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[bookmark: _PAR__10_13444bb1_5fe7_4d9b_9814_712b21d]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 702, L.D. 1803, “An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Optometric Practice”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__46f5a03f_4456_4531_975b_9c][bookmark: _PAR__11_09230e31_06fc_4aaf_a02f_03c706f]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_8b84d812_dece_48cb_b766_0f835a7]'PART A
[bookmark: _PAR__13_47ee87f0_60ac_4c2d_b131_b71d46e]Sec. A-1.  32 MRSA §19101, sub-§24, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 580, §8, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_a9de6458_85ed_4e62_a442_47f1315]24.  Practice of optometry.  "Practice of optometry" has the same meaning as described in section 19102.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_c87bc1af_7a0f_4f4b_9566_422e023]Sec. A-2.  32 MRSA §19102 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_c7a20fe8_5f2c_49d3_a29e_2aca657]§19102.  Practice of optometry
[bookmark: _PAR__17_a5523bb0_641e_4dea_9795_7353581]The following provisions describe the practice of optometry for the purposes of this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_9e3d8b7d_0841_4d36_b2c4_289b684]1.  Definitions.  For the purposes of this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_7c24cd59_5d50_43a5_bd9c_430fe68]A.  "Diagnostic and therapeutic pharmaceutical agent" means any prescription or nonprescription drug delivered by any route of administration, which may be used or prescribed for the diagnosis, treatment, prevention or mitigation of abnormal conditions and diseases of the visual system or the human eye and its adnexa, including approved narcotics when used in the treatment of disorders or diseases of the eye and its adnexa. 
[bookmark: _PAR__20_7cf2fef1_ace1_4f08_9a50_a4c8eef][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__289c5ec5_f441_498f_8f3e_a17][bookmark: _PAGE__2_c2e90e4d_10bf_406e_a7b9_bd80286][bookmark: _PAR__2_0817c906_1b50_4a95_8e4a_c2d28ce8]B.  "Ophthalmic surgery" means a procedure upon the human eye and its adnexa in which in vivo tissue is injected, cut, burned, frozen, sutured, vaporized, coagulated or photo disrupted by the use of surgical instrumentation, including, but not limited to, a scalpel, cryoprobe, laser or electric cautery, or by the use of ionizing radiation. "Ophthalmic surgery" does not include any surgical procedures that do not involve the eye or its adnexa. 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_6a71588b_c257_4efb_99a2_c3cc0ceb]2.  Practice of optometry.  The practice of optometry is the evaluation, diagnosis, prevention or treatment of diseases, disorders or conditions of the human vision system, eyes and adjacent and associated structures, including, in addition to all forms of care and treatment approved on the effective date of this subsection: 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b1d2cb29_91c2_422d_bfdb_d8843893]A.  Measuring the powers and range of vision of the human eye using subjective and objective means, including the use of lenses, prisms and automated testing devices, to determine its accommodative and refractive state and general scope of function of human vision;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_1ac2bd77_2d6e_42b7_a482_061a518d]B.  The adaptation, sale and dispensing of frames and lenses in all their forms to overcome errors of refraction and restore as near as possible normal human vision;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_c08e7e45_c930_4116_b1ee_0ce5db05]C. The adaptation, sale and dispensing of plano or zero power contact lenses; 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_92e84fab_e052_4f68_8193_b8b68863]D.  Ordering appropriate diagnostic laboratory or imaging tests for the purpose of prescribing contact lenses for prosthetic or therapeutic purposes, including orthokeratology;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_61ee4903_88e2_45e9_9ee4_1a56b8a6]E. Ordering appropriate diagnostic laboratory or imaging tests to facilitate the provision of contact lenses for cosmetic purposes;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_97c1021e_2b2a_4edf_bcf6_66796a86]F.  The use or prescription of lenses, prisms, vision therapy and vision rehabilitation; 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_5b8e2729_c327_4b13_acb3_62bb966]G.  The prescription of diagnostic and therapeutic pharmaceutical agents for ocular disease, by any delivery system necessary, including controlled substances included in schedules III, IV and V as described in 21 United States Code, Section 812; 
