132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Establish the Cannabis Advisory Council
L.D. 1669
An Act to Establish the Cannabis Advisory Council
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__99a7bca8_e36d_4f47_b921_46][bookmark: _PAGE__1_33dfaeed_531c_4a3e_ab18_6c65e4a][bookmark: _PAR__2_d4d8d694_0d88_434b_b47f_13b9a510]L.D. 1669
[bookmark: _PAR__3_e47a0ecf_8805_455c_85d5_65f2b832]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_097a2553_d779_4862_a9ee_0f63bea7]VETERANS AND LEGAL AFFAIRS 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_d51cfdc3_9868_430d_9299_efaaee63]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_cdf9edc6_9099_420c_bfeb_bef1187d]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_07f3c57a_504e_4df1_827e_33056f82]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_68ef2bfe_868f_4e8d_b6bc_84c844e0]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b7d8e78d_6e1f_400e_8d17_97387480]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_165cf698_6938_4ae1_8648_6e8098b]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 664, L.D. 1669, “An Act to Establish the Cannabis Advisory Council”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6b7a1b8b_276f_4a43_96d5_c8][bookmark: _PAR__11_4e2462ee_bd19_4bad_a5e9_36632c7]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 3 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_05ee83c6_4daf_4388_97a3_4f9dc1f]'Sec. 3.  28-B MRSA §115 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_91ffc50a_1972_446d_a52d_46d81bf]§115.  Cannabis Advisory Council
[bookmark: _PAR__14_bb41ea39_3f6f_47a7_a55d_b7eb477]1.  Appointment; composition.  The Cannabis Advisory Council, referred to in this section as "the council" and established by Title 5, section 12004-I, subsection 2-J, consists of 12 members who are appointed as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_95c6c6c6_7450_47a8_a82a_9eddb68]A. Two members who are registrants under the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act, who are not also licensees under the Cannabis Legalization Act, of which at least one member is a registered caregiver who cultivates cannabis for medical use outdoors, appointed by the President of the Senate.  In making the appointments under this paragraph, the President of the Senate shall consider up to 6 recommendations from associations representing the interests of registrants under the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_f319ba14_fa5d_4e1d_9a0a_04cf37f]B. Two members who are licensees under the Cannabis Legalization Act, who are not also registrants under the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act, of which at least one member has a cultivation facility license, appointed by the Speaker of the House.  In making the appointments under this paragraph, the Speaker of the House shall consider up to 6 recommendations from associations representing the interests of the adult use cannabis industry;
[bookmark: _PAR__17_050b3e11_28ee_4268_a855_f69cbde]C. Two members who are registrants and licensees under both the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act and the Cannabis Legalization Act, of which at least one member has a manufacturing facility registration certificate or license, appointed jointly by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House.  In making the appointments under this paragraph, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House shall consider up to 6 recommendations from associations representing the interests of the cannabis industry;
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_2d4bd7f2_a1a8_4b42_a124_4ec5844][bookmark: _PAR__2_962eab42_decd_45a0_902a_b2771f17]D. One public member who is not a registrant under the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act, a licensee under the Cannabis Legalization Act or a lobbyist or lobbyist associate as defined in Title 3, section 312-A, subsections 10 and 10-A, respectively, and who has knowledge of and interest in cannabis, appointed by the Speaker of the House;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_312905a5_156f_4252_acac_d5043cdf]E. Two members who are municipal officials in municipalities that have ordinances allowing for all registration types under the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act and all license types under the Cannabis Legalization Act, appointed by the director; 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_fc62a36f_d5b2_4b1b_838c_20063426]F. Two members who have a demonstrated knowledge of cannabis science, medicine or research and, at a minimum, a bachelor's degree, appointed by the director.  The director shall make a reasonable effort to appoint a member who has at least 5 years of relevant experience; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_73b0170d_9204_4e8e_9b86_48fad15f]G. One member who is a public health professional, appointed by the director.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2124ea1c_fa62_4478_b90f_21b80972]To the extent practicable, the membership of the council must reflect a geographic distribution across the State. 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_7daf7203_1edf_4c73_abda_7e8ea902]2.  Cannabis business advocate.  The cannabis business advocate established by Public Law 2023, chapter 683 serves as an ex officio nonvoting member of the council.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_f6697adf_fdb9_4e65_8b0e_73b94061]3.  Purpose.  The council shall make recommendations to the director and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over cannabis matters concerning: 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_9f0e1d88_ce1d_4980_a826_b1800128]A. How best to work with state agencies, municipal governments, the medical use cannabis industry and adult use cannabis industry and citizen groups to make improvements to and maintain the quality of the State's medical use cannabis industry and adult use cannabis industry; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_2b8b9f0f_ac7c_4764_8880_e384ca5]B. Matters of interest to the State's medical use cannabis industry and adult use cannabis industry, including, but not limited to, financial services, taxation, cannabis-related research and development, environmental and public health protection, cannabis policy in other states and federal legalization. 
