132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services to Clarify the Types of Cases for Which the Commission Is Responsible for Providing Counsel
L.D. 1796
An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services to Clarify the Types of Cases for Which the Commission Is Responsible for Providing Counsel
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__82178e7b_b71a_4605_bf67_3e][bookmark: _PAGE__1_323e1fe2_2221_44c1_a5ca_acd052a][bookmark: _PAR__2_4f158b7b_6b41_4afb_ab7c_1b998437]L.D. 1796
[bookmark: _PAR__3_d8c6a79f_f454_4b87_9912_1dd96bc5]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_2cce1695_09a3_40ad_9942_336039a4]JUDICIARY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_b1d482b2_0e25_4af6_ac23_cd98d57d]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_a5b89ff6_c55d_4528_8d2a_02d1e316]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_404f5c3f_629f_4a73_9f18_30f2d6da]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_dc42a5f2_e066_4de4_8d84_10c499bb]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_de840a2f_6be3_42bd_8200_040299dd]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_761b7bc4_b7e8_4372_8595_62e36a1]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 698, L.D. 1796, “An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services to Clarify the Types of Cases for Which the Commission Is Responsible for Providing Counsel”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4a5155d4_2d9a_41d6_a737_96][bookmark: _PAR__11_9e629983_b624_43b0_8d02_06543b0]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_07787939_74cb_4a3f_9ccf_481729c]'Sec. 1.  4 MRSA §1802, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2021, c. 676, Pt. A, §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_f9dc9a3e_1430_4e5f_830f_1af95ec]4.  Indigent legal services.  "Indigent legal services" means legal representation provided to:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_7b81dbff_fe23_4a29_b275_03f77ec]A.  An Legal representation provided to an indigent defendant in a criminal case in which the United States Constitution or the Constitution of Maine or federal or state law requires that the State provide representation;
[bookmark: _PAR__15_515609e9_58c6_4efb_8520_54b4050]B.  An Legal representation provided to an indigent party in a civil case in which the United States Constitution or the Constitution of Maine or federal or state law, except any provision of Title 18-C, requires that the State provide representation;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_3dc349ef_099d_4529_8f19_7a3a755]C.  Juvenile Legal representation provided to juvenile defendants; and
[bookmark: _PAR__17_58e3bd5a_0b93_493f_ae11_f81679e]D.  An Legal representation provided to an indigent defendant or party or a juvenile for the purpose of filing, on behalf of that indigent defendant or party or juvenile, a petition for certiorari to the Supreme Court of the United States from an adverse decision of the Law Court on a case for which services were previously provided to that defendant or party or juvenile pursuant to paragraph A, B or C.; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_7792a15d_2fa2_41c9_acf2_a1fa854]E.  Services performed by an attorney at the direction of the commission that aid the commission in fulfilling the commission's purpose under section 1801.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_5548ff7a_a576_4908_935e_7367509]"Indigent legal services" does not include the services of a guardian ad litem appointed pursuant to any provision of Title 18-C or pursuant to Title 19-A, section 1658, subsection 2-A or Title 22, section 4005, subsection 1.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_61bcbefc_d835_4ada_aa74_d5e2edf][bookmark: _PAR__2_23bc86c6_a524_4788_a2ee_2602c21a]Sec. 2.  4 MRSA §1802-A, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 638, §4, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_1a76bac4_3e6a_4a96_9f81_13c2d04b]§1802-A.  Employed counsel and public defender; direct assignment prohibited
[bookmark: _PAR__4_9ab66415_3c51_45c6_b23a_fdfc7dc9]1.  Duties.  An attorney may be employed by the commission both as employed counsel and as a public defender.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_e611ec76_3e15_42a3_a130_4b989c6d]2.  Direct assignment by court prohibited.  A court may not directly assign or appoint a public defender or employed counsel to represent a party entitled to indigent legal services.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2ea3a51d_5270_4d96_93a6_8a7eff57]Sec. 3.  18-C MRSA §5-119, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. A, §14, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_daa0143a_8b85_4192_b699_e32b31d7]1.  Attorney for respondent.  Unless the court has made a finding that the respondent is indigent and has appointed an attorney for the respondent on that basis, an attorney for a respondent in a proceeding under this Act is entitled to reasonable compensation and reimbursement of reasonable expenses from the property of the respondent.  If the court has made a finding that the respondent is indigent and has appointed an attorney for the respondent on that basis, the court shall provide reasonable compensation to and reimburse the reasonable expenses of the attorney.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_af0d115b_68e1_4c92_a804_85e474f3]Sec. 4.  18-C MRSA §5-205, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_9c2f10f5_7116_4553_9e6d_88764157]4.  Appointment of counsel.  A nonconsenting parent whose parental rights have not been terminated is entitled to court-appointed legal counsel if indigent.  In a contested action, the court may also appoint counsel for any indigent guardian or petitioner when a parent or legal custodian has counsel.  