[bookmark: _PAR__11_ff852bce_0bbe_4ef3_9990_0660241]H.  The use and prescription of medical devices; 
[bookmark: _PAR__12_5f1d90e0_dcf3_49b6_ae2d_9c22aa2]I. The removal of benign skin lesions of the eyelid;
[bookmark: _PAR__13_d866aaea_719c_4c4e_9ae8_027d373]J. The use of Kenalog injection for chalazions;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_2b3e5a3a_f6d7_4207_bbf3_6c70f92]K. The removal of chalazions or benign skin tags of the eyelid, including the ordering of any biopsy, blood test or other appropriate diagnostic laboratory or imaging tests;
[bookmark: _PAR__15_7c2910e9_623c_412c_b08b_315c1d1]L. The prescription of oral and topical antihistamines or anti-allergy medication, including the prescription of medicated contact lenses; 
[bookmark: _PAR__16_998661c4_2965_4d70_81c2_94fa6a1]M. The prescription of oral and topical anti-inflammatory medication, including steroids such as prednisone;
[bookmark: _PAR__17_66a558c6_22e2_4857_8b34_1103aac]N. The prescription of oral and topical anti-glaucoma medication, including oral acetazolamide;
[bookmark: _PAR__18_e604ade7_c590_4433_9303_1dd09ab]O. The use of therapeutic ultrasound, radio frequency and intense pulsed light treatments;
[bookmark: _PAR__19_4563cc23_d560_43c3_b94c_7e63365]P. Ophthalmic surgery as expressly provided in this paragraph, except for the performance of the procedures described in subsection 3. An optometrist may utilize local anesthesia by injection in performing the following procedures: 
[bookmark: _PAR__20_a0599730_de8d_435f_b05d_5e2a6e3](1) The intralesional injection of a steroid to treat a chalazion; 
[bookmark: _PAR__21_eb927523_08b3_4986_9e91_821505e](2) The primary removal of a pedunculated skin tag; 
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_7a667eaf_7942_4f67_8c57_ec6fd73][bookmark: _PAR__2_20002ce5_8c99_4cff_9071_10d25ba5](3) The intradermal injection of a paralytic agent; 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_ff22c8e3_340e_4150_98a7_aac04f03](4) The incision and curettage of a nonrecurrent chalazion; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_9b8b704c_f587_4755_9aa1_9f6779b5](5) The removal of foreign bodies from the eye not involving lid margin or lacrimal drainage structures and extending no deeper than the orbicularis oculi muscle; 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_64b5b802_196d_4f88_952a_4267cfa0]Q. Selective laser trabeculoplasty to treat ocular hypertension or glaucoma; 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_ebf5f881_b2a7_4078_9890_cc692468]R. Posterior capsulotomy using an yttrium aluminum garnet laser to treat a posterior capsule opacification; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_98c0f13c_8546_44dd_a268_14e0c2e6]S. Laser peripheral iridotomy to prevent or treat angle closure glaucoma. 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_a8821ae1_d844_45f7_ada8_3bcbc203]3.  Ophthalmic surgery procedures excluded from practice of optometry.  The following ophthalmic surgery procedures are excluded from the practice of optometry, except for the preoperative and postoperative care for those procedures:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_9269e15f_855a_446b_9ea9_d1dc9250]A.  Retina laser procedures;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_85d10572_a15a_4f82_a74b_f2c0f2c]B.  Penetrating keratoplasty or corneal transplant of any kind;
[bookmark: _PAR__11_3c21d8bb_ed56_4a27_8680_f416d46]C.  Surgery performed with general anesthesia, regional anesthesia or monitored anesthesia care or the administration of such anesthesia;
[bookmark: _PAR__12_6147a742_4b33_454f_aacc_d9045a0]D.  Injection into the vitreous chamber of the eye to treat any retinal or macular disease;
[bookmark: _PAR__13_7554806c_dd1c_44bb_a5ef_58193b6]E.  Laser-assisted in situ keratomileusis;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_b03b5fde_4c69_46ce_872a_b045b22]F.  Corneal implants;
[bookmark: _PAR__15_d4531a4e_7020_4d40_aa5e_1aed4b5]G.  Surgery related to removal of the eye from a living human being;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_f69dbd8a_9cc6_4c75_84ba_19a630a]H.  Surgery requiring full thickness incision or excision of the cornea or sclera;
[bookmark: _PAR__17_c570f227_a409_4a5d_8218_4ed4b07]I.  Surgery requiring incision of the iris and ciliary body, including diathermy or cryotherapy;