[bookmark: _PAR__11_1c3bf262_23ce_42cd_a24b_e8d9a69]The council is responsible for bringing forward to the director and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over cannabis matters issues of concern to the cannabis industry and for assisting in the dissemination of information to members of the cannabis industry.  The council may solicit and consider public comment during its meetings.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_fb984447_6211_4053_a20f_309da11]4.  Terms.  The term of a member appointed to the council is 3 years, except that a vacancy during an unexpired term must be filled in the same manner as for the original member for the unexpired portion of the member's term.  A member may not serve more than 2 consecutive terms. 
[bookmark: _PAR__13_c78e5352_caaf_498f_93ac_68d51d4]5.  Chair and vice-chair.  The council shall elect a member of the council as chair and a member as vice-chair at the first regular meeting of each year.  The term of the chair and vice-chair is one year.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_642e930e_0cd9_42a4_9c5e_ec7d194][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__679d2247_09eb_4754_8877_75f][bookmark: _PAGE__3_bcb60721_2f63_4ce6_8693_6cb421a][bookmark: _PAR__2_72cd292b_45d8_4032_8d23_0d31c9d9]6.  Meetings; staffing.  The council shall meet at least 4 times a year and, to the extent practicable, at more than one location throughout the State.  It may also meet at other times at the call of the chair or the director.  The office shall provide administrative and staff support for the council within existing resources.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_09e6efca_40a0_4ede_a491_485af980]7.  Compensation.  Council members are entitled to reimbursement for expenses in accordance with Title 5, chapter 379, which is paid in equal proportions from the Adult Use Cannabis Regulatory Coordination Fund established in section 1102 and the Medical Use of Cannabis Fund established in Title 22, section 2430.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__91401d20_6411_4e7c_89d5_83][bookmark: _PAR__4_a7389110_4c7d_466d_8f37_d73ec312]Amend the bill by inserting after section 4 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_0ba3a35e_df90_430c_86c9_50fab41d]'Sec. 5.  Cannabis Advisory Council; staggered terms.  Notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 28-B, section 115, subsection 4, of the initial members appointed to the Cannabis Advisory Council pursuant to Title 28-B, section 115, subsection 1, the first appointments made pursuant to subsection 1, paragraphs A, B, E and F are for one-year terms; the 2nd appointments made pursuant to subsection 1, paragraphs A, B, E and F are for 2-year terms; and all other appointments are for 3-year terms.  An initial term of one year may not be considered a full term for the purposes of limiting the number of terms for which a member may serve.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_6c3242fe_256e_4fef_a374_630835bb]Sec. 6.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_1e212ea1_3267_4837_80ac_2d35bfa3]ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__8_7df5f55c_6d5f_4e8f_a20b_8ecd5631]Adult Use Cannabis Regulatory Coordination Fund Z264
[bookmark: _PAR__9_bc4b7358_b0b2_4914_a604_3c624a1c]Initiative: Provides funding for reimbursement of expenses for Cannabis Advisory Council members.