The court shall provide reasonable compensation to and reimburse the reasonable expenses of an attorney appointed under this subsection.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_36d794ea_d517_4a08_a8ed_5998fe8]Sec. 5.  18-C MRSA §5-205, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_3e3b6667_e591_463c_a7ac_4fa682f]5.  Attorney for a minor; notice to minor.  If the court determines at any stage of the proceeding, before or after appointment, that the interests of the minor are or may be inadequately represented, the court may appoint an attorney to represent the minor, giving consideration to the choice of the minor if the minor has attained 14 years of age.  The court shall provide reasonable compensation to and reimburse the reasonable expenses of an attorney appointed for the minor under this subsection.  A minor may appear with or through counsel, but the court is not restricted from requiring the minor to be present for some or all of a hearing or other proceeding.  A minor 14 years of age or older must receive notice of any proceeding subsequent to the appointment of a guardian through the same means as required for any other party, and the minor may consent, object or otherwise participate in the proceeding.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_ab68cdff_e193_4606_90da_166e209]Sec. 6.  18-C MRSA §5-210, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. A, §19, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_4a0ab1b8_dea3_4495_a06e_5ed0a61][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__d535ccd1_132b_4dd2_8a13_f18][bookmark: _PAGE__3_fefab153_42f4_49b0_a0f0_55b1eb0][bookmark: _PAR__2_a6949b24_be39_4dae_892d_c0f9112e]1.  Modification of guardianship order.  A guardian of a minor, a parent of a minor, a person interested in the welfare of a minor or the minor, if 14 years of age or older, may file a motion asking the court to modify the terms of an order appointing a guardian or to take other action in the best interest of the minor as circumstances require.  The motion must be filed with the court and served on all parties entitled to notice.  In a contested action, the court may appoint counsel for the minor or for any indigent guardian or parent.  If the court appoints counsel for a minor or an indigent guardian or parent under this subsection, the court shall provide reasonable compensation to and reimburse the reasonable expenses of the attorney.  Unless the motion specifies that it is filed with the consent of all parties entitled to notice, the matter must be set for hearing to determine whether there has been a substantial change in circumstances necessitating modification of the order and how the court should modify the order in furtherance of the best interest of the minor and the parent's rights.  The court may identify certain requirements that must be met before specific provisions of the order are modified.  A court may modify a term of a guardianship order as needed to grant relief to a party to address contempt or other failure to follow the order.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_7df0be26_694e_4aff_85ea_5bee755e]Sec. 7.  18-C MRSA §5-210, sub-§7, as amended by PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. A, §20, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c6daf815_3729_4b9d_9608_3151b16d]7.  Parent's petition to terminate guardianship; burden of proof.  A parent may bring a petition to terminate the guardianship of a minor.  A parent's notification to the court of the revocation of prior consent for a guardianship must be considered a petition to terminate the guardianship.  Before the court may apply the termination requirements in subsection 6, a party opposing a parent's petition to terminate a guardianship bears the burden of proving by clear and convincing evidence that the parent seeking to terminate the guardianship is currently unfit to regain custody of the minor, in accordance with the standard set forth in section 5‑204, subsection 2, paragraph C.  If the party opposing termination of the guardianship fails to meet its burden of proof on the question of the parent's fitness to regain custody, the court shall terminate the guardianship and make any further order that may be appropriate.  In a contested action, the court may appoint counsel for the minor or for any indigent guardian or parent.  If the court appoints counsel for a minor or an indigent guardian or parent under this subsection, the court shall provide reasonable compensation to and reimburse the reasonable expenses of the attorney.  In ruling on a petition to terminate a guardianship, the court may modify the terms of the guardianship or order transitional arrangements pursuant to section 5‑211.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_796f5371_5b5c_4a09_9f8d_22623dcd]Sec. 8.  18-C MRSA §5-406, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended by enacting at the end a new first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_b5de5eac_4770_4750_a329_5cb9873e]Section 5-119, subsection 1 governs payment of an attorney appointed by the court to represent a respondent under this subsection.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_5b466c29_1075_401e_8633_3f1882a3]Sec. 9.  18-C MRSA §5-406, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended by enacting at the end a new first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_8a23dc61_7fe8_4afa_be17_228855fc]If the court appoints counsel for a parent under this subsection and makes a finding that the parent is indigent, the court shall provide reasonable compensation to and reimburse the reasonable expenses of the attorney.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_52815e12_9712_451a_b462_1525409c]Sec. 10.  