[bookmark: _PAR__18_c7d1c925_9814_4a9a_bc68_9ba0106]J.  Vitrectomy;
[bookmark: _PAR__19_705d640e_7c08_43eb_8438_e537847]K.  Retinal surgery;
[bookmark: _PAR__20_6f5c361e_40b3_4888_8c98_e943f36]L.  Surgical extraction of an intraocular or crystalline lens;
[bookmark: _PAR__21_23c0e197_b025_437f_91a0_00fa9c7]M.  Surgical implantation of an intraocular lens;
[bookmark: _PAR__22_f3ee4e2a_ce71_405a_9c7e_e7452cc]N.  Incisional or excisional surgery of the extraocular muscles;
[bookmark: _PAR__23_ac8bfa71_60c8_48b3_8b00_d48156c]O.  Surgery of the eyelid for confirmed malignancies or for incisional cosmetic or incisional mechanical repair;
[bookmark: _PAR__24_2f9e6a67_6e02_40a9_b7d8_573a456]P.  Surgery of the orbit;
[bookmark: _PAR__25_2ef6a315_4155_4e18_9b4c_646ecef]Q.  Incisional or excisional surgery of the lacrimal system; and
[bookmark: _PAR__26_4a9ad3df_5d1a_4512_8d21_7d5b7a7]R.  Surgery requiring full thickness conjunctivoplasty, including pterygium or pinguecula excision.
[bookmark: _PAR__27_a6e227d6_48fb_46ce_9f90_0dcbb6e]4.  Credentialing requirements for ophthalmic surgery and laser procedures.  A person may not perform ophthalmic surgery or laser procedures unless the person has satisfied the credentialing requirements established by the board. At a minimum, the credentialing requirements must: 
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_4e593630_55ad_41fd_8efa_8fc4714][bookmark: _PAR__2_13bc647e_5888_4180_a769_fbcad252]A. Require an optometrist to be a graduate of an accredited optometry school and hold an active state license in good standing; 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_22fff54d_f43b_4feb_a572_53fea8c6]B. Require an optometrist to: 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ad2b0956_00ea_406d_8b53_609ca742](1) Have received a passing score on the laser examination and on the surgical procedures examination offered by the National Board of Examiners in Optometry; or 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_5315ae14_a7ea_497d_be05_6d2b11bd](2) If the optometrist graduated from an accredited optometry school prior to July 1, 2024, have satisfactorily completed a course approved by the board that is at least 32 hours in length, that includes content related to each procedure set forth in subsection 2, paragraphs P, Q, R and S and that is proctored by an ophthalmologist or an optometrist authorized to perform all of the procedures set forth in subsection 2, paragraphs P, Q, R and S by the licensing board in a state in which a qualified optometrist may perform these procedures; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2fd72adb_342d_4f0e_bfde_a321e252]C. Demonstrate competency in the performance of laser procedures by participating in 8 additional hours of working under a preceptor who is either a licensed ophthalmologist or licensed and credentialed optometrist. The preceptor must be licensed to perform the laser procedures, and the training must take place in the state in which the preceptor is licensed. The supervising ophthalmologist or optometrist shall notify the board when competency has been demonstrated in the form and manner prescribed by the board. 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_98d6c38e_5687_4c03_991b_06b29bac]5. Mechanical work associated with eyeglasses with ophthalmic lenses. This section does not prevent a person from doing the mechanical work associated with adapting, fitting, bending, adjusting, providing, replacing or duplicating eyeglasses with ophthalmic lenses. 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_4c4f03ef_c40c_4298_9661_b00449ec]6. Construction. This section may not be construed to limit the ability of an optometrist to use diagnostic or therapeutic instruments using laser, light, radio frequency or ultrasound technology in the performance of eye care or limit an optometrist's ability to perform ophthalmic surgery procedures other than those surgical procedures excluded under subsection 3, as long as the optometrist has satisfied the appropriate credentialing requirements of the board.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_d12de82d_b050_47c9_bbc7_b644594b]7. Repeal. This section is repealed January 1, 2033.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_123b70f4_6553_4265_afaa_d269e9a]Sec. A-3.  32 MRSA §19103 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_e6dfb28d_766c_4046_9af3_f1cfd09]§19103.  Scope of practice; board authority