	[bookmark: _PAR__10_b76e969d_102d_45f8_a176_e572bc7][bookmark: _LINE__22_c3f7ca58_9f22_4e68_9f38_9633e4]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_58e06d3a_cf28_423c_8ef7_c80917]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_3ed1d3c9_278d_4331_9b02_d990dd]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__23_b0ce0bb6_339e_427a_bb32_d06817]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_c945dc18_8879_44d4_9613_ba7161]$5,877
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_1f5677a2_0000_4cdc_a4e5_79e716]$5,877

	[bookmark: _LINE__24_b991b7e0_204d_40ce_98e3_35ceb8] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_eb6a13b3_f896_40d3_ba93_5803d1]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_ae5256c2_cf56_4690_91ee_60abec]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__25_1d97c7b0_9b81_4bb0_89f8_fa4efa]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_4bf894c2_0510_4b69_bdb4_cf0aee]$5,877
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_a844fff1_464b_49f2_b6cc_d260ec]$5,877


[bookmark: _PAR__11_dbe58342_da7a_4ea4_ae82_0e1f5f2]Medical Use of Cannabis Fund  Z265
[bookmark: _PAR__12_be3e9a92_5eaa_4b6f_9392_c9979fc]Initiative: Provides funding for reimbursement of expenses for Cannabis Advisory Council members.
	[bookmark: _PAR__13_704b249b_4612_4841_9a31_df890a2][bookmark: _LINE__29_d89a2d02_3d80_44a9_9300_7f93ec]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_ea432f6d_c1d0_4548_a9ec_0afc42]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_47c94d26_78c7_4161_9d94_5248b6]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__30_3eb45cc5_2f45_4342_9c75_b0f3d8]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_95e92c63_841b_4f90_9a52_e32dfe]$5,877
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_e466afe2_7a2e_4dad_8c89_bf8b93]$5,877

	[bookmark: _LINE__31_26474148_99f5_492f_8003_7b8580] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_599dbbf9_794c_4bd1_8bc8_e0c841]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_8413a945_b4a9_45e9_8e82_2bc7c0]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__32_24e501dc_568c_4834_b58f_353e51]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_95d00cd0_a9f2_4bbe_ba8a_9e7ff7]$5,877
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_647d6b0d_8fa4_43cb_8196_2fe66f]$5,877


[bookmark: _PAR__14_a921e2cf_c9a4_4420_b561_9dbb036] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__15_02fd1138_8f46_483f_9878_ab526ba][bookmark: _LINE__34_a48861b2_1532_4f9f_a650_5a4e6d][bookmark: _LINE__35_3f9c6cb8_cc5c_426c_a53a_edc4bf]ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_f7a13c7c_a2d8_4269_aac1_f68e8a] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_1e028652_305b_4800_86ac_0f0428] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__36_40b98aca_d16a_4614_b877_353b2f]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_4700fc36_9b64_4c21_83f3_aaff85]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_df022eae_1185_483f_b275_25d0a6]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__37_aa326d51_047a_4910_9d15_198fca] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_c260fac2_1746_4d9c_b991_186add] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_908ec813_2106_4c5e_8774_411edf] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__38_406e2774_7fbb_41f2_ab58_acf088]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_7d7e719b_2b92_47af_973c_e108a0]$11,754
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_e868fa57_7c1e_494e_ada9_32c11d]$11,754

	[bookmark: _LINE__39_0fd6d7ef_c526_4293_bba3_c33f63] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_33315feb_98ef_4da7_8437_ff7525]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_8c5ba13c_f616_4601_a42f_8b641f]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__40_48beff95_78c2_494b_b603_9513a4]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_fae99c21_1283_4ba1_9982_016eed]$11,754
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_399249e9_a1d9_4cd9_9460_65454a]$11,754


[bookmark: _PAR__16_ce8f2a7f_72b6_4ddc_92a8_b509640]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__688aff84_d1e8_469a_a4ec_a6][bookmark: _PAGE__4_5fbd2b36_3384_41c1_bbb2_42233c6][bookmark: _PAR__2_89132ef6_46a2_4a5e_aeb2_605548ae]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__0c9ce204_e4c6_4b8d_98bf_9a9ee6][bookmark: _PAR__3_403c8f49_f6ce_4c1f_85d3_07ed505f]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__4_87c7b5c7_e333_4abb_9f31_b71d1dc7]This amendment increases the total membership of the Cannabis Advisory Council established in the bill from 10 members to 12 members.  It also adjusts the membership of the council in the following ways.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_fbfe5742_d843_491a_8583_f1c938e3]1. It decreases from 3 to 2 the members who are registrants under the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act and specifies that the one member who must be a registered caregiver must cultivate cannabis for medical use outdoors.  It also clarifies that these members may not also be licensees under the Cannabis Legalization Act.  