18-C MRSA §5-507, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended by enacting at the end a new first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_4ffd5025_0be0_48f2_94f6_5b63de6][bookmark: _PAR__2_df67c741_3ca6_4200_b81a_0376c440]Section 5-119, subsection 1 governs payment of an attorney appointed by the court to represent a respondent under this subsection.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_94811573_1916_4233_afaa_2ec44ad5]Sec. 11.  18-C MRSA §5-507, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended by enacting at the end a new first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ebbdbb78_f1fd_4713_87af_81416ee0]If the court appoints counsel for a parent under this subsection and makes a finding that the parent is indigent, the court shall provide reasonable compensation to and reimburse the reasonable expenses of the attorney.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_1140e697_1995_4522_bb42_e0a9cf54]Sec. 12.  18-C MRSA §9-106, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_d758e272_edf8_49a8_b660_82a1ea3c]1.  Attorney for parents.  The parents are entitled to an attorney for any hearing held pursuant to this Article.  If a parent or putative parent wants an attorney but is unable to afford one, the parent or the putative parent may request the court to appoint an attorney.  If the court finds the requesting party indigent, the court shall appoint and pay the reasonable costs and provide reasonable compensation to and reimburse the reasonable expenses of the attorney of the indigent party.  The attorney may not be the attorney for the adoptive parents.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_ebfd910b_f91d_43c0_a0dd_0dbf7b36]Sec. 13.  18-C MRSA §9-106, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_5a544da8_6fd0_4696_b4b4_5817c6af]2.  Attorney for minor indigent parent.  When the adoptee is unrelated to the petitioner, the court shall appoint an attorney who is not the attorney for the adoptive parents to represent a minor indigent parent at every stage of the proceedings unless the minor indigent parent refuses representation or the court determines that representation is unnecessary.  If the court appoints counsel for a minor indigent parent under this subsection, the court shall provide reasonable compensation to and reimburse the reasonable expenses of the attorney.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_ec8ed64a_6422_4cc5_aa99_0f9e5c9d]Sec. 14.  18-C MRSA §9-315, sub-§1, ¶A, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended by amending the first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_5a290adc_1663_4ccc_ac3b_6f8349a]The court may allocate the costs of the guardian ad litem to one or more of the parties and may appoint counsel for a minor adoptee or a party to the annulment proceedings. If the court appoints counsel for a minor or an indigent party under this paragraph, the court shall provide reasonable compensation to and reimburse the reasonable expenses of the attorney. A minor adoptee may appear and be represented by counsel.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_82181f73_210c_41bb_9b58_dee3b84]Sec. 15.  19-A MRSA §1658, sub-§2-A, ¶A, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 340, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_16e9d147_9b7a_4c5f_9b42_48e36ac]A.  The court shall appoint an attorney for a parent who is the subject of a petition to terminate parental rights and responsibilities under this section and who is indigent.  In a contested action, the court may also appoint counsel for any indigent petitioner who files a petition under this section when the parent who is the subject of the petition is represented by counsel.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_da702627_727f_48ef_a4cc_2ada44f]Sec. 16.  19-A MRSA §1658, sub-§2-A, ¶A-1 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAGE__5_ab0786c4_de50_4e0a_8043_0d1692e][bookmark: _PAR__2_5d5cf50c_ee79_4fba_a927_1e80eba3]A-1.  In a contested action, the court may appoint counsel for any indigent petitioner who files a petition under this section when the parent who is the subject of the petition is represented by counsel.  The court shall provide reasonable compensation to and reimburse the reasonable expenses of an attorney appointed under this paragraph.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_147d5d22_29e4_4465_a0ae_5b9408af]Sec. 17.  34-B MRSA §3864, sub-§10, as amended by PL 2007, c. 319, §10, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_df9ff367_c793_47dc_81a1_017a70ed]10.  Expenses.  With the exception of expenses incurred by the applicant pursuant to subsection 5, paragraph F, the District Court is responsible for any expenses incurred under this section, including fees of appointed counsel, witness and notice fees and expenses of transportation for the person but not fees of appointed counsel.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_45b9c3dd_8620_4380_9812_9d20fb74]Sec. 18.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_ef589293_a547_444b_9670_0ada5409]JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
[bookmark: _PAR__7_77d2e837_9252_4e34_b697_5d6ee396]Courts - Supreme, Superior and District 0063
[bookmark: _PAR__8_8367c0bf_ff7c_4828_9d97_3969e75c]Initiative: Provides ongoing funding for courts to appoint attorneys to represent parties in proceedings under the Maine Uniform Probate Code.
	[bookmark: _PAR__9_b41f96b3_9c44_4c2d_ba7a_f6226b51][bookmark: _LINE__17_2d04475e_dd4f_49cd_9d08_2c5a45]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_94246a79_67a9_4f70_b497_1b2ec7]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_ff7af04f_a246_4fe6_a722_0cf84a]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__18_c537142d_9247_466c_84a0_06bbb4]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_3821d83a_3445_4249_8e3b_562079]$159,826
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_d6b6a8e1_0c7b_4512_a0d3_8c71ed]$159,826