[bookmark: _PAR__12_00850af2_2628_4bf6_ad4e_7de3934]The board shall adopt rules to further define the scope of practice of optometry in accordance with section 19102, subsections 2 and 3.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_d1401022_3e83_4982_8751_98dc389]Sec. A-4.  32 MRSA §19202, sub-§8, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 580, §8, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_b1b2a0e8_f24c_4dd6_b985_47552b0][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__08a09a0f_e94e_4d22_9685_698][bookmark: _PAGE__5_69c6a1e3_fb8c_4fe4_ba79_941943d][bookmark: _PAR__2_c57c6d41_4c9f_4d76_8d17_f99f9db8]8.  Authority to order a mental or physical examination.  The authority to direct a licensee or license applicant, who by virtue of an application for and acceptance of a license to practice under this chapter is considered to have given consent, to submit to an examination of the board's choice.  With respect to a licensee, the board may order that licensee to submit to an examination whenever information is received by the board that would cause the board to reasonably determine that the licensee may be suffering from a mental illness or physical illness that may be interfering with competent practice under this chapter or from the use of intoxicants or drugs to an extent that the use is preventing the licensee from practicing optometry competently and safely.  A licensee or license applicant examined pursuant to an order of the board may not prevent the testimony of the examining individual or prevent the acceptance into evidence of the report of the examining individual in a proceeding under this chapter.  The board may petition the District Court for immediate suspension of license if the licensee fails to comply with an order of the board to submit to a mental or physical examination pursuant to this subsection; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_6060f7a1_44e8_40e5_bf2a_a8badd0b]Sec. A-5.  32 MRSA §19202, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 580, §8, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_01a97f92_0d44_4bdc_82d4_e2d0f070]9.  Report.  The duty to submit to the commissioner, on or before August 1st of each year, the board's annual report of its operations and financial position for the preceding fiscal year ending June 30th, together with comments and recommendations the board considers essential.; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_3660b176_4924_41ba_a33e_36a1f1e6]Sec. A-6.  32 MRSA §19202, sub-§10 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_cc096820_2a19_4af8_8914_4feaf9bf]10.  Advisory opinions; declaratory rulings.  The authority to issue advisory opinions and declaratory rulings related to this chapter and any rules adopted pursuant to this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_3eacfbc8_9080_4263_bdfa_c55218f5]Sec. A-7.  32 MRSA §19204, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 580, §8, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_5a8cb6d4_9083_48de_9ef4_5e0787e9]§19204.  Rulemaking Rule-making authority
[bookmark: _PAR__9_f92a9c75_3dd1_454e_b477_26f89cec]The board shall adopt rules that are necessary for the implementation of this chapter. The rules may include, but need not be limited to, requirements for licensure, license renewal and license reinstatement as well as practice setting standards, including scope of practice, that apply to individuals licensed under this chapter.  Rules relating to scope of practice are major substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. All other rules adopted pursuant to this chapter are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_e3cef783_b525_4891_a9e4_630f22f]Sec. A-8.  32 MRSA §19304, sub-§2, ¶A, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 580, §8, is amended by amending subparagraph (2) to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_e90acc3d_de7c_4d28_bea6_e17aeb5](2)  Nothing in this This paragraph may not be construed to permit the optometric use of pharmaceutical agents that are:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_c3d91014_49aa_4e92_bd22_13436eb](a)  Controlled substances identified in schedules I and II as described in 21 United States Code, Section 812; and
[bookmark: _PAR__13_3e29eb27_2c81_4743_b8fa_32875d9] (b)  Administered exclusively by subdermal injection, intramuscular injection, intravenous injection, subcutaneous injection or retrobulbar injection, except injections for the emergency treatment of anaphylactic shock; and
