6_b8308b09_1c3b_4fb4_9c4e_51683923]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__71087205_9d6f_48b7_ae9a_d4990f][bookmark: _PAR__7_741ba6c2_3d1b_44a8_8400_1b31e74f]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__8_df65b4ef_cf42_4a6a_a323_6943ec53]This amendment changes the definition of "outdoor education program provider" by removing the requirement that the provider qualify as a tax-exempt organization under 26 United States Code, Section 501(c)(3).
[bookmark: _PAR__9_07466ac4_7f46_4610_85d7_a21e50ca]The amendment clarifies that grants must be used for students enrolled in publicly funded schools, which means public elementary schools, public charter schools and in all private schools approved for tuition whose school enrollments include at least 60% publicly funded students, as determined by the previous school year's October and April average enrollment.  The amendment also clarifies that a student receiving home-school instruction is eligible to participate in the Outdoor School for All Maine Students Program.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_5fd8eea1_3eb0_4390_9674_743878e]The amendment clarifies that an outdoor education program provider is required to provide programs for a 2-night, 3-day experience in addition to day programs as provided in the bill.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_99b47f65_64ca_4333_b173_0624ca7]The amendment changes the annual report deadline in the bill from December 1, 2023 to March 1, 2024.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_be9eab05_66ee_4994_b150_17d13b1]The amendment provides that the Outdoor School for All Maine Students Fund is established within the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service rather than within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.  The amendment also requires the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service, rather than the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, to convene the advisory committee.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_2204fcd0_3409_4768_9190_9c1574f]The amendment adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__6b693959_3b25_4a6][bookmark: _PAR__14_f6d10458_2ba5_4329_847a_ec5524a]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__15_5392d8ad_6196_4897_be90_7222610](See attached)
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