	[bookmark: _LINE__19_b1d5063e_d35e_491d_91df_4f179c] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_cab76273_2ecc_4b5e_895b_1d4312]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_54e098f4_c764_4a03_ac64_b4470f]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__20_18834d29_fecd_4f9c_9f48_40508a]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_f9a9584a_d42d_47ed_a623_364060]$159,826
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_2cf97fa4_9451_4a1a_b01d_8201de]$159,826


[bookmark: _PAR__10_5f8d43bc_4a02_4b2a_9f6a_f73a9a9] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__11_3474f021_27a5_460d_8481_7ab0168][bookmark: _LINE__22_437fabe2_41ba_4c9a_a004_51424e]JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_c4e9d853_1e9d_46bc_a5cd_b1ecb7] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_07407df4_1170_4acf_a319_9a40ce] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__23_77a8449b_886a_468a_83c0_31070a]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_c7ccbe8d_315f_46d9_bb89_50cad9]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_433b1d1b_ac75_444b_9ed7_11bed2]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__24_84a456aa_4c74_4068_b73b_926e24] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_414d0cb0_d2a2_48b2_96c7_977747] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_83412cca_0cfc_4d1e_98e4_dd285b] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__25_7c19c864_f264_4c60_b1f5_bccba1]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_64bc3202_6f4b_4685_b264_24c784]$159,826
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_d0be67d1_fd58_4351_810c_b88135]$159,826