[bookmark: _PAR__14_52466a22_9c75_47f5_9ea5_3ae60f2](c)  For the specific treatment of a systemic disease unless the pharmaceutical agent is used specifically for an ocular disease.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_a6dba6ab_96b1_4ee3_bf26_522c619]Sec. A-9.  32 MRSA §19308, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 580, §8, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_82eb267a_5ee6_40b8_99e3_b1aa5f9]§19308.  Standard of care
[bookmark: _PAR__17_8ca52cbe_213c_4453_b28c_cf6d9ff][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__38201763_4530_4e31_b067_7f1][bookmark: _PAGE__6_3dffaf25_a89c_4461_8c27_3adaf9f][bookmark: _PAR__2_38417854_19b0_4ebb_9bd2_91f590e6]A licensee shall be held to the same standard of care in diagnosis, treatment and management of patient care as that degree of skill and proficiency commonly exercised by a physician with a specialty in eye care in this State. A licensee shall ensure that the services provided are consistent with the licensee's scope of practice, including the licensee's education, training, experience, ability, licensure and certification. A licensee shall carry malpractice insurance in an amount established by the board.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_44c29120_3360_419e_b080_90714341]Sec. A-10.  32 MRSA §19312, sub-§2, ¶D, as amended by PL 2025, c. 390, Pt. A, §53, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c9169d4f_8387_4c4a_b57f_b66445d5]D.  The dispensing party may dispense contact lenses only upon receipt of a written prescription, except that an optometrist may fill a prescription of another optometrist or a physician without a copy of the prescription.  Mail order contact lens suppliers must be licensed by and register with the Maine Board of Pharmacy pursuant to section 13751 and are subject to discipline by that board for violations of that board's rules and the laws governing the board.  An individual who fills a contact lens prescription shall maintain a copy of that prescription for a period of 5 10 years.  A dispensing party other than an optometrist with an optometrist-patient relationship shall forward a copy of the details of a prescription for contact lenses to the optometrist with the optometrist-patient relationship.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_0293f220_40e6_44e1_868a_0606286b]Sec. A-11.  32 MRSA §19602, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 580, §8, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_c974a945_1900_4a02_af17_d5889e54]§19602.  Telehealth services permitted
[bookmark: _PAR__7_145bdc08_0ea9_43ec_9b51_e2914128]A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this subchapter chapter and in accordance with standards of practice.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_a62970d8_eb6d_44e2_8e32_313425b6]Sec. A-12.  32 MRSA §19605, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 580, §8, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_3956a822_089d_4d6e_bf77_5aa34c3d]§19605.  Rulemaking
[bookmark: _PAR__10_ce441a6f_1414_452e_b42f_819b9ee]The board shall adopt rules governing the provision of telehealth services by a person licensed under this chapter in accordance with section 19204.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_46420bde_505e_404a_a6e4_d1ae618]Sec. A-13.  Report.  No later than January 15, 2032, the State Board of Optometry shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over optometry licensing matters recommending whether the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, section 19102 should be repealed as required by Title 32, section 19102, subsection 7 or if that section should be continued or modified. The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over optometry licensing matters may report out a bill based on the recommendation to the Second Regular Session of the 135th Legislature.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_f73bfa27_0901_49bd_9045_3789e7f]Sec. A-14.  Effective date. This Part takes effect January 1, 2028.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_2b0fd2da_8aa7_4fed_8a63_6d63ac8]PART B
[bookmark: _PAR__14_ceaaec8e_6614_46f2_9cb6_3f1cb85]Sec. B-1.  Commission to Review the State Board of Optometry.  Notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the Commission to Review the State Board of Optometry, referred to in this section as "the commission," is established as follows.