[bookmark: _PAR__6_51b2ec22_9f11_4e11_9ce4_cbeae786]2. It removes a public member who is a qualifying patient under the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act with knowledge of and interest in the medical use of cannabis.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_893c4ff9_65e3_4fa2_a12f_9066fe7b]3. It decreases from 3 to 2 the members who are licensees under the Cannabis Legalization Act and clarifies that these members may not also be registrants under the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_03e2518f_29d4_4d78_ab00_5db9d0b3]4. It adds 2 members who are registrants and licensees under both the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act and the Cannabis Legalization Act.  These members will be appointed jointly by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House, based upon 6 recommendations from associations representing the interests of the cannabis industry.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_0c1f3de6_1043_4d1e_93b8_303791b3]5. It clarifies that the public member with knowledge of and interest in cannabis may not also be a registrant or licensee under the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act or the Cannabis Legalization Act or a lobbyist or lobbyist associate.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_da2520cd_42aa_4a99_b741_bc2ef13]6. It increases from one to 2 the members who are municipal officials in municipalities that have ordinances allowing for all registration types under the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act and all license types under the Cannabis Legalization Act.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_4279a4b2_3c12_48fb_89f0_6eccd88]7. It increases from one to 2 the members who have a demonstrated knowledge of cannabis science and research and broadens the criteria to include medicine.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_cd4d9df7_76a6_422f_b17a_3c0e595]8. It adds one member who is a public health professional, to be appointed by the Director of the Office of Cannabis Policy within the Department of Administrative and Financial Services.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_d43046df_7cf6_41a8_91f6_6033819]9. It adds the cannabis business advocate as an ex officio nonvoting member of the council.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_7ed0afd7_1816_4489_9a03_b2225da]It also provides for staggered initial terms for members of the council.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_72cb8465_ef3c_4a00_9602_9b9bb75]The amendment also changes the purpose of the council to remove making recommendations on changing the tracking system contract and including making recommendations on matters of interest to the cannabis industry related to financial services, taxation, cannabis-related research and development, environmental health protection and cannabis policy in other states.  It also provides that the council may solicit and consider public comment during its meetings and that the office must provide administrative and staff support for the council within existing resources.
[bookmark: _PAGE__5_66fa44b2_f6b4_47a6_b529_7a6c279][bookmark: _PAR__2_6037cfd4_1f50_4c6c_ae8d_094cf70d]The amendment also increases the number of times the council must meet from at least once a year to at least 4 times a year and includes a requirement that, to the extent practicable, the council must meet at more than one location throughout the State.  It also removes the provisions specific to a meeting with an organization holding the contract for the tracking system for cannabis with the State.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__4747fde7_b01c_4f9][bookmark: _PAR__3_4252bca8_e050_4d99_8637_04877001]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c868e213_f625_4085_ac12_2e422351](See attached)
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