	[bookmark: _LINE__26_7c7e8f6b_e5e4_4f24_ab24_eccc53] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_ba9775e5_0d35_4740_bb80_060cd8]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_1c7dca5d_1a3a_40ae_9847_d3e556]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__27_1a19a4a8_ec97_4ff8_b740_912215]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_d23fec2c_63d9_4c89_b0af_c4364d]$159,826
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_215b8eb1_5696_4992_9808_eb933c]$159,826


[bookmark: _PAR__12_e73662b2_99e0_4969_8da0_f1dd007]PUBLIC DEFENSE SERVICES, MAINE COMMISSION ON
[bookmark: _PAR__13_4c15b5a4_f29b_455f_9de8_6715f23]Maine Commission on Public Defense Services Z112
[bookmark: _PAR__14_0f4c625b_fed7_450c_9a77_602e35f]Initiative: Provides deappropriations to the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services for attorney's fees for certain court proceedings where the courts will appoint and compensate counsel for indigent parties.
	[bookmark: _PAR__15_dbef60d7_8d53_43ff_ac94_ea3da1b][bookmark: _LINE__33_ce93a72a_c89b_46cf_9813_8355f7]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_a1e4b46c_63c2_4caa_9284_59ebf3]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_5a213382_5a0a_4cfd_8979_a42ee2]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__34_d65944c0_af33_4ba4_897b_71a06c]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_3e906332_9a35_4bad_9d88_a4b9f8]($100,000)
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_fa4c1dbb_79d3_48cb_bb4c_e7ad05]($100,000)

	[bookmark: _LINE__35_9447e547_d322_4a1b_b394_2dbd89] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_3198850b_37a2_4516_97e0_7569ca]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_6f553a02_ea39_4425_827d_8988b1]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__36_2cf86663_6b4f_4277_9ef6_a79231]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_bb505e08_434c_4a00_94ac_43e0bc]($100,000)
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_0b82a08b_6950_4367_9a4d_c03f85]($100,000)


[bookmark: _PAR__16_2b0969e1_1b18_4c9a_98af_d8c97b4] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__17_3ea7c54e_831c_4613_9d75_2e9d09f][bookmark: _LINE__38_69fe61f1_c629_4b46_8faf_fdb170][bookmark: _LINE__39_5b451446_71cd_4a5a_958c_836e33]PUBLIC DEFENSE SERVICES, MAINE COMMISSION ON
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_e95705e0_2df3_4929_b5d0_385b5b] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_80649b1c_bff5_4537_b995_e9c1d5] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__40_99e682e7_1e61_43d5_8b85_47a66c]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_af0183fa_dd78_4591_ba3f_349d6e]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_be91e212_41f8_4efa_bd38_ea8b85]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__41_5ac68fa7_93fd_4247_89b1_e78b8f] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_2e4eefc7_dd81_4a26_b5e4_bb51a7] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_38f3c01c_fa1c_425f_9844_473b70] 

	[bookmark: _PAGE__6_730df27e_b4fb_4d5f_a41e_b2ee0e0][bookmark: _PAR__2_2667d8a2_4feb_4c34_a920_f1ab7d83][bookmark: _LINE__1_92e14f58_b965_4f68_bbb2_d9f97c9]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_6a52e5d3_be10_4a95_9173_b560aec]($100,000)
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_36dec5b1_e486_4d10_b8ac_8e7c068]($100,000)

	[bookmark: _LINE__2_136ef805_093c_4ede_aff5_cb6e6ec] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_e99b91b5_4530_4965_abff_9e2f8f3]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_ffc89d37_4a3c_4950_8882_540f430]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__3_fb33e271_7dd3_4be7_b7a9_efcec72]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_99409f62_5f1e_41cb_8aaf_98f1716]($100,000)
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_dc2f4508_7fdd_4da3_af5a_cb702eb]($100,000)