[bookmark: _PAGE__7_e4ba82ea_3c74_46e6_a32d_84f99f0][bookmark: _PAR__2_264d91d6_6540_4d1f_ab3e_c2daf610]1. Membership. The commission consists of 10 members appointed as follows: 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_1c06a7af_e96c_4013_8cc9_06903b53]A. Two members of the Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate, including a member from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature; 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_3605a3e1_9f88_4479_8d26_5352a9e5]B. Two members of the House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, including a member from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature; 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_49d1876e_ad41_4dee_8fb4_6b6ce970]C. One physician licensed to practice in the State with a specialty in ophthalmology, appointed by the President of the Senate;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_05f14d44_e9cd_4068_b784_c65512df]D. One optometrist licensed to practice in the State, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_3afe72a8_e7e4_4b17_89f9_654f9f2d]E. The Attorney General or the Attorney General’s designee;  
[bookmark: _PAR__8_c568948c_392d_4147_acbf_8f56abb1]F. The chair of the State Board of Optometry; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_a88fcf8e_f53a_41b3_8bb8_80b1b1de]G. Two members of the public, one each appointed by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives as long as the members do not have any pecuniary interests in or connection to optometry, medicine or ophthalmology. 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_60bfd3fd_a17b_4722_aff9_76050db]2.  Chairs. The first-named Senate member is the Senate chair and the first-named House of Representatives member is the House chair of the commission.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_454cb843_b509_441e_96eb_1a887ad]3.  Appointments; convening of commission. All appointments must be made no later than 30 days following the effective date of this section. The appointing authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council once all appointments have been completed. After appointment of all members, the chairs shall call and convene the first meeting of the commission. If 30 days or more after the effective date of this section a majority of but not all appointments have been made, the chairs may request authority and the Legislative Council may grant authority for the commission to meet and conduct its business.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_dbac5a7c_9580_4c22_962c_c4ff525]4. Duties. The commission shall evaluate the State Board of Optometry, referred to in this subsections as "the board," as follows: 
[bookmark: _PAR__13_93b12c37_8160_40ce_a2a7_a708148]A. The adequacy of staffing of the board pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, section 19202, subsection 5;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_f2eb6506_fea8_4e1e_9ee6_a285d0d]B. The adequacy of funding of the board pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, section 19202, subsection 4; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__15_85480d6a_6aa2_48d2_b58a_de0879c]C. The adequacy of legal assistance provided to the board by the Office of the Attorney General. 
[bookmark: _PAR__16_08147274_9621_4741_af11_58be260]5.  Staff assistance. The Legislative Council shall provide necessary staffing services to the commission, except that Legislative Council staff support is not authorized when the Legislature is in regular or special session.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_81902f60_ad42_4a38_bed7_57bf17a]6. Report. The commission shall report its findings to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over matters concerning the State Board of Optometry on or before March 1, 2027.  The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over matters concerning the State Board of Optometry may report out a bill to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
[bookmark: _PAGE__8_ea71ae42_1a8a_4437_a5ea_ffcc3dd][bookmark: _PAR__2_606602ab_d15f_45a8_823a_57b034f0]PART C
[bookmark: _PAR__3_b66f1adb_e1f7_43f1_be12_cbafec4c]Sec. C-1.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_f8d6c77f_d7cb_420c_af31_2bf79d91]PROFESSIONAL AND FINANCIAL REGULATION, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__5_136cfb95_0fa7_45d6_b843_2f547403]Optometry - Board of 0385
[bookmark: _PAR__6_1803b1ba_5709_48fa_8c3c_afc066a8]Initiative: Establishes 0.5 Public Service Manager I position and provides funding for related All Other costs.
	[bookmark: _PAR__7_50343aae_7c6c_432c_ae2f_8487e3c5][bookmark: _LINE__8_220bb774_fc56_466b_9949_72e7431]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_3a53ee26_72a3_4c1b_b617_fb27033]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_4b615c4b_dd15_43dd_ac8d_e3b8aad]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__9_7c05e4e2_10c0_40f2_9228_51e610e]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_7b1a507a_76b3_4926_8957_5968264]0.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_d5b440da_fb60_4027_94f1_f06f3c9]0.500

	[bookmark: _LINE__10_0a92db33_d81a_4af7_812d_d74d17]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_d30b313f_84d7_4d2a_870c_5eaa47]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_d5abcfc3_fbfc_48c8_8f36_45ae73]$63,347

	[bookmark: _LINE__11_82299250_2995_4f58_aad0_325ae6]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_3c8e8d70_4823_47b0_a9b2_2bf2d3]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_a2b3943c_d240_4a4e_8c5c_383952]$93,668

	[bookmark: _LINE__12_1be1cdf1_f9e2_4db1_b4ba_8cecf1] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_eee3d639_e42e_4ef3_b77b_6e0fdd]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_578d646e_cde2_4918_a602_d7b12d]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__13_04b6d37c_e849_4d00_b102_8b39a5]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_92b21e32_1e8d_4248_8c96_ac12b3]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_f7ed60c6_e24c_4d99_8b21_70b825]$157,015


[bookmark: _PAR__8_eaf3fbe2_b478_434e_b2cc_8e0bb441]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__eaab5707_c295_4fe1_9088_c9][bookmark: _PAR__9_8dd29dbb_f190_4e06_be16_eca91ded]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__2e0c676b_8387_457a_8322_6952c1][bookmark: _PAR__10_ae3be846_214e_4300_90e2_fd5d6ad]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_782ced62_4f2c_4a25_ac70_550a844]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, replaces the bill.  
[bookmark: _PAR__12_e87ee2d1_aa96_4f11_80c5_dad2cba]Part A of the amendment, which takes effect January 1, 2028, makes changes to the provisions of the law governing optometrists by providing a more detailed explanation of what constitutes the practice of optometry. The definition of "practice of optometry" in current law does not include surgical procedures.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_f88b4262_7546_4811_a35b_8e27802]Under the amendment, certain types of ophthalmic surgeries and laser procedures are included in the practice of optometry and certain ophthalmic surgical procedures are specifically excluded. An optometrist may only perform ophthalmic surgery or laser procedures if the optometrist meets minimum credentialing requirements established in law and any additional requirements established by the State Board of Optometry in rule. The amendment repeals these provisions of the amendment January 1, 2033 and requires the board to recommend to the Legislature whether to continue, modify or repeal these provisions no later than January 15, 2032.  The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over optometry licensing matters may report out a bill based on the recommendation to the Second Regular Session of the 135th Legislature. 
[bookmark: _PAR__14_472cf81f_03db_4e33_bf80_83a694d]Part A also broadens the authority of an optometrist to dispense and administer certain medications independently and removes language that prohibits an optometrist from administering drugs intravenously or by injection. The amendment directs the board to adopt rules to further define the scope of practice of optometry and establish credentialing requirements for ophthalmic surgery procedures. The rules are designated major substantive and are subject to legislative approval before final adoption.  Finally, Part A requires an optometrist to obtain malpractice insurance in an amount established by the board and also makes minor changes to the provisions relating to telehealth services and filling contact lenses and spectacle prescriptions. 
[bookmark: _PAGE__9_81c60538_1e96_4b41_83cc_35ddc9a][bookmark: _PAR__2_ebe58d1a_7a49_4f4b_9a27_5aec1540]Part B of the amendment establishes the Commission to Review the State Board of Optometry. It requires the commission to evaluate the adequacy of funding, staffing and legal assistance to the board provided by the Office of the Attorney General. The commission is required to report its findings to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over matters concerning the State Board of Optometry on or before March 1, 2027, and the committee may report out a bill based on these findings to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__c76fe3bc_9f28_424][bookmark: _PAR__3_23f630e0_9fce_4423_a484_550059ec]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__4_549d387d_bc79_49cc_b766_838ca57d](See attached)
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