[bookmark: _PAR__3_dcafd94f_b5ad_4a65_b6d7_084fdd5e] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__4_bb2b3c3c_3098_47b7_bd7e_b5b8f3a2][bookmark: _LINE__5_4fd4c40f_03e4_440c_b903_03db574]SECTION TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_d422411e_0557_42db_9637_710157b]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_e305742d_f2d2_4c7a_af75_de91d67]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__6_594ade29_a888_4d49_aa2d_3da2ed1] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_1fce54e1_44db_4fe4_b63b_c102280] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_b58dc713_fecd_4979_82d0_2aa9add] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__7_62751e36_1008_4a95_b8fd_1a205a7]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_72558215_3ccd_4a45_8467_a914880]$59,826
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_fcb23a91_4223_4373_9390_ed80d37]$59,826

	[bookmark: _LINE__8_d531ae53_2a8f_461f_bbc9_5b387e8] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_a7abaeb2_3545_4bba_8fb4_1a4d341]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_aaee285e_4865_4b03_9194_52dd174]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__9_fb03802e_2dcf_45d7_922f_a978dba]SECTION TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_cf5d9aa0_8297_48c1_9917_a42dfc6]$59,826
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_1a64b95f_6581_46d9_b2d0_9d9429a]$59,826


[bookmark: _PAR__5_efc72ed8_9f87_4e5e_84af_008915b6]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__affff4f4_1f70_40f0_8837_6a][bookmark: _PAR__6_554d012a_92c5_448a_9910_85dbbc2f]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__a9207664_08fd_4804_a1ad_c77b00][bookmark: _PAR__7_9413511a_d66d_42e8_84d4_81ddd506]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__8_97e7378c_6e9d_4adb_900b_d49ddcf2]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, replaces the bill.  The amendment makes the following changes to the laws governing court-appointed counsel.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b8aa8d21_c50f_4702_b03e_09420dda]1.  It amends the definition of "indigent legal services" to include services that an attorney performs at the direction of the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services that aid the commission in its duty to provide indigent legal services. 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_444136fd_7b28_4272_b0eb_714a691]2.  It provides that the commission is not responsible for compensating counsel appointed by a District Court or a county probate court to represent a party in a proceeding under the Maine Uniform Probate Code.  It further clarifies that if a court appoints an attorney to represent a party who has a right to counsel at public expense under the Maine Uniform Probate Code, the court is responsible for paying reasonable compensation to and reimbursing the reasonable expenses of the attorney.  The court is also responsible for paying reasonable compensation to and reimbursing the reasonable expenses of an attorney appointed at the court’s discretion to represent a minor or an indigent party in a proceeding under the Maine Uniform Probate Code.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_cee6046d_c064_41df_ade8_5e693ec]3.  It provides that the commission is not responsible for compensating a guardian ad litem appointed by a District Court or a county probate court in a termination of parental rights proceeding or in any proceeding under the Maine Uniform Probate Code.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_a98ffab1_a390_4c90_a5dd_8b91887]4.  It provides that if a termination of parental rights proceeding is brought under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 19-A, the court is responsible for compensating any counsel the court may, in its discretion, appoint to represent the petitioner in the termination proceeding.  By contrast, the commission is responsible for compensating counsel appointed to represent the parent whose rights may be terminated.  
[bookmark: _PAR__13_83201af3_55b1_450f_90c9_ec44dd5]5.  It clarifies that the commission, not the court, is responsible for compensating an attorney appointed to represent a person subject to an involuntary commitment proceeding.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_f7c035a0_e45c_4e62_97cd_43e2dea]6.  It prohibits a court from directly assigning public defenders or employed counsel, who are employees of the commission, to represent parties in particular proceedings.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__ba2ea63b_0ab4_4da][bookmark: _PAR__15_67340583_2540_4fca_aa9d_7c2003a]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__16_db03510b_0296_4a37_9f52_7920bb7](See